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ome 20,000 rans, all but lost in the vast-
S ness of Yankee Stadium, roared their
approval of vight fielder Roger Maris as he
stopped into the battey’s box on o warm
swmmer afternoon,

It was a time for heroism, and Roger—
pronounced “Rajah” in the Bronx—was
hero of the hout, a top choice then for
Most Valuable Player and pacing the league
in batting, runs batted in, and home runs.

New York had runners on second and
third, A hit would put the Yankees in the
lead and keep them percentage points
ahead of the Chicogo White Sox. Instead of
heroism, Maris popped to first. But the
Rajah could do no wrong. The crowd thun-
dered their applause.

Mickey Mantle followed—to a chorus ol
catealls, His line single saved the day for
New York, but the upper deck was relent-
less in its jockeying of a great player who
has become yesterday's idol in the $2 seats.

The 1960 darling of hero-conscious Yan-
keedom is Roger Maris, an itinerant up-
and-down slugger until he realized his lile's
ambition: “getting with & winning club.”
With also-ran Cleveland in 1957 and never-
ran Kansas City in most of 1958 and all of
1959, Maris hid periods of spectacular hit-
ting, but injuries pulled him down to aver-
ages of 235, 240, and 273, A left-handed
hitter, he hit 28 homers in 1958 but only
16 last year.

With the Yankees; however, Maris un-
chavaeteristically provided the consistency
of hitting that New York woefully lacked
in 1859 and early this season.

Maris also packed most of the traditional
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Yankee [an appeal. To the bleacherites,
heve wins an “eld-time ballplayer,” not a
walking corporation as exemplified by some
modern Yankees like Mantle.

Fandom is in for some disenchaniment.
Maris is a traditivnal Yankee in power and
spirit, but he also is as modern and as cal-
culating as an electronic scorchoard.

Before a recent night game, Maris re-
laxed in the players’ lounge of Yankee
Stadium and reluctantly answered ques-
tions duving the TV commerelals of an
ancient Laurel and Hardy film.

"I'm like anybody else. 1 want the secur-
ity of & business, I'm going to buy a bever-
age distributorship when | get the money.
I know promotion; I do it for a meat-pack-
ing outhit in the winter."

He's much more verbal about plans for
his company than about his baseball career
and why 1960 was such a banner year, “I'm
doing what I always did—swinging away.
But things are going right.” He lapses into
silence to watch Lautel slam a door in
Hardy's face.

uuckuiNg on the sofa next to Maris was
Mickey Mantle, Of the two “Murderous
Ms,” Mantle is the more spectacularly bullt,
Maris' 200 pounds are evenly distributed
over his six fect. Only his sausage-sized
wiists indicate power. Pitchers have learned
that those wrists are deadly on low balls,
less effective at shoulder height.
Throughout the TV comedy, Mantle and
Maris exchanged only chuckles, but there
is no sense of rivalry between them, as
some fans and sportswriters have sug-
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