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Strange Assortment of Weapons
Being Used in South Viet Nam War

Edltor's note: This ls the flrsi of
three di:rltchn by UPl Ralgen
Bureay Manager Arthur J, Dom-
men on the litle-known hatile by
South Viet Nam agalnst Comru-
nist guerrilias, Dommen accompas
nied a Vietnamese unit on a combat
operation against the guerrillas to
galher information fof the serles,

diadesctadlite’

By ARTHUR J. DOMMEN

Saigon, South Viet Nam-urh
A small but savage war Is
going on In the southern
marshes of South Viet Nam.

It is a war that is fought
with knives, a strange assort:
ment of small firearms, hooby
traps and dummy rifles, 1t s
a war fought against an en-
emy who remging larely un-
goen and avoids engngements
agalnst regulnr  Iroops, No
one ventures o BuY when o
final victory will be nchleved,

Communist guerrillas are
the enemy, and the Vietnu-
mese  government hos sent
units as large as regiments
into some of the most diffi-
cult terrain In this Southenst
Aslan republic In an efforl
o woed them oul.

Monsoon Rain Faclor

Combat operations go on
{n swamps, jungles and rice
paddies that make trucks,
tanks and artillery virtually
useless, The predominant fea-
ture of many of these areas 18
the driving monsaon raln that
sweeps across the flat land
and makes life miserable for
soldiers and guerrillas alike.

“This Is not a cunwuilnn_ul
war,” a lieutenant colonel in
eharge of a large scale opers
atlon told this correspondent.
Wit is rather lke the war the
French are fighting in Al-

geria,

Up Il recently the slrug-
gle against Communist I~
surgents in the south has been
largely edrrled on by units of
local militla organized within
each village or by provincial
troops ealled alyil guards.

Bul as of the heginning of
{his year, the government of
President Ngo Dinh Diem has
incroasingly engaged regular
army roops, and even fight
er aircraft, in an effort to
wipe out the Communist ele-
ments that spread propaganda
and terrorize the pensunts
who form the majority of the
12,8 milllon' Inhabitants of
this country.

Some arens, known lo be
refuges and supply points for
the Communists, have boen
evacunted by the peasant pop-
ulation on orders ol the gov-
ernment and, declared “wir

rones.'"
Presumed Agent

fn such zones, anyone
caught moving by the army
{s presumed to be & Come
munist agent, called here
Viet Cong (Communist sup-
plier or sympathizer), and 18
Ylable to be shot'with no ques
\lons asked, The evacuated
thatched huts of the pensants
were burned and stocks of
rice. In the zone confiseated
or destroyed,

Such a zone Is the U Minh
Ha swampland of Lhe coun-
{ry's southernmost province,
where a regiment of the Viet-
namese army and a battalion
of crack American - trained
mavines haye just completed
a “mopping up"' operation.

The U Minh Ha is an in-
hopitable reglon of forest and
swiamp, drenched for half the
year by torrential ralns and
attording sweet water durind
the long dry secason In only
one or two locations, It has
been @& haven for insurgents
since the beginning of the
bloody Indo-China war, and
{a so unhealthful that not
not even the French wrmy al-
tempted to penetrate it, Now
it has become the closest
thing In Viet Nam fo & ter-
ritorial domain claimed by
{he Communist cadres who
were loft behind foilowing the
partition of Viet Num at the
1084 Geneva conference.

Oporational plans drawn up
at the command post In the
provincial capital of Camou
provided for & five-day Jdrive
from the castern edge of the
gwamp to the coast of the
Gulf lof Thailand by a bat.
talion of marines with some
artillery support from fixed
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a single column
wading through
water along

carrying food,

hour,

Al times
up lo thelr necks,
thelr
guns above their heads. Rain
sometimes cut  wvisibility to
practicully zero.

Troops are supplied with
all the gear of the modern
fool soldier. They have o
good stock of first sid equip-
ment and their standard weap-
ons are the American M-1 rifla

gy

hill gighting ngoingt anti-Cas

nnd government forces were
Las Villas provinee in central

forced to wade through water
holding | good
rifles and submachine

CUBA BEEFS ARMY—Cuba beefed up Iis
army with Soviet weapons and drafted wom-
en for duty In the milltia to free men for

Seallered ¢loshes between guerrilln bands

positions along the swamp's|and the Browning Aulomatic|

Rifle. They use American port-|

The drive was conducted by | able radios to keep in touch|
of marines | with other units,

knec-deep
the bank of a
strnight enst-west canal, whl]r[nf the sonking, tiring irek,
i gtring of wooden gampans|to the very end. Each day's
ulnmunilltml:murt:h usunlly was mode 1o
and medical supplivs followed | the tune of much good-natured
the advancing troops. Prog-|joking in Vielnamese
ress was slow, with the parly | the
averaging about one mile pl.‘rl

Morale of the
peared good from

troops ap-

| the start

Only

officers, who have had

rines al Quantico, Va,, speak

the troops wer("gnnr! English.

Much of the eredit for the
mornle: of the Lroops
must go to the young officers
like d4-year-old Capt, Tran
Van Nhut, who commanded
the battalion on this opera-
tlon, He hns a wife and chil-
dren In Saigon and hopes to
go bock to the United Stules|
for a second tour of Instruce
tion.

YOur army doesn't yel have |

Del Ri# al the

with
wiis

shown
siro guerrillas,  guerrillas;
A former Castri

reported from
antl-Communist

Cubin to Pinar

Off the Land,

a large corps of senior offi-
cers," he explained in re-
sponse lo & question about
the youth of the command-
ing officers involved In The
“mopping up" operation. Few
officers in the Vietnamese
army rose above the rank
of major during the years of
French colonial rule here.
The U Minh Ha swamp al-

tralning under the U.S, Ma-|forded no firm ground in all

ity miles of barren waste. So
at nightfall, when It became
dangerous to progress further
along the conal, a camp was
pitched on a soggy hillogk
with the troops jolning their
ponchos to make tents. But
by morning the soggy hillock
was entirely [flooded.

Water way everywhere, The
driest place to be had was a
will-babled-out sampan

Mext: The Guerrillas Live

western end of the island.
Ma)j. Sinesio Walsh, bearded, center rear,

members of his antl-Castro

reported commanding his

forces in the Clenfuegos sector of Las Villas.

y ndherent, Walsh Is a violent
" (UPI Telepholo)

"Sofin, Bulgarin - WD -
You'll find Elvis Presley rec-
ords on the juke box In the
par of {he best hotel in this
capital of the mosl commu-
nized Soviet satellite state,
It |s one of many surprises
walting for western lourists
now. belig conxed here with
the promise of sunny Biack
Sen beach resorts and re-
laxed visa, requirements,
Most western visitors to this
Tennessee-slzed Balkon state
gome from Europe, Particu.
larly France and West Ger-
muny these days, Bul Bulgar-
lang have new hopes for lur.
ing Americans, and their dol-
lars, for the first time since
World War 1I.

Relations between the Bul-
gariang and the United Stales
heeame £o stralned following
the Communist foke-over in
1044 that in 1860 the U.S.
broke off diplomntie contacl
altogether, Last year the two
countrics sgreed o exchange
ministers  again, and this
spring the Americans moved
into ' new legation here.
Diplomats Surprised L

Elvis Presley aside, wesl-
ern observers find fow sig
nificant chinks in ihe Iron
Curtain surrounding sateliite
Bulgiria, But newly returned
American diplomuls, expect-
ing @ cool receplion, have
been pleasanily surprised.

“Apparently we had left
behind a stock of good will,”
remarked an American dip-
lomul, “The Bulgakinng seems
glod to have us back.”

One thing I8 guaranteed to |
impress wostern visitors In|
Sofin: The lnck of curs = and
\raffic Jams. The capital’s
white uniformed, bulbn wav-
Ing teaffic cops literally give
ench ' passing  nuto personsl
attention along the broad ave- |
nues orissccrossing the city.

Almost any reasanably new |
American or Weslérn Euro-
pean car draws crowds of |
curlous Bulgarians,

There are other surprises
wiiting. On the official state
radio, party propaganda s
alternnted with scratchy re: |
cordings of Chicagustyle jazz
and Hawallan hula songs. And
eartier this month Sofia res-|
Idents began jomming loeal |
maovie houses for thelr first
look at an American film
in more than a decade - Mario
Lanza in "The Great Carugo" |
8Schools Closed

The Communist regime has
long closed all schools and
hospitals operated by Bulgar
la's Eastern Orthodox re-
liglous falthiul, But c¢hurch
bellx stil echo aerods the c!lyl
on Sunday morning, and So-
fin's chief landmark remnins
the glittering gold domes of
the Church of Alexander Nev-
shy.

Degpite perseoution, priesta
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and nuns appear on the sireatls
|

in their block robes, and
shops speclallze In religious
objotls,
Bulgarin's chief tourlst al-
traction is Ils Black Sca
beaches, On Moscow's Instrue-
tlons, a number of new ho-
fels were bullt around Bour-
gos and Varnn for weary
East Bloe commissars. Bul
now the Bulgarians are anx-
lously trying lo coax in west-
ern visllors with hard cur-
rency to spend.
Sunny Beach, a new re-
sorl near the coast villnge of
Nesseber, was bullt only last
year, Now It has a cagino
| and more thin 30 hotels,
Bulgarian tourlst officinls
claim the number of visll-
ors Lo the three main seaside |
resorts jumped from about 8,
500 in 1058 to more than 130,
000 last yoar.
Tourist visas enabling: wvis-
ltors to Airavel around Bul-
garine are now casily avail-
fble from Bulgarin's forelgn
embassies and legation, And
transit visas good for only 48
hours can be extended in So-
tin,
Forced Off Train
In a glaring cxception to
the ‘smooth course offered
most travelers, an American
womnn recently was foreed
off an outbound irain near
the BulgarinnTurkish bord-
er al 2 aum, because her visa
had expired at midnight, She
wits allowed to leave hours
lnter  afler  exlaining  she

Bulgaria Has Renewed Hopes for Luring
American Tourists and Their Dollars

would have met the deparl
ure deadline i the'train had
run on seedule,

(Although United Siates
passporls carry the notalion
they are nol good [or travel
in Bulgarin, it Is now possi-
ble to have them stamped as

valid for entry into Bulgnria,)

Richland Juveniles
Being Held Here

Three Richland, Wash,,
juveniles are being held in
the Jackson, county juvenile
detention home afler being
pieked up in Prospect by stiate
police Tuesday night as run-
Aways,

The 186-year-old boy and
two girls, one 14 and one 13,
were apprehended in the Pros-
pect hotel, They had abandon.
¢d the car belonging to the
boy's father, and left it in a
rondside diteh, Officers found
the damaged car, saw pn 56t of
schoolbooks in it, and checked
the area until they found the
three juveniles.

The parents have been noti-
fled, and nre expected Lo come
to plek up the three young
sters, juvenile authoritios said.
NO DARKNESS HERE

Gongales, Texas -UT0- The
front lawn kept by Mrs, F. L,
Drab is anything but drab, A
loeal gorden elub  recently
named the Drab lawn “Yard
of the Month"

Nuclear Bomb °
Testing Gives
Scientists Tracer

Washington—- (Science Serv-
lee) — Because of the testing
of nuclear weapons, scientists
have In their possession a
ginnt-scale tracer thal can be
used to study the mechanisms
and rates of many natural
progesses that involve the ele-
ment carbon,

Several examples of such
tracer studies are suggested
by Drs, Wallace 5. Broecker
and Edwin A, Olson of Co-
lumbis university's Lamont
G e ological Observitory at
Palisades, N. ¥, In a reporl
to Science, They also report
estimates of the proportion of
riudioactive carbon available
for such studies.

Maximum Before 18963 |

The ratlo of carbon-14 (ra-
dioactive carbon) to carbon-12
in the atmosphere over lhe
Northern Hemisphere will

reach a miximum before 1063
at from 1.3 to 1.4 times thul
pre-bomb level, the scientists
report. |
The muximum for surlace |
ocean wiler will be between |
1,00 and 1.15 times the pre
bomb level gnd the maximum |
will oceur between 1970 md|
1875.

By 1880, the ratio for the|
atmosphere will have dropped
haltway back to the pre-bomb
level,

Early In the next century,
the proportion of radicactive
carbon in the atmosphere will
be affécted more by man's
burning of coal and oll than
it Is by the seiting off of nu-
clear bombs, This is due to|
the [act that such eombustion |
releases into the atmosphere
carbon dioxide that is free
from radipactive carbon,

Can Be Used as a Tracer |
Bomb-produced radicaclive |
carbon can be used as a trucer |
in investigations in the fields
of soll stience, biochemistry,
limnology, and oceanography,
the scientists suggested, |
Radiocarbon measurements
In  simultancously collected
tree-leaf and atmospheric car-
bon dioxide samples, for ex-
ample, show that the concen-
trations ore often the same
bul that situations arlse where
tree leaves give a lower vil-
ue, A possible explanation for
this lnck of agreement s that
the leaves receive part of their
carbon  dioxide through the
rools of the Lree.
Bomb-praduced radiocarbon |
nlgo hes effects on radiocars|
bon dating. Although archag-
ologists have long been com-
plaining that the bomb:pro-
duced radlocarbon has been
interfering with their dating
tests, the bomb-produced ra-
dioearbon can also have 118
advantages, the scientists in-
dicated.

Due to “continuous spiking” |
of the atmosphere with: bomb-
produced radiocarbon, chnng-
% In the radiogarbon concen-
(ration throughout the earbon
eycle are now occurring much
faster than changes due sole-|
ly to radioactive decay. Con-
sequently, processes carried
oul in from one year o 100
years nre now measurable or|
will be in a lew years. |

SHINE 'EM UP

Memphis, Tenn, — WP -
“Mama,” asked J-year-old]
Mary Loulse Coletia, “why
wre you polishing brother?"
Mrs. John A. Coletta was ap-
plying skin lotion on Mary
Louise’s baby brother.
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basic cardigan sweater
BY HELEN HARPER

“Luxura"—100% acrylic fiber. Maoth and mildew praof.
Washable, Red, camel, black or brown, Sizes 36:40.

reg. 598 4.98

super soft
BATISTE SLIP

44% dacron polyester, 32% nylon, 24% cotton.
Shadow proof panel. Val lace trimi Daintily embroid-

ered bodice.
reg. 5.98 2.97

high quality flannel
LAYETTE ITEMS
TO EMBROIDER -

Sacque—Reg. 59¢ and 69¢.....cccveiiinriieincisnnns 4%9c
Kimono—Reg. 6%c and 75c¢....
Kimono with Finished Edge—Rag. 1.00...

excitingly styled
COSTUME RINGS

Adjustable bands. large setting. Rhinestanes or
pearls.

reg. 1.00 76¢

plus tox

special
KENSINGTON BATH SOAP

T!"ea large !:uu. Stock up now for Christmas giving.
Pine, gardenio, geranium or bouquel. Regularly three

bars for 1.39.
(3 large bars) 1.19

hand - made
YENETIAN GLASS ASHTRAYS

| Genuine venetian glass. Made in Murand, ltaly. As-
g | sorted sizes, shapes and colors.

7 reg.2.50
reg. 3.50

now 1.69
now 2.69

special selling
FAMED BRAND OPERAS

Black calf or black suede. Scoop up these glamorous
pumps, 1o perfect with everything! High or little hesls
+ + « all sizes! By Jaequeline and Corelli.

10.90

reg.12.99

famous make
SKIMMER FLATS

so right in black calf or suede

reg. 6.99 5.90
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