Racing drivers of both sexes eat
dust when this Michigan
grandmother gets behind the wheel

By HAL HIGDON

wErE moE that was an avtomobile darted by

to melt from sight down a ribbon-thin high-
way of rubber cone markers The automobile’s
driver was Vicki Wood: Deb'uumﬂ‘hmnwde,
hﬂmlﬁﬁmﬂumbﬂr.tb:mmd
ever sttzined officially by 2 woman driver.

Vicki Wood is used to speed. She has competsd
successfully six yezrs at Dayions Beach Fla She
wan consistently in Delroit stock-car races—frst
against other women and Iater against the men
Her living room contains 36 trophies

In addition to racing, Vicki has found time to
Wayne, 17. The two older are now married and
Edward has 3 year—old son Seeing Vicki Wood in
a cowd you would never think of her as 2 hard-
meﬂrmgmﬂmd&&u-qﬁ_mdm

bigh speeds around a guarier-mile
Proved more dificult then il seemned
Enes but Vickh managed to qualidy
women's race. Skeeter, who 25 years
reced cars himsel before being side-
by injurses, gave Vicki some advice “You
by a car as long 2 you can get your
hruthgdﬁn:r’:dmr.ﬂmebe:ﬂ
cul across”

it in the race Going down one
she spied =n opeming between two
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cars. She sneaked into the gap, pushing her nose
up to their doors, only to have the two cars close

“1 forgot one thing " sighed Skesier later “She
Was racing againsi women drivers”

Women drivers or not. Vicki Wood was seldom
outmaneuvered after that In her first full ses-
son, she drove I 10 feature events for women,
taking four firsts and three seconds The following
year she won four out of five championship races,
lmmﬂzﬁfxbenly‘hmhubw:mmﬁn.
&m.nﬂwﬂnhmmm
just outside Detroit, gualifying ber car 2/10 of
a second faster than any of the men At the end
of the season the Detroit Sports Guild named her
the No. 1 woman driver of the year,

1

Vicki Wood roces to ochieve o record run over fost, two-ond-o-holi-mile Doytono Beoch Internafional Speedway.

But Vicki didn't like driving against women.
“They're unpredictable,” she says “You never
know what they're going to do.™

Her chance to compete againsi the men came in
1957 when the manager of the Flat Rock Speedway
allowed the girls to qualify for the men's races one
night Only Vicki could turn in a time fast enough
1o make the main event She finiched 19th after her
car blew a gasket Most of the other girl drivers
soon gave up trying to compete against the other
sex, but Vicki, who soon began to hold her own,
bad no inclinations to returmn to women's racing.

ICKI USED to help her brotbers tinker with cars

and had driven more than 50 miles 2 day as
& supervisor for a grocery chain, but she never
dreamed she might become a racing driver. “Right
now, Vicki’s as good a driver as anybody in the
country,” says Andy Barto, Detroit promoter who
used to manage the Flat Rock Speedway. “You
can't go down to Daytona Beach year after year
and do what she has without knowing plenty.”

Vicki's record at Daytona has been nothing
short of phenomenal Each year since 1955 she has
turned in the fastest time of all women drivers.
Three years she recorded individual times faster
than any men. In 1959 the only car that topged her
speed blew up before the event was over.

Last Fourth of July, while watching but not
competing in the Daytona Beach track races, she
stopped at the pits to say hello to some of the
drivers. Her way was barred by a guard. “Sorry%
no women allowed,"” he said.

Vicki, who seldom argues with anybody, retired
to her seat. When the drivers heard of this rebuff,
they swarmed out of the pits to visit her in the
grandstand. When the track owner learned of the
incident, he grabbed the microphone and an-
nounced over the loudspeaker so everyone could
hear it: “Attention, all’ gatetenders. At this track
Vicki Wood is the same as any man!™

Vicki wasn't sure just how to interpret this, but
she smiled. It was part of the fame that goes with
the title of the world's fastest woman.
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