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Preschool training
can’t substitute

for home care,
but it can often be

a valuable supplement
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hoard af hiealth, ur social welfare department
for » list of recommended schools

2. Visit the school while & session is in
progress. Do the children seem happy? Is
there lots of space both indocrs and out? Is
there plenty of good, safe, well-kept pi

Bejuipirme | putdoors? [s there a varisty

toals, toys, antd materials indoor

excollent light'ng, accessible totlets
size chairs, tables, and shelves. Does the pro-
gram alternate free play with organized

y?
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3. I_/)ur. at the kitchen. Is it sanitary? Is
there good refrigeration? Are well-balanced

meals served?
b. Talk to the teacher. Ask questions

Nursery-schonl and child-psychology n
ing are fine, but a college degres is less im-

portant than & warm friendly personality

3. Meet the director and learn about his
background. Are the children examined da
for colds and contagious diseases? Are z.l'
safety precautions observed? Does the school
carry liability insurance f[or teachers and
children? Are parents’ visits welcomed? Are
parent-teacher conferences encouraged?

6. Be sure there are enough teachers and
enough floor space per child. The Child Wel-
fare League of America recommends 35
square [eet of floor space per child and, in
the three to four age group, two teachers for
every group of 12 to 13 children For four-
and five-year-olds, the League recommends
two teachers per group of 13 to 20 children

7. Is there a relaxed attendance policy?
Better schools expect your child to be absent
from about one-fourth af the sessions during
his first months. The freedom to go or not to
go is part of making nursery a happy place
for the child.

Once you've picked the school, tell vour
tot’s teacher anything about him you think
she should know. It's a good idea, too, Lo stay
at school with him as long as he wants you to
After a few days, he'll probably wave you off
s0 gladly that vou'll feel a trifle sad. In a few
months, though, you'll probably find that
nursery school is worth the effort

You'll also find that time away from your
c¢hild brings more enjoyment with him; that
outside activities can give you personal satis-
faction without a sense of guilt; that confer-
ences with your child’s teacher give you a
better understanding of your child and his
assets and liabilities

But never forget: nursery school is a sup-
plement — not a substitute — for ‘home life
There are, of course, some things a nurse
school does better than you can. But for the
preschooler, as well as all other children,
affection, support, and confidence from
parents in the home is what comes first and
counts most.
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