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Should Ona Have One's
Vagus Nerves Cut?

Occaslonally a man writes
to ask if he should permil o
aurg,a:m Lu cut the two big
1 VOgLUS nerves
that run from
the brain to
the stomach.
Such  cutting
I8 supposed to
help prevent
rocurrences of
Jf ‘uleers after
loperation,
W | T heoretlcally,
Dr Alyarer the operation
should work waell, and some
gurgeons say Lhal it does, butl
muany others, alter teylog the
operation for a while, had so
many bad presults with it that
they quit performing It. Some
of the patients were mch
digtressed by a tendency of
the slomach nol to empty
properly. As a rosull, the po-
tient kept belching foul-smell-
ing gas. All T know is that I
have heard of so many bad re-
sills that 1 would never let
anyone cul my vagus nerves.
There ls conslderable evidence
to ghow thal the culting ‘of
these nerves does npt always

prevent the formatlon of re-
ourrant ulcers,

I think it 'highly signiticant
thot among all of the dozens
of doctors whom, for years, 1

have known with uleers, I can
remember only two who had
any operation performed, and
they were forced Info 1t by
complications, Why didn't
these doctors have thelr ulcers
operated on? Because they
had seen so many scores of
cases in which, afler opera-
tion, the patient got a new
uleer which was worse than
his original one,

Perhaps muny of the doe-
tors were influenced, ‘also, by
the foct that they always
could gel Instant rellef from
thelr uleer dislress by going
on ‘a vacation and getting
some rest and mental peace,
It Is uncanny, but scores of
my patients have said to me,
"Doctor; It is the sirangest
thing, but the minute I closed
my desk al the office and
bought a tickel lo go and see
you, my pain quit, and il
hagn't come back, Before that,
for mueh of each night 1
walked the floor.

Can Babies Bo Marked?

1 just’ got a letter from a
woman who g all stirred up,
She sald, "I am prégoant, and
for the past month; & lot of
old women have been filling
me up' with ‘erazy stories —
assuring me that I am likely
to have a marked baby be-
cause once I was frightened
by & snake, I keep lelling
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ZOO DIRECTOR DIES

Washington — 70 — Willlam
M. Menn, 74, director of the
Washington zop for 31 years,
died Monday.

these women (hat'they are all
wrong, and their stories are
silly, bul they keep bothering
Tael

Agtually,
enl 1s correet,
longer believe In these old
theories about the marking
of bables. The old wives
would not belleve in them
either if they knew how early
in fetal life the buby grows
past the slage in which sev-
cral of the common defects
could come to him. For in-
stance; the other day, a wo-
man, while trying to silence
me on the matter, told me of
a woman who, when ghe was
elght months pregnant, was
frightened by a rabbit, and
‘s a result! got a child with
a hare:lip, To many persons
such a happening would seem
lo. prove the whole theory of
markings, Bul (o me it did
nol prove anything because
I knew thal al the elghth
month the baby was practle-
ally [finlshed, and almost
ready to be born, A harelip
is formed In & fetus when it
is In a very easrly stage of
development. Often it could
be very cheery to a pregnant
womiin to know that experts
in embryology (science of the
developmenlt of the baby In
the womb) do not believe in
the old idea of marking.
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