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By JOBEPH L. MYLER
Washington - (Pb — A fa-
mous sclentist believes man
some day will ‘be able to
choose the sex of his children,
He also belleves it llikely
that man will learn how to
change and perhaps Improve
the blologleal makeup of the
human species and to exercise
gome control over disease and
the process of growing old.
Dr. Alan T. Waterman, di-
rector of the National Science
Foundation, expressed thess
views In a recent discussion

Scientist Believes
Man May Choose
Sex of Children

Rescarchers also have dis-
covered, Waterman said, "“a
genelic basis for behavioral
differences" among members
of the same specles.

For example, Dr. D. A,
HRodgers and Dr. G, E, Me-
Clern of the Universily of
Californin “are demonstrating
in mice a genetic variation in
{helr preference for alcohol,”
"These are indeed,’” Waler-
man said, "exciting times in
blology."

of progress being made In ge-
netle research.

Genetles is the study of the
biological processes mnd ma-
terials by means of which liv-
Ing belngs perpotuate thelr
kind. This study, according to
Watermi, “ls in the midst
of an exciting period of ire.
mendous advance.

Man, he said, is “"beginning
to understand some of the ex-
ceedigly complex procesies of
biological Inheritance. This
understanding still Is extreme-
ly skelehy.

“But as understanding prog-
resses,”’ Waterman said, “dra-
matic accomplishments can be
foreseen, some of which will
bring with them a host of
related’ soclal problems,

“Far better or worse, It ap-
pears inevitable that maen will
have the means to predeter-
mine the sex of his offspring.

“And It Is entlrely llikely
that one day man will have
the ability to alter, and even
Improve, his blologlcal make-
up, and to achieve a measure
of genetle control over dis-
epse and aging"

Waterman said these
achievements would be “but
sleps In the process of man's
effort Lo understand the proe
ess of evolution and the pos-
sibilities for his [ulure devel-
opment.”

He sald the foundalion has
stepped up its support for bi-
ological research to help meet
the “spectacular rise’ in the
cost of laboralory equipment,
Changes Hesponsible
Electronie compulers and
lectron microscopes have
joined the test tube as sland-
ard laboratory (tems, he sald,
Walerman sald recent re-
search projects already appear
lo be “converging lowards a
remarkably improved under-
standing of the nature of ge-
netic material™
Chanes In the genetie mate-
rlal of the reproductive cells
are responsible for evolutinn.
ary changes in a species as a
whole:
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