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Activity Behind Forest Fire Li
i

SMOKE RISES-Hoere s o genernl view of the 80 to: 100 Hill last Wednesday. The fire storted just beyond Lhe
acres charred by flames just neross the river from Gold  house inthe eenter-left foreground.

N “ "
FIRE HEADQUARTERS - Thizg group of Stockion, knecling In foreground, s the
stale department af forestry vehicles served  aggistant digtvicl forest warden who was
ns  headguarters for flrelighters on the the fire boss, Flames swept over all the
“Gold Hill fire" Iagt Wednedday, Dovle bowlshaped gully visible In the pieture.

WHERE IT BTARTED - The old Chryaler swipt through tinderdey foxtall greass into
auto body at right is where the Gold Hil the brush and trees on the hill beyond,
fire last Wednesday beégan, From there it

FIRE CASUALAYEThis state dopartment of ‘The driver escapod, bt the fruck caught

rq‘l,rz pumper teuck was trapped (o the fire, and was badly charred on the right
Fﬂ. when It couldn™t ger Lraction In the rear end. It will be repaired and relurned
soft, saney soll as the blaze approached. 1o seovice

| Posl_e_rahlesi

Planned To Find
"Woods Hooligan’

Portland-A "Woods Hooll-
giun' poster contest for both
elemontary and high  school
students recently wias  an-

Red Hat Days committee
here.

Contestants will submit
poster ideas on 11 by 14-inch
materinl to illusirale one or
all of the “Woods Hooligan'
family, Members of the “‘fum-
Iy'" e Pyro MHooligan, the
fire setler; Klepto Hooligan,
the thiel; Destructo Hooligan,
the destroyer of property;
ard Dummo  Hooligan, *‘too
dumb" to read so he tres.
passes and shools signs.

A weekly prize will be
awarded in each division, and

the grand prizes necording to

Oregon Journal, the Oregon-
lan, and the Oregon State
Game commission,

Conlest spokesmen said no
entries will be returned, and

{thiey may be in colop or bluck

and white, The contest runs
from Sepl, 24 through Oel.
315 those postmarked nfler
Oct. 81 will not be eligible
The name, nddress, age, and
school of the entrant must be
Ineludod on the baek of each

will be one weekly prizo and
threg [final prizes in each
division.

Entries should be sont 1o
“Woods Hooligan," post of-

Ore,

Police Department
Receives Reward

A cheek for $100 has boen
forwarded by the Jewelers'

United States to the Medford

person who burglarized Bro-

Main st.
The JSA is a crime detec

port  spending  more

teetlon of its members,
The $100 reward was paid

penitantiney.

Brophy's is currently dis-
playing the choek, before
being presented 1o Medford
police in a fow days, jewelry
officials gay. The money will
be placed in the pollee bene
fit fund, nominally mnin
tained: by monthly conteiba.
tions (rom the officers them:
selves,

Civil Service Posts

Available; Exams Set
The U.S, civil service com-

mission hag announced now

examinations for filling posi.

Kraphie technicians, drafts
men, and aldes; employment

surance advisor and social in-

surance research annlvst,
Further information may

be oblnined from the local

ford posi office,

nounced by the Governor's

the winning posters will be
entered in  competition for

committee  officials. Judges
will be cartoonists from the

-

poster submitted, and there|

flee box 4138, Portland B,|

he said. “Two"” came the re-
ply. And he said:

Security  Alllanee of the

police depurtment oy the ar-
rest wnd  conviction of the

phy's  Jewelers, 200 Enst

office of the soulhwest dis-

tion and prevention organi.| et offi
antlon which has operated px.| M ent
clusively for the Jewelry in-|

dustry since 1883, They ru-ii”'“’“’"}' Doyle Stockion, ns-

{hhon | Sistant digtrict warden, plot-
S1A50000 in “trackin B
down' Jowelry thieves and|
piying rewards for the l“_“_I'I-mm\'n source, picked up an-

to the local department for
the arrest and conviction of |
Harry Howard Gray who!
broke the window of thel
jewelry establishment dnjed up and sent. A bulldozer
July and removed $300 worth | (8 TD14 International), ready
of Jowelry, He wis sentenced | on i teansport vehiele, was
to four yeurs In the ,m,.iurrln-rvrl out, And soon Stock-

ostty departinent’s bulldozer

tions including those of cartos

servico advisor; and soclal in-

sintion ina fleld on a rise be
clvil gervice office at the Med- low the higher hill, was |

Gold Hill Area

Blaze Small, But
Typical of Work

(Editor's note: This is the
story of & fire. It is not a
large fire, as these things
are rockoned by profession-
al fire fighters. And in
some ways it was typlcal of
the blazes which are {ought
or propared for, all season
leng in southern Oregon-or
85 typical as anyone fire
can be in terrain and weath-
or s varied as that in Jack.
son and Josephine counties.
No such story can be com-
plete, for many people are
involved, and no amount of
newspapor space could fell
in full how such a fire af-
fects their lives,)

By ERIC W. ALLEN JR.
Mall Tribune Managing
Editor

A few minutes afler noon
on Wednesday, Sept, 21, Allen
Hilkey was using his ‘old
tread-tractor (o haul =
stripped-down Chrysler auto
body across a field behind
his home,

Hilkey is a logger, but be-
cause a “Cat" had broken

down in the woods operation
of Lou Varner, for whom

Hilkey works, he was at
home,
The car body had been

abandoned by a “couple of

klds" from Texas a week or

s0 before, and Hilkey wag

taking It to a junkplle, mostly
of v:recked cars, which he and
his neighbor, Eddie Volmer,
used as a source for metal
SCraps.
Live Across River

The Hilkeys and Volmers

live on Roule 1, Gold Hill, |

neross the river from the
town, in that polnt of land
around which the Rogue river
runs, nnd the maln features
of which is & knobedike hill
listed on maps as Gold Hill

Hilkey says thal after he
huuled the aulo body to the

dump area, he recrossed the
dry, ankle-deep grass with his

tractor, and was talking with
Volmer when they both no-
ticed a blaze coming from un-

der the rear axle of the |

wheel-less car. They grabbed
shovels, Hilkey reported, and
altempled to pul out the fire

with dirt, and lo scrape a|,

trall through the tinder-dry

WHAT CAUSED THE FIRE?-Curtls Nesheim, distviet war-
den for the stale department of forestry (al right), questions
Allen Hilkey, route 1, box 18A, Gold Hill, who laler was
cited for operating an improperly equipped wehicle on for-
The fire started beyond Hilkey's home.
i logger, sald it orlginated when he was using a tractor
to pull an old ear body, which hit a pipe.
vesligntors sald the cause of the blaze was a spark from
Hilkey's \raclor.

grass to  prevent it from

spreading. Bul it gol away,
he sald, and he ran bock o
his tractor, and tried fo Ii:‘l"ll
its dozer blade (o trall the |

Ire
Bult the fire rushed through |

the drv grass, He tralled it to
the west, where il was sweep-
ing low
“took off*
the slopes of the hill.

Lookout Sees Smoke

rd his home, bul it
to the east, and up

At 12:50 p.m,, Rosco Smith,

the Iookout on Buck Rock,
near Shady Cove, saw smoke
rising from behind a ridge
toward Gold Hill, He took \|p|
his radio microphone

“Fivedhirty-eight to (wo,"

“Thete's a small column of
Hghtgray smoke coming up
over toward Gold Hill, Il's
bearing is azimuth 212 de-
grops."

“Tensfour,” (received and
understood) came the roply.

The alr wiags silent o mo-
mont. Then o feminine voice,
this one owned by Mrs, Ida
Stone on  Anderson Bulle
lookoutl, gave i cross-bearing,

On Table Rock rd, in the

"

ce of the state depart.
of forestry (hotter
known locally as “the forest

ted the site, checked 1o make
sure the smoke was {rom no

other microphone, and over
the loudspeaker ordered a
eriw on its way. r
Crews Are Sent

As additional reporls came
in, other crews were round-

ton himself, veteran of many
n fire and, in the words of
his bosg, “one of the best fire
control men In the state,” left
to take personal charge

A heatdnuarters was set up
in the brown, grassy field
where the fire started. Hilkoy
himself Joined in the fight
with his tractor. and the for-

wis sent on its lumbering

FIRE I8 HOT-The windshield and windows of the ear where
the fire started were melted and broken by the intense heat
Interior of the epr was burned almost clean.
Melted glnss can be scen at left, and at resr.

wiy to budld tralls to contaln
the blaze.
Fire erewmen (mostly

| voungsters under the direc

tion of more experionced

foremen) were doployed, and | Wheels Only Spin

set to building hand-trails-a |

hot, dry, dusty, exhaunsting  climbed in and started to pull
| business on the steep slopes fout to a safer spol. Bul the
Land through the manzanita, | four-w h eel-drive vehicle's
madronn and oaks, and the  wheels only spun in the loose,
dry soll, The fire crept near-
er. The driver sprinted out,
got to another wehicle, and
then to safety. After the rush-

tll, dry, “fox-tall'" grass
At one point, a pumptruck,

point of flame started to en- truck, the second pumper re-
turned and put out a fire
which had started to burn the | "horseback” estimate-the net
truck. Gasoline from the tank
was blazing, but miraculously
did not explode, (It will be
repaired and returned to serve
lee within a few davs)

! fanned, then relarded, by a

‘being trailed by bulldozer

and sweating foremen. But
here and there it would jump
the fire line, and a new start
would have to be made.

In the burned-over area
snags conlinued lo smoulder
and smoke, and occasionally
a brush-patch would flare up
with*a mighty (lame and &
ecolumn of black smoke from
the oilrich vegelation.
Borate Bombed

Edarly in the fighting a “bo-
rate homber” from Rosen-
balm Aviation Inc., had been
ordered Intol action, and
dropped one load, which
slowed the blaze, but only
tempaorarily

By 5:30, Stockton estimaled
that the blaze, now covering
about 80 avres, wns 90 lo 05
per cent “contalned’ (that is,
surrounded by fire trails), bul
he still expected & few more
“slop - overs”, and wouldn't
promise “control” (assurance
that the fire's spread had
stopped) until lnler that eve-
ning or morning,

Between 45 and 50 men
were on the fire lines, most of
them bulilding trails: around
the last uncompleted sections
of the perimeter.

Hilkeys old tractor had
heated up and thrown a tread,
and, while it cooled, he wallk-
ed back to fire headquarters,

He was questioned by Dis-

| trict Warden Curtis Nesheim,

who took his statement and
then asked Hilkey to sign it

The eause of the fire?

Hilkey thought it must
hive come from @ spark caus:
od by dragging the car body
nevoss a pipe, or rock.
Spark from Traclor

The lorest patrolmen
thought it must have started
from n spark thrown by Hil-
keys traclor.

He was cited into district
court on a charge of operating
an improperly equipped vehi-
ele on stale-protected land,
The traclor had no spark ar-
restor.

As the dusk began to fall,
the smoke, which before was
a tall eolumn into the shy,
beeame thinner. The flare-ups
beeame fewer, Stockton or-
dered a nigh! erew of 25 men
tor continue trail-building and
protection through the night,
nnd prepaved to feed and then
release the men 'who hond
fought the blaze through the
afternoon Many of them-
about 20-would return the
next morning {o begin the
“mop up'-spotling and extin-
gulshing small blazes, burn-
ing snags and so on, inside
the fire line,

On For Soveral Days

When would it be “eom-
pletely outl'"? “Oh" Stockion
sald, “we'll have one or more
men here for several days, or
a couple of weeks, depending.
Maybe until the rains come."”

Then he turped  to  his
“"headquarters,' » bright-red
Jeop station wagon, to answer
a call from a crew foreman
on top of the ridge, whose
erew waps  bullding: a  trail
along the top to connect up
with the one buill by the 'doz-
er. The foremnn was using a
“peanut” — a “handie-talkie™
radin.

The two. exchanged infor-
mation, and then Stocklon
asked, “How far have you
come?"

“Seems like about 18
miles,’" eame back the tired
voice,

Stockton grinned, and re-
plied, “You'll meet up pretty
goon.," He turned and sald
"Thal's hard work."

Other Radio Challer

There was other ridio chal-
ter, Three boys on the crew
asked that  their parents. in
Grants Pass, be potified that
they would be home later
than expeclod,

They made the request to
the foremun, who relayed It
on the “peanut’ to Stockton's
car-radlo, *302," and he re-
loyed it to 2" (Medford head-
quarters), which relayed it to
"13' (Grants Puss headquars
lers), which telephoned the
home of one of the parents,
who were then nsked to eall
the parents of the other two,

Finally satistied with his
job, and with his arrange-
ments for the coming night
and morning, Stockton pre-
pared to let the night fire
boss take over.

And how much did the lire
cozl?

In terms of nctual lass, not
much, Little commereial tim-
ber was burned,

Damage fo Truck

But theére wis the damage

to the truck. There was the

HOT WORK-Jay Wyman Algenz Jr., a member of one of | €08t of the exira labor-boys
the state departmient of fo.estry crows (“Be sure and say | Who are not in the regular
," he said) is shown as he was hacking a Suppression erews, There waa
hand trail through n manzanita clump to prevent the fire | #850line, oll, and wearand.
from spreading. He and a helper, Jim McCoy of Gold Hill, | fear on nine slate vehicles.

used an ax and & “hazol hoe" to elear the trail, There was the expensive bo-

rate, and the plane renta),
which amounts to more than

$200 per hour.

Warden Neshelin made a

cost to the stale’ probably
would wind up at “more than

$1,000."

And who would pay for it?
Well, it's in graring land,

and owners of grazing land
pay & regular fee on a per.
nad | pere basis for fire suppression,
spread up toward the adjoin- | The costs would come out of

threatened as & fastmoving |Ing blaze passed the stalled | ing ridges. Parts of it were |thut. If they go abova the

Y — by
H) AP

|
| Neshelm glanced up the hill

nes Vital

amount in the fund in any
one vear, the assessment goes
up the following year.

And, of course, if there s
any chance of recovery, the
state can make a claim
peainst the person responsie
ble for starting the fire, and
It he won’t pay, can go |9
court to obtaln it,

But, Nesheim pointed out,
sometimes you just can't res
cover-not if the responsihble
party. doesn’t haye anvihing.

The owner of the land also
can sue, if he feels his loss Is
fetionable.

As he turped (o leave,

where Hilkey had succeeded
I getting his old tractor go-
Ing again, and was bringing
It down,

“I knew I'd seen him some-
where before," he remarked,
Helped Fighl Fire

Hilkey had mentioned ear-
lier that e Had helped fight
another fire, in almost exact-
ly the same spol, June of

1957. That one had been
started by a youngster who
was “camping oul,” and who
set his “eampfire” in dry
grigs, and wis lucky lo ese
cape with his life when it
| *onk off."
|  Nesheim looked al the {in-
derdry  field, much of it
chewed up by bulldozer and
truck tracks; where it stretoh-
|ed away without a break to
the modest homes of Volmer
and Hilkey.

He shook  his head and
climbed lnto his car:

Radioactive Drugs
Subject of Show

Questions on the uses of
radionelive materials in med-
Icine and research will ba
digcussed by a panel of threa
local physiciang at 50
o'clock this evening on “Ad-
ventfures in . Medicine™ over
station KBESTV.

The 'bi-weekly program is
presented by the Jackson
County  Tuberculosis.  aned
Health assoclation in coopiire
ation with the Jackson Coun-
ty Medica] Socieiy.

Dr. Ralph E. Hibbs, specinl-
st In dingnogis and internal
medieine, and Dr. Alan S.
Markee, radiologist, members
of the radiclsolope commit-
tee, will appear on the panel,
plong with Dr. Thomas J.
Tinsley, pathologist,

The committee s a require-
ment of the Atomic Energy
commission, and such come
mittees function wherever
radioactive drugs are admine
istered,

The physicians will explain
gome of the ways in which
radionctive drugs are admin-
istered, and will demonstrale
an electronic instrument for
| detection: of radicactivity,
| whith s used in connection
with dingnostic procedures,

Precautions used in the
manufiacture, thipment, slor
nge, and handling of radlo-
aclive materials also will ba
noled.

NROTC Exams
| Are Scheduled

The 15th annual national
competitive examination for
the regular Naval Reserve Of-
ficers Tralning corps will be
given to eligible high school
senfors and graduntes Dee. 10,
the Navy has announced,

Application forms are now
available from most high
schools: and Naval recruiting
offices and must be mailed
by Nowv. 18,

Designed o supplement the
officer output of the Naval
acadomy, the NROTC pro-
gram mankes It possible {or
¥oung men o earn'a regular
commission while studying at
the civilinn college of thele
cholee with an NROTC unit

High school senlors who ara
betweéen 17 and 21 on July 1,
1961, may apply for the aptls
tude test, Those who make a

| qualifying score will be given

| n physical exam early in 1061,
From the number of qunli-
fied persons, at least 1,600
will be selected to begin their
Naval carcers next Septems
bir,

The NROTC college tralns
ing program Is also open lo
enlisted men on active duty
with the Navy and Marines.

OSE Scholarship
Given Ashland Boy

Ashiand = George Converse,
18, son of Mr. and Mrs, Alvin
Converse, Ashland, has been
nwarded the Orogon Slite
Employee's scholarship to
continue his education at
Southern Oregon college, it
was announced recently, Cone
verse is a state employee at
S0cC.

Converse, a sophomore in
mathematics, plans 1o teach
college level mathomatics,

Scholarship recipients are
judged on their scademie rec-
ord and activities. Close reln-
tives of Oregon State employ-
ees are eligible for these

scholarships,




