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Settlers of Matanuska Valley

Have Pride in Double Victory

Palmer, Alaska - [P0 - It
was raining on primeval for-
est and cranberry bogs when
208 middle western farm fami-
les, still slightly seasick,
stepped off a frontler rail-
road 25 years ago inlo a val-

ley of depression.

The Matanuska valley
rains fall today on green pas-
tures, sleek dairy caltle and
the vegetable garden of Alas-
ka. And 63 of those families
- now aboul 1,000 persons
strong — are still there, pros-
perous and properly proud of
a double victory over eco-
nomic defeat and physical
wilderness.

Now Deal Brainchild

They'll vole for president
this year for the first time
since 1032, And one candidate
already has turned up at the
state fair here to welcome

U.S. Plans Lunar
Probe This Month

Washington — WPl — The
United States is scheduled to
atlempt a lunar probe some
time before the end of this
month and probahly while So-
viet Premier Nikita Khrush-
chev Is at the United Nations,

An official of the Nallonal
Aeronautics and Space admin.
istralion said Saturday the
agency informed Congress
last spring it would try to
orbit a satellite around the
moon during the third quarter
of this vear. The quarter ends
Sept. 30.

Officials, however, denied
a British newspaper report
that the satellite would carry
television cameras. They said
Pioneer VI — the name of the
satellite if the firing Is suc-
cessful — would ‘go into orbit
3,000 to 4,000 miles above
the moon's surface.

Meantime, scientists at Jod-
rell Bank England, said aim-
Ing and guldance of the 380-
pound satellite must be more
accurate than any deep space
probe so far, except the So-
viet Lunik I1I which hit the
maon.

Jodrell Bank sclentists are
expected lo track the salel-
lite and zend the signals fir-
ing the retro-rockets which
will' slow the space vehicle
and kick It into orblt around
the moon,

Abducted Secrefary
Suspects Frameup

Miami - P - Mrs. Mar-
jorle Lennox, American Em-.
bassy seccrelary ordered ex-
pelled from Cuba on spy
charges, arrived back in the
United States Saturday night
and said she ‘“strongly sus-
pects a frameup.”

The attractive 26-year-old
blonde, San Franclsco di-
vorcee appeared tired but in
good spirits as she alighted
from the airliner that brought
her {o Miami from Havana.

Three other Americans,
Robert L. Neet, an American
Embussy employee and Mr,
and Mrs. Mario Nordio were
ordered expelled Wednesday.
Three others, Eustace Brunet,
Edmund Taranske, and Dan-
iel Craswel were to be tried
by a Cuban court on spy
charges.

Mrs. Lennox was accom-
panied by a Stale Depart-
menl employee when she ar-
rived Saturday night. The
Nordios were not aboard the
flight.

The Cuban government
charged Mrs. Lennox ard
Neel acted as gobelweens in
the alleged ring. They said
Mrs. Lennox was arrested
after a key to her Havana
apartment was found in Nor-
dio’s apartment.
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them back to that privilege
of statehood.

The Matanuska valley proj-
ect was an early Wew Deal
brainchild of Harry Hopkins'
Federal Emergency Relief
Administration. A very small
part of a reselitlement pro-
gram that involved 132,000
depression hit farm families,
it was a center of bitter cons
troversy from the start,
Senators thundered at the
“possible danger lo life of
thase who will be transported
to the wilds of Alaska by the
government There are no
reports that anyone died of
it, but a study of the colony
made by the Departments of
Interior and Agriculture in
1850 note that plans were in-
adequate and subsequent man-
agement of the cooperative
community an utter mess, The
government's eventual Invest-
ment of about $5.5 million
was [ive times the original
estimate.

Bul it was the “first U.S.
testing ground for the re-
settlement of white people
near the northern edge of the
inhabited western world,” the
report sald. And Investigators
concluded that despite the
mistakes “for the purpose of
populating Alaska, the Mat-
anuska valley colony must
be called an outstanding suc-
cess because the community
based on permanent agricul-
ture Is still growing and 1s the
largest of Its kind in the ter-
ritory.”

And not all of the original
families who gave up were
lost to that purpose. Thirly-
seven af them stayed in the
territory, If not the commu-
nity.

Selected From Relief Rolls
The original families were
selected from relief rolls in
Michigan, Minnesota and Wis-
consin. One Oklahoma family
went with them and others
from thal stale were among
selected replacement groups,
These immigrants of 1935
were not the first settlers in
the 450 - square mile valley
north of Anchorage bounded
by the 3,000 to 8,000-fool
peaks of the Talkeeilna and
Chugach mountains, the low-
lands of the big Susitna river
and the coastal Inlets of the
north Pacifie,

The first white men lo see
It were those of Capt, James
Kind who in 1778 safled up
Cook Inlet and into Knik arm.
They belleved for some years
they had found the proof of
that hard -dying dream  of

early explorers — the north.
west passage.

The land was forested with
spruce. birch and aspen. Cot-

tonwoods and willows grew
by fresh streams. There were
areas of tall grasses and low-
lands thick with wild eran-
berries. Indians hunted the
forests for bear, caribou and
moose, look beaver from the
lakes and salmon and (rout
from the streams and inlets,
The 1880 census. however,
showed only two small In-
dian colonies, of aboul 50 per-
sons each, and one white
trader,

Minor Gold Boom

In 1868, with the rush to
the Yukon, gold was discover-
ed in the Talkeetna moun-
tains, and the valley was the
scene of a minor gold boom
until 1916, Coal deposits also
were found and exploited in
this period. By 1928 the Alas-
kas rallroad had pushed
through and homestenders
were setiling in the valley. In
1834, the government found
117 families with 1,000 acres
cleared and in crops. Some of
the homesteaders' uncleared
land was bought and includ-
ed in the 7,800 acres offered
the colonists.

The pioneering farmers who
got off the first train after
the long sea voyage [from
Sealtle found a tent village
and the barest of physical
necessities for wilderness liv-
ing. Rellef laborers from Cali-
forpin came to build homes
and barns while they cleared
the land in the short summer
warmth - 115 days averiage
between killing frosts. Each
family later drew lots from a
hat for its land, was provided
with a log house and barn,
and a long-lerm loan lo pay
for Its new homestake. The
price was $7 an acre; it could-
n't be bought today [or $700.
Big Break in 1838

Going was rough, but the
colonists got their big break
in 1038, when the Army began
its first major buildup in An.
chorage, Just 50 miles lo the
south. There were jobs lo sup-
plement the meager farm in-
comes and a big new markel
for milk and vegetables.

The 1950 government re-
port estimated thal only 12
ol the original families were
still making all or most of
thelr lving from farming.

The log village of Malanus-
ka Itself is a ghost town.

Bul Palmer, a few miles
from that original settlement,
iz one of the fastesl growing
towns in the state. The Mat-
anuska Valley Cooperating
Asgoclation did §7,104,230
worth of business in the 18508
60 fiscal year. And It is today
the largest agricultural settle-
ment in the 40th state.

U.S. Ambassador
Restricted in Cuba

Havana - WPl - Cuba Sat-
urday |mans¢d severe travel
restrictions on 11§, Ambas.
sador Phillp Bonsal and an-
nounced it had arrested or
expelled seven North Ameri-
cans — two of them U.S. em-
bassy employvees - on charges
of wiretap spying on the Chi-
nese Communist New Ching
news agency.

Foreign Minister Raul Roa
said Bonsal would be restrict-
ed to a small area around the
embassy as long as Premler
Fidel Castro is in New York
for the United Natlons gener-
8l assembly. He said it was
in retaliation for the US
action In resiricting Castro
to Manhattan Island.

The area is about 12%%
square miles. In addlition,
Bonsal will be permitted to
travel between the embassy
and his home, which is out-
side the area,

Bonsal said the Cuban ac-
tlon was “not worth com-
menting on.'” But govern-
ment newspapers and radio
applauded the restrictions,
notably government radio tel-
evision commentalor Jose
Pardo Llado,

Pardo moved him, “You'll
have plenty of room in the
Vedado, the former great aris-
tocratic section of Havana,
but now occupied by other
lypes of people including
Raul Casiro who recently
moved to that section. And
you will be well guarded.”

Missouri Governor
To Try for Senate

Jetferson City, Mo, — UPI -
There are at letst lwo can-
didates fighting publiely for
the seat of the lale U.5, Sen.
Thomas C. Hennings Jr.,—
Gov, James T. Blair Jr., and
former Kanasas Cily Mayor
Willlam B. Kemp.

But behind the scenes serap-
ping wag just as intense with
some Democrats still hopeful
that Former President Harry
§. Truman would change his
mind and accept the Demo-
cratie nominatlon lo run for
U.S. Senator Nov. 8,

Blair tossed his hat into the
political arena at a special
press conference he called Sat-
urday morning in the execu-
tive mansion,

“I announce my candidacy
for U.S, Senator and I pledge
my every effort toward the
principles in which I have al-
ways believed and for which
I have worked in the past,”
the governor said In a pre-
pared statement,

Girl Found To
Have Two Hearfs

Paris-Science Service)-Sur-
geons al the hospital al St.
Germain-en-Laye, near here,
have found that & 17-year-old
girl has two hearts,

She is Carmela Fellce, the
daughter of an Itallan house
painter who moved to France
from Barl last year. She has
never been able to live a nor-
mal life, She was not deform-
ed, but she became exhausted
far too easily.

Hospital surgeons
Germain - en - Laye are begin.
ning a three.year study to de-
termine If an operation ls fea-
sible.

Carmela
play with other children and
had to be taken out of school

An earller two-heart case
has been roported from Yugo-
slavia, where a 18-year.old
boy was so diagnosed when
he was called for military
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was  unable to

service.
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