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Want to Know How
Snakes are Charmed?

The majority of people
abhor snakes, yet many of]
these same individunals are|
fascipated by them and sel
dom overlook an opportunity
o be among those present
when one Is killed, or live
specimens are displayed.

The fascination for snokes
may explain, in part, some
of the rcasons for the ro.
called snnke cults, These
snike culls nre as old as clvi:
lization Itself

There Is an element of dan-
gor:in handling the venomous
kinds, and u certain threill in
watehing  another man el
umph over o dangerous beust.
Tinged With Mystery

The performance al @
mike cult §s usually tinged
with  the mysterious, The
handler professes falth ®o
strong (hal the reptile would
not dare bile him, or if
foollsh enough {o do so, the
falth possessed by the han-
dler would prevent serious
CONHeqUEences.

Some handlers even pro-
fess a Inith so strong Lhal the
snoke’s venom is hormless, If
the cull leader is bitten and
later dles from the bile, his
fulthful followers can say hils
faith was not potent or he
didn't belleve hard enough.

The leader's physical well-
being, or the state or slze of
the reptlle has a greal deal
fo do with I, but his Is
noever admilled to the follow-
ers. Harmless snakes would
not serve the purpose, as
there would be no element of
danger—the act would be a
complete {lop,

To add another meosure of
mystery, snake cull meetings
usually are held al night
when everylhing seems o it
tle more cerle. A snake is not
as dongerous al night sinee
the air is naturally cooler, If
the nights are not cool
enough to slow the snake
down, a plece of lee in the
cage helps. Chill the repille
and 1L Is reluctant to bite or
even move,

Holding Snake Siill

The cult-leader, Informed
in some pheses of natural
selence, Is able to hold the
snnke in position before him
merely by placing the reptlie
on' a plece of gloss or even
on i plece of Brussels corpel,
The snake c¢an't move and
the followers think the han-
dler  possessed some octult
power over the reptile.

The snake hog no legs, bt
It can wallk on the lower part
of 115 ribs which are movable
inside the skin. The snake,
however, on & plece of gloss
cannol move, which explains
why lhe snake remains guiet
at the snake cult meetings,

Some handlers remove the
polson fangs from the snake's
mouth. This would only be
ellective for a shorl time as
the fangs readily and quickly
grow back In sgain.

Removal of the polson sacs
from (he head Is seldom dane,
as such an operation would
be of an extremely dellcale
nuture, and beyond the tal-
ents of the culy leader.

The secrel of Lhe Enake
cuills I8 not the snakes, which
are pretly well understood
by the scientists, bul is In
the minds of men and women
whose minds must  harbor
some strange bellefs to be-
lleve that a dnnke cull is a
religion,

(Relessed by The Register
and Tribune Syndicate, 1860)

Practical Joker
Dies From Burns

Dathan, Ala, — ) — Earl
Lewis, 32, cartled n gilt of
food Wednesday night to the
home of & Negro helper. Be
fore knocking on the door he
put on a false nose and a pair
of false glasses.

The man who opened the
door wans go siarlled thal he
threw o kerosene lanip in
Lewls' foce. Lewls was {atal-
Iy burned,

Just before he died Thurs
day, Lowls loaked up from his
hospital bed and told mom-
bers of his family: "Don't play
jokes lika 1 did,"

Special Dance Slated
For United Crusade

A special Uniled Modford
Crusade benefit dance will be
leld Thursday, Ocl, 8, in the
Pioncer room of the Jackson
hotel, according to Dr, D, P.
Philips, UMC apecinl evenls
chairman, The dance, which
I sponsored by Arthur Mur-
ray Dance studio, will be from
8 p.m, to midnight.

Muslc will be provided by
Caegar Muzzioll and his band,
Speelnl  Intermission  enter-
tninment will feature mem-
hers of the Arthur Murray
organizntion, The dance s

open Jo the public,
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Includes

Includes

® 3 pc, curved soctional with
5Va-inch foam rubber rever-
sible xippered cushions,

® TY swivel chair
® 2 plastic top stoprand tables.
® Cocktail table to match.

HOLDS ANY
GROUP FOR
FUTURE DELIVERY

14 Pc. Sofa

® 3 pc. modern arm and bumper
sofa with matching chair and
attoman lsleaps 3}

® Decorator Hoor lamp & shade.

® 2 plastic top end tablen,
® Cocktail table to match,

14 Pc. Sectional Living Room Group

29

$5 DEPOSIT . EREE

Living Room Group

® 2 modern table lamps & shades.
® Wrought iron magazine rack.

® 2 modern 1ofa pillows.

® Wrought iron smoking stand,

® Frea 9 x 12 Rug.

DELIVERY

onywhore in Oregon
" ar Washington

® 2 Modern table lamps, shades,
® Wrought lron magaxine rack.
® Wrought iron smoking stand,
® 2 modern sofa pillows,

® Free 9 = 12 Rug,

00
© . GRAY'S

living room groups!

FURNITURE BARN

Hiway 99 — Central Point
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