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Pestiferous Face
Fly Found West
0f Mississippi

Washlngton - (Science Serv-
fee) — Face flies, the enemy
agenis that invaded New York
from Nova Scotla in 1058,
have . succeeded in pushing
their psychological wirlare
campalgn across the Mississip-
pi river into the central states.

Although nol known to be
carriers of a fatal disease,
these pests can worry a horse
or cow to a frazzle by lapping
up fluids around the eyes and
nose and around open
wounds, There are reports
{hal Hhorses are parcticularly
hard to handle after irritating
attacks from face flles, and
{hiit cows refuse to feed prop-
erly and their milk production
drops.

The face fly stayed in the
New York state area until
1057 - 1958. Now, in three
years, It has spread lo every
sliate enst of the Mississippl
river as far south as Ten-
nessee and West Virginia; and
it Is making a beeline for the
West Coast, Minnesota, Iows,
Missouri and Nebraska have
reported the pest, But weslern
Pennsylvania ls the hardest
hit area at present.

Not Too Much Known

Entomologist W. G. Bruce
of the U.8, Department of Ag-
riculiure admits that not too
much 15 known about the fly.
There is no known effective
contrel, but a mixture of
svrup, water and DDVP Is
doing some good. DDVP s
dichloro - diphenyl = vinyl
phosphate.

This fly does not atlack in
the shade, Inslde barns and
other bulldings. It usually
stays out in the bright sun-|
light except in the fall when
the temperalure dropa,

Some Canadian investiga-
{ors belleve this pest Is as-
soclaled with outbreaks of
pinhk eye' (infectlous keratitiz),
but this has not been proved.

One reason the face fly has
such a head start is that It
looks much llke the common
hoyke fly. Farmers ignore it
al lirst.' There are differences,
however, In the head anatomy
and in the veins of the wings.

Thers is also s difference in
the mouth parts, since the
face fly does not bile, but
rather laps up flulds,

New Antibiotic
Said Effective
Against Staph

Liondon - (Science Service)
— A newly discovered anlibl-
otle, demethylchlortetracy-
cline (DMCT), shown (o be
nearly twice as effeclive
agninst staphyloceal inféetion
as the older antiblotic letracy-
eline (TC), Is reported In &
study of Its merits In the cur-
rent fssue of the British Medl-
cal Journal,

The report on this antibi-
otle, by a Boston and London
medical team, slates the new
aniiblolic may be ‘“entirely
new or prove lo be related In
structure and netion to anoth-
er already known.'" Research
has been in progress since
PMCT was [first reporied
three years ago by Dr. J. R,
D. McCormick and his as
soclales al the Lederle Labo-
ratories, Pearl River, N.Y,

Drs.  Maxwell Finland of

Harvird Medieal School and
L. P. Garrod of the Univer-
sity of London, aided in part
by & Nationnl Institutes of

Health grant, reporl observa-

{lons after studying volumi-

nous works of researchers,

published und unpublished,

Merits Undecided

Although the final merits
of this new antiblotic have
not been declded, the invosti-
gators.point out the follow-
ing mdvantages:

1. DCMT his high stability.

2 Itg activily against most
bacteria exceeds that of TC
by approximately tw o fold,
(Only two doily doses are re-
quired, which is an important
ndyvantage for patienls requir-
ing slegp.)

3. Urine elimination is less
than half that of TC, allowing
heallng concentrations of
DMCT to remiin in the blood
for w much longer time after
n dose,

Device Cuts Haze
But Fails in Fog

Washington -(Science Serv-
fce) - Ships' pilots ean cul
through smoke and haze with
an Infrared light system des-
eribed to an internatiopal con:
ference on navigational aids
here by Jupanese researchers.

They sald the infrared riys
i{n & system called Noetovision

can penetrate aboul 2,000
yards, A man with equipment
1o coavert the Invisible rays
intd s visible image could
enstly ‘letoct buoys and ob-
sirticiidng ahead.

Bul Noctavision is not much
good in fog or rain, the re-
searchers admitted, The con-
ference is sponsored by the

u.s. Cnlllt Guard.
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