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'Belly Politics' May Decide Election Results in Northwest States
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the more or less hidden is-

sues.
Belly politics is what po-

litical scientists call the
theory that vote results are
often keyed to pocketbook
issues.

Said one professor who is
a longtime observer of west-
ern U.S. politics: "As the busi-
ness cycle goes up, the Re-

publican vote usually goes up;
as the cycle goes down, the
Democratic vote goes up."

Idaho state Democratic
Chairman John Walters put
it this way:

"Democrats will win by a
landslide in Idaho because
the people will be voting
against To w e r employment
figures, poor farm prices, de-

plorable mining industry con-
ditions and a lumber industry
not much better off than
mining."

Naturally, Republican lead;
ers don't buy that. They're
hopeful of victory sparked by
their contenders Richard M.
Nixon and Henry Cabot
Lodge.

Peter Gunnar, Oregon State
chairman, said:

"Nixon and Lodge will
carry Oregon. We're going to
make a substantial comeback
if we continue to work hard."

While all three Northwest
states lined up for President
Eisenhower in 1952 and 1956,
Democrats have been making
big strides in statewide con-
tests.

Oregon was known as the
"Vermont of the West" until
1954 when Democrats grab-
bed every major post except
the governorship and one
congressional seat. ,

And in Washington state,
Democrats have been increas-
ing their gains since 1956
when Albert D. Rosellini de-

feated GOP Gov. Arthur B.
Langlie.

Democrats hope to make
the most of these " poc-
ketbook issues this year:
Dams, defense spending and
development of national re-

sources. ,
' '

People also are talking
about farm policy and the
government's so - called tight
money policy as it affects the
region's key lumber industry.

Most observers agree that
John F. Kennedy's Catholic-
ism is an undercurrent issue,
but disagree as to its scope.

Portland's Oregon Journal
announced in
it would print no more let-
ters about each presidential
candidate's religious belief. It
said it believed the subject
had been thoroughly explored
in the flood of letters it had
received.

". , . To continue publica-
tion of letters, pro or con,
would only add fuel to the
fire," the Journal said.
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Natural Resource

Conference Slated
Portland - IIIP1I - A one-da-

conference on Oregon natural
resource problems will be
held here Thursday with an
eight-memb- panel composed
mostly of Democratic senators
and representatives hearing
views.

Sen. Warren G. Magnuson,
will be chairman.

Others on the panel will be
Sen. Frank Church,
Sen. Clair Engle,
Sen. Hall Lusk, Dem-
ocratic Reps. Edith Green,
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Gonorrhea Incidence
Increases in Oregon

Portland - MPII - The State
Board of Health predicted
Tuesday that the incidence of

Qgonorrhea in Oregon will be
the highest this year since
1948.

DgjRichard H. Wilcox, state
healui officer, said 841 new
cases were reported through
August, compared to 668 cases
for the same period of 1999.
About 20 per cent of the new
cases this year, he said, have
been among teenagers. Young
adults from 20-2- 4 have ac-

counted for 33 per cent.
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