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First Church Was
Organized in 1885
By 18 Valley People

The First Methodist church,
Medford, this wesk I8 com-
memorating the 75th anniver-
sary of its founding Nov. 15,
1885, Commemoraling serv-
lees will be held loday and
continue through next Sun-
day,

Methodlsm  came to the
Rogue valley in 18538 when
the ftirst Protestant church
was started in Jacksonville.

The beginning of the fourth

Protestant church' In Medford
- wasg Nov, 15, 1885, when a
. group of 18 people metl and
, organized the Medford Meth-
odist Episcopal church,
Among this group wus the
" famlly of John Willlam Red-
' den, including their 17-vear-

old daughter Cora, Mrs. Cora

Redden Carder Is today Lhe
* only surviving charter mem-
* ber of the church.

« Official Organization

The official organization
was conducted by the Rev. W,
G. Simpson, who had heen
appolnted by Blshop Walden
. Aug. 31, 1880, lo scrve the
Ashland and Jacksonville
Methodist churches on a elr-
~cult, The first mecting ploce
. was upslairs in Wolfe's hall
. on the northwest corner of
Central ave. and Sixth st. La-
"ter the Methodists were meel-
“Ing In the old Washinglon

school, which stood where Lthe
Jackson county court house Is
now located,

In 1887, through coopera.
tion with the new Presbyte-
.rian’ thurch, services were
held in their sanctuary once
a month. With the continued
incrense . In atlendance at
church and Sunday school
services, In 1880 the Melhod-
ists rented Howard's hall, a
bullding on Main sl. beltween
Central ave, and the rallrond
Lracks,

Mrs. Charlotte Hubbard
was the first Sunday school
superintendent. D. T, Lawlon,
father of Mrs. Clarence Pan-
key who has furnished much
historleal materlal on the
churceh, served 15 years as su-

perintendent,

First Chutch Bullding

In 1889, while the Rev, J
W, Miller was pastor, the first
ehurch bullding wis erected.
The lots, on the southenst cor-
ner of Barllett and Fourth sls,
were donated by Lawton and
Clark Taylor. The bullding,
compleied the same year al
an approximate cost of $4,000
has housed the Salvation
Army singe 1024,

Before coming to Medford
in 1867, the Lawtons lived In
Portland, where they altend-
ed the old Centenary church.
In 1892, when that chureh
wns being torn down, Mras.
Lawton went to Portland
where, for $100 she purchas
ed and had taken to Medford,
the old bell from that ehureh,
The bell had been cast In
Philadelphla in 1806 and
shipped around Cape Horni In
a windjummer, The bell now
hangs In the present ehurch
tower and mady be heard
every Sunday,

For the lirst seven years of
its existence, the church was
a part of a eireuit; the pistors
NHving in Ashland or Jackson:
ville, In 1802, it was made a
separate appointment and L
J. Phipps donated a lot on

North Riverside ave. on
which was erected the [first
parsonage.

Additions Built

Ag the size of the congre:
gation grew, the chuich Built
additions, The one on the east
slde was bullt in 1012 while
the Rev, E. 0. Eldridge wis
the minlster, and the one on
the soulh side was erccled in
1016 while the Rev. C. J. Rol-
lnnds was (he pastor, Later
tlent was sel up for use by
Sunday school classes, and
nenrby residences, ineluding
the Lawlons also were used

A Usewing soclety of 10
members was organlzed In
1888 at the home of Mra.
Mary Childers, with Mrs
Carder socrelary. The group
was later known -as the La-
dies’ Ald.

The Woman's Foreign mis
slonary soclety wak organized
I 1BO0 with five members,
Mrs. Charlotte Hubbard was
the first president; Mrs. Law-
fon, secrelary: Mra. Laura
Hoxle, treasurer;, und Mrs.
Ruth Fielder, corresponding

ry.

ngﬁul\{nrch 14, 1807, the
Woman's Home Misslonary
soclety wis organized with 11
members, Mra. J. C, Wines
was the president; Mra, Luw-
{on, treasurer; Mrs. Kellogg,
corresponding secretary; and
Mrs. George Mickey, record:
{ng seeretary, The three organ-
jrations merged in 1040 and
are now known as the Wom-
an's Soclety of Christian
Sorvice,

gpwonh Lengus Organized

Puring the Roev, E L.
Thompson's pastorate In 1881,

the Epworth league was or-
ganlzed. The young people's
organlzation grew to have
three divisions: the Wesley
league, the high school Eps
worth league, and the Inter-
mediate league, Mrs, Bernice
Kunzman, daughter of Mrs,
Carder, recalls the annual
February 22 Washinglon's
birthday dinner sponsored by
\his group to earn money for
misslons, and that they would
serve about 100 persons ench
year, Today the same age
groups are served (hrough
the Methodist Youth Fellows
ship.

Bishop Matthew Simpson
Hughes of the Portlind area
of the church visited Medford
in the summer of 1010, and
Instituted the movement
which culmipated in erection
of a new church bullding.

Becawse of this active pers
sonal interest in the Medford
church, the suggestion that
the bullding be called “The
Matthew Simpson Hughes
Memorial" was made, The
board recelved the suggeation
with enthusiasm, and action
wis laken accordingly. One
of the large stained glass win-
dows was given by the annual
conferences of the Portland
area as a memotial to Bishop
Huges,

Amnigned to Area

Following the death of
Blshop Hughes in 1820, Bish-
op Willlam O, Shepard was
auglgned to the Portland area
which Included the southern
Oregon distriet. The Rev, 8.
A. Danford, as district super-
intendent, and the Rev, J.
Randolph Sasneti, as pastor,
with Bishop Shepard, steered
plans for a new church bulld-
Ing al West Main and Laurel
sty

The structure s of Spanish
Renalssance style of archilec:
ture In its simplest form, The
Interlor ol the sanctuary fols
lows the motifs of some of the
anclent cathedrals of Europe,
having the large timbers of
the trussed rool exposed,
clolstered aisle and transcepts
and wrought-iron Hghting fix-
tures suspended from the pur-
lines, The walls are of solid
masgonry, reinforced with
siructural steel, and the roof
Is of varkcolored elay tlle,

The building, which is In
use today, was dedicatéd Sun:
day, July 13, 1p24. Bishop
iven S, Johingon give the
dedieatory sermon, A feature
of the aflernoon service was
nn address by E. C. Boggs
chiairman of the bullding com-
mitlee, who presented Lhe
building o' Bishop Johnson
for dedication. The total cosl
of the bullding, Including pipe
organ, fixtures and furniture,
wis approximately $105,000,
In Use Today

The plpe organ, which s
AU In use today, is known ag
the *“Jane Carrol Memoprial®
s a (ribule to her devolion
and benevolenee ax a member
of the chureh,

During depression  years,
members of the church were
unable to provide enough
money o meel the morigage
payments on the new bulld-
Iny, and, on March 81, 1082,
It wax gold at n sheriff’s fore-
closure sale. The (rusiees im-
mediately begnn negotintions
to secure a lease for a period
ol one yoeur.

In 1033, the Rev. Joseph
Enotls was appointed (o the
Medford church, and he sdon
begin to work on & plan for
redeeming the chiureh proper-
Ly, Tt was his ldoa Lo sell cer-
Wficales to the children of the
Sundny scliool for $1 each.

In a few months time, the
children bought $200 worth
of cortiticates, Not until then
Wils a program proposed to
the adult membership of the
chureh, Mr. Knotls pul the
mintler before the adults and
agked for cash payments, not
pledges, for cortilicntes.
Inspired by Response

Inipired by the children's
rosponse to the "let's redeem

our church” campaign, the
congregation responded, By
Moy, 1034, enough money

had beon padd into the chureh
treasury that an agreement
could be reached betweon the
Mercantile Trust company of
81 Louls, and the trustees of
the ehurch. The redeemed
ownership wis consummalted
in early Seplember, 1034
There wax anothoer branch
of the Methodist denominag.
tlon known as the Methodist
Eplscopal  church, South,
which was the result of the
confliet over the slavery ques:
tion preceding the Civil War
This chureh begun ln Medford
in 1802 when the Rev. H. §,
Shiangle arrived shortly after
being appointed. presicding els
der of the Roseburg district
The Rev, H. S. Shangle
(eousiniof the father of Vorne
Shangle, Kings highway), dli-

rected the bullding of the

.

SOUTH CHURCH—The first bullding for Medford Methodist
Eplscopal church, South, was built under the direction of
the Rev, H. §. Shangle In the spring of 1803,

CHARTER MEMBED—Mry, Cora R, Carder, moilier of Mra
Bernice Kunzman, 607 West Eighth st, is the only living
eharter member of the Medford Methodist Episcopal church,
Mrs, Cirter, the first secrotory of the Ladies Ald Sociely
of the church, Is 3 years old.

DEDICATED CHURCH -
Blshop O, P, Fitzgerald dodi-
ented the Medford Methodist
Eplscopal cnureh, South, in
August, 1803,

chureh in the spring of 1803,
and it was dedicaled in Au-
gust of the same year by Blsh-
op 0. P. Fitegerald with R A,
Reagnn ns pastor, 1L was lo-
cated at the northwest corner
of Main and Onkdale.

Land Exchange

The land which was origin:
ally given to the church by
the Southern Pacific Rallroad
company was 8o near the
tracks it was consldered un-
sultable and exchanged for
the lot on which the church
wits built

Judige Silas Day gave the
first Communion service 1o
the church; having brought it
here from England.

The originnl frame struc-
ture was remodeled; enlarged
and faced with brick in 1920
during the pastorate of Dr,
Jouett P. Bray, Dr, Bray, who
still resides in Medford, sery-
ed ax pastor of this church on
throe separate appointmonts;
in 1820, 1928 and again
1938
Auxiliary Planned

In the winler of 180293,
the Wonain's Parsonnge and
Home Mission Society wis or-
ginized by the prosiding eld-
er. Mr, Shangle. That same
year ha organized a district
auxiliary to the organization,

L]

in |

FORMER PASTOR-The Rev.
Meredith A, Groves, now ex-
ccutive secretnry of the Ore-
gon gonferénce, was minister
of First Methodist church
when the educational unit
was bullt in 1851,

This auxiliury wis for women
who wikhed te belong o the
Society but were too far from
any church to attend. Thirty
members were enrolled,

Linter this arganization’ be-
came known as the Mission:
ary Sociely,

As a result of (he declsion
af the Mothodist Eplscopal,
the Methodist Eplscopal
South and the Protestant
Methodist branches of Meth-
odism to unit on a national
bazis in 1040, the two Med:
ford churches voted to unite
anel this union beeame eflec-
tive July 2, 1938

When the members of the
two united churches met, It
was voted unanimousty. on |
the motion of R 1. Bills, to
designate the former Method- |
st ehurch, South, building ax
Wesley Chapel, & name that
wns perpetunted in a room of
the present building and s
now continued in Wesley hall
Wesloy Chapel was the center
of Epworth league youth
meetings, pvayer meotings
and young people's and inter- |
medinte departments of the
Sunday school until the prop-
orly wax sold and the build
ing dismantied
Pastor of United Church

Pastor of the united church
and for some time was Hmni

FIRST CHURCH — The First Methodist Episcopal church
building was bullt at the corner of Bartleit and Fourth sts.
It is currently used by the Salvallon Army.

MINISTERS—Ministers of the two Methodist churches in
Medford at the fime of the unificalion in 1039 were Dr,
Jouell P. Bray (left), minisier of Methodist Episcopal church,

South, and the Rev. Joseph

Methadist Eplscopal ehurch, and first minister of the united
churches. Mr. Knotts, now of Springfield, Ore, plans to/live

al the Rogue Valley Manor.

Jogeph T, Knotts who now
lives in Springfield, Ore,, but
who will return to Medflord
to live in the Rogue Valley
Manor upon its completion,
The toial membership of the
church on Easler Sunday,
March 24, 1040, wis number-
ed at 756,

In 1845, a bequest from
Mrs. Addie Halley macde pos.
sible the extoensive remodel
Ing of the educational plant,
making it easler to leach in
the ehurch school which at
that time had an average al
tendance of 338 each Sunday,

Late In the summer of
1949, the bullding of an edu-
cational unit for the chureh
wis disoussed by the official
board and in February, 1050,
under the leadership of the
Rov. Meredith A. Groves, the
financial drive started. Con.
struction bogan in July, 1851,
lo provide an additlon of 21
elazs rooms, three assembly
rooms, n fellowship hall, and
new kitehen facilities,

This unil was dedicaled on
Oct. 28, 1052, by A, Raymond
Grant, bishop of the Portland
arca. Dr. 8. Raynor Smith, su-
porintendent of the Southern
district, presided at this servs
fee, and the Rev, H, W. Harsh-
man was [Hl."llll'.

Dedication of Unit

May 13, 1956, saw the dedi-
cation of the Clarence A,
Meeker Memorial chapel,
completion of which was
miade possible by a memorinl
gift from Mrs, C. A, Meeker,
The Jate Mr. Mecker had been
an active momber of the First
Methodist chureh [br more
than 50 years when he died
i 1848, |

The tolal cost of the build-
ing and (urnishing of the

cliapel was approximately
$15,000, of ‘which $8.500 was
given as memoriads, The cha-
pel i of Spanish Misston de-
sign, conforming to the gens
eral architecture of the
chureh, The chapel s design:
ed for use In wedding, baptis-
mal, communion, and funeral
services, Electronie fucilitios
make il possible 1o link the
chapel directly with the main
auditorium of the ehurch

In the fall of 1054, three
members of First church de-
c¢lded that the Dead Indian
Soda  Springs resort  area|
would be the cholce location
for a youth camp site, Ross
Adams, who had assisted R, J
Rills and Charles Adamson in

seoking a location, ook an
option on the land The Ore-
gon conference camp commit-
tee in December, 1054, pur-
chased the land which is now

i

Knotts (right), minister of

known as the Dead Indian
Methodist camp,

A new dining hall has been
bullt under the direction of
Walter Higgins, with the as-
sistance of other men of the
chureh, This hall has been
named "Dolph Hall” in honor
of R, J. Bills who aided in es-
tablishing the youth camp.
Three houses there have been
donated by members of First
church; one by Mrs. Anne
Gorby and (wo by Mr, and
Mrs, George Howard,

In 1058, First Methodlsl
church sponsored a sccond
Methodist chureh in Medford
by buying land for a church
site and by continued gifts to-
wiird  ts support. The St
Luke's Methodist church, lo-
cated on  Siskivou blyd,,
serves much of the eastern
section of Medlord, and be-

saw  completion  when

ethodists Observe 75th Year in Me

.‘W.‘.' i

gan services on June 17, 1858,
with the Rey. Jack Taylor as
the tirst minister, He was fol-
lowed the nexl year by the
Rev. Melvin Dixon who s
presently serving.
In 1057, the old parsonuage
on Orange st was sold and,
under the direction of Dr,
Raymond Balcomb, a new
parsonage started at 3310 Hol-
loywood ave. Dr. and Mrs.
George Roseberry moved Into
the new home in November,
1057, and on June 26, 1860,
{following a fellowship dinner
in the church, the parsonage
was dedicated by the Rev. E.
J.  Asthenbrenner, superin-
tendent of the Eugene district.
Unit Completed

In May, 1859, the educa-
tional unit started in 1050
the
basement was finlshed and
decorated for use as a youth

cenler. Restrooms and a small

kitchen, In addition to the
large hall, make a complete

aren for use as a recreation
center.

It was the last weéek in May
1950, also, thal First Method-
ist church was hosi to the
Oregon annual conference for
the first time In 32 years.
Bishop Grant presided at the
meetings and minlsters and
lay delegates from through-
out Oregon were present,
Guest speaker was Dr. Roy
Nichols, minister, of Oakland,
Callf,

Flrst church has experiene-
ed what members feel is a
rich experience in sponsoring
refugee families since World
War 1L They have sponsored
four families in this area and
are awalting the arrival of
the fifth. The church now has
A membership of about 1,500
and Is providing for future
growlh in physical facilities
by the purchase of the Woods
properily south of the church
on Laurel st.

BEARLY ABLE TO VOTE

Hokkaido, Japan -~ [if) -
Representatives of Bekkal vil-
lage, on Japan's northernmost
island of Hokkaldo, have told
the local eleclion supervisors
commlitiee that the villagers
will vote in the Nov. 20 gen-
eral election only If the com-
mittee “guarantecs” their
safely from the wild bears
that infest the area.

REBUILT CHURCH—The Methodist Epis-
copal ¢hurch, South, was remodeled in 1920,
1t was located on the northwest corner of

Hatfield Will Seek
To Benefit Oregon

Main st, and O
way slore now

dford

-

nkdale ave. where the Sale-
stands.

During SA

Salem - A mission to estab.
lish closer economic and cul:
tural ties belween Oregon and
Latin American natlons will
be underiaken by Governor
Mark Hatfield during a good:
will trip to South Amerlcn,

The governor left New
York Saturday with 30 other
chief executives for visits to
Argentina and Brazil at the
invitation of heads of those
slates,

The governor will seek fto
expand the already -sizable
volume of trade belween Ore
gon and Latin America, and
will investigate possibilities of
teacher and student exchange
programs to promote closer
cultural relations.

Governor Hatfield will aon.
fer with the Presidents of Bra.
zil and of Argentina to pro-
pose that those couniries es
tablish consulates for the Pa-
cifie Northwest in Portland.
This proposal is being sup-
ported by the Portland Dock
commission, the Porl of Porl:
land, and the city of Portland,
Trade Quadruples

Oregon's trade with Latin
America has increased nearly
four-fold in the past five
years, the governor pointe
out. Last year imports from
the South American {rade
area through the Portland har-
bor lotaled 132,611 tons, sec
ond only to Japan as a source
of Oregon imports. Ore con-
centrates, coffee, gasoline, as-
phalt and crude salt account
for bulk of the Imported ton-
nage.

Latin America also [s an
important buyer of Oregon
products. The lotal of 140,160
tons shipped through the Port-
land harbor to the South Am-.
erican arca last year included
paper, lumber, grain, [four
and aluminum,

South America's weallh of
mineral resources and Ore
gon's abundance of low-cost
hydroelectrie power for proe-|
essing ores inlo metal offer
one possibility for expanded
trade betlween the two, the

Journey

rent importations of alumls
num ores and of “rare earth™

metal ores for processing here,

Ties Strengthened

Economie ties belween Ores
gon and Latin America also
are strengthened by lHeensing
and markeling agreements
now exlsting belween some
QOregon and South American
manufacturers, he said,

Governor Hatfield will con-
fer with Ministers of Educas
tion of several couniries to in-
vestigate possibilities of work-
Ing oul exchanges between
Oregon and Latin American
educational Institutions. He
also will discuss other possie
bilities for expanding culturs
al relations o promote fricnds
ship tles.

The governor will have lels
ters from Porlland Siate cols
lege proposing exchange pro-
fessorships, and expressimg
Portland State's inferest in ese
tablishing a Latin American
center here, He will also dis-
cuss such relationships with
other schools in the stale sys-
tem,

City Hall Confest
Finalists Announced

Eugene -t~ Three Eugene
architectural firmg and ona
from Portland were announcs
ed Saturday as finalists in |he
designing competition for (ha
new Eugene city hall,

The firms are Balzhiser-
Cedar-Rhodes, Stafford-Morin
and Wilmsen-Endicott of Eu-
gene and Stewart-Richardson
of Portland, according to Dg.
Walter Gordon of the Uni-
versity of Oregon, who is in
charge of the competition,

The four {irms were chosen
from 25 entrles throughout
the state.

The winner of the competis
tion will be announced March
1. The winner will be selecl-
ed from further defailed
plans, which must be submit-

governor said. He ecited cur-

ted by Feb, 24,
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