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who decide whether or not
there is any evidence suggest-
ing malpractice, negligence,
or incompetence. If there is,
they advise the doctor to pay,
but if they see no justification
for a suit, they strongly ad-

vise the patient not to go
ahead. Often then his lawyer
advises him to drop the mat-
ter.
Not Always Protected

What bothers me is that I
hear that courts do not al-

ways protect the surgeon from
a suit brought by a patient
who signed a paper saying
that he had been advised that
the operation might have a
certain bad result, and he
would accept the risk in order
to get relief. For instance;
before operating, the surgeon
said to the patient - before
witnesses - "I am afraid that
in order to remove this big
cancer at the angle of your
jaw I will have to cut the
nerve to that side of your
face. You may have to choose
between having a recurrence
of the cancer, and living on
with a face." Al-

though the man signed a pa-

per saying that he would ac-

cept the risk, later, he sued.
If I were a judge, I would not
want to hear such a case In
my court.

Worse yet is the case of a
man with such awful attacks
of dizziness and vomiting that
he says to his surgeon "Go
ahead and cut the nerve to
my car so that life will be
worth living again." The sur-
geon says, "But the ear may
then be deaf; also, there is a
chance that you will not be
entirely cured of dizziness."

"I don't care," says the man,
and he signs a paper saying

The surgeon operates and
restores the man to health,
but the fellow goes ahead and
sues, and the jury may award
him huge damages because the
surgeon made him deaf on one
side! Now some surgeons are
refusing to perform the oper-
ation.

Dr. Alvarez' booklet on ar-

thritis and rheumatism may
be obtained by sending 25
cents and a large, stamped,

envelope with
your request to Dr. Walter C.
Alvarez, Dept. MMT, The
Register and Tribune Syndi-
cate, Box 957, Dcs Moines 4,
Iowa.
(BeUased by The Regiiter and

Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Army Equipment

Purifies Water

New Yor k -- (Science
from a well pur-

posely contaminated with ra-

dioactive materials can be
purified with standard U.S.
Army water purification
equipment, scientists were
told here today.

At the national meeting of
the American Chemical So-

ciety, Don C. Llndsten and
Richard P. Schmidt, both of
tho U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers, described their pro-
cedure. They added aged nu-

clear bomb debris frbtn an
underground test, ground up
very finely to slmulato atom-
ic fall-ou- strontlum-11- and
other radioactive materials to
a brackish water well.

Three typical water treat-
ing units, mounted on trucks
for field use, were employed
In the tests. These were a unit
Involving coagulation In a sol-Id- s

contact clarlfier, diatomllc
filtration, and rapid sand fil-

tration, an Ion exchange unit,
and a perma-selectiv- e mem-
brane electrodialysis unit.

The purified water pro
duced by all three methods
was well below the acceptable
tolerance.

In relation to population,
Sweden Is the most motorized
country In Europe. There Is
slightly more than a motor
vehicle for every four

Washington-lU- Pt -- A Senate
subcommittee blames a group
of State Department officials
and segments of the U.S.
press for helping Fidel Castro
and the Communists win pow
er in Cuba. Secretary of State
Christian A. Herter called the
charges "shocking and un-

founded."
Sens. James O. Eastland,

and Thomas J,
Dodd, members of
a Senate Internal Security
subcommittee which heard
testimony from two formci1
U.S. ambassadors to Cuba, de
clared: "Cuba was handed to
Castro and the Communists
by a combination of Amer
icans in the same way China
was handed to the Commu
nists."
Knowledge Questioned

They sharply questioned
Herter's knowledge of U.S.
policies toward Cuba, imply.
ing that lower echelon state
department officials were the
real decision makers.

Herter promptly issued
statement replying to the
charges which were based on
Aug. 27 testimony from Earl
E. T. Smith, U.S. ambassador
at the time Castro overthrew
the Fulgcncio Batista regime,
and Arthur Gardner, Smith's
predecessor in Havana.

Herter acidly noted that
the subcommittee based its
report "entirely on the testi
mony of two individuals no
longer associated with the
government and without any
request whatever for com-
ment or testimony from the
Department of State."
Allegations Rejected

In defending his own role
and that of subordinate offi-

cials, the secretary said: "I
reject out of hand the shock-

ing and unfounded allegations
that Slate Department per
sonnel have conducted our re
lations with Cuba without the
knowledge of their superiors
and on any basis other than
our own national interest."

He also said: "I flatly re
ject the charge that I and
my senior advisers in the de-

partment have not been or
are not now fully seized
(sic) of the problems facing
the United Slates in Its rela-
tions with Cuba."

Eastland and Dodd made
their charges in releasing the
testimony of Smith and Gard
ner.

An automatic syringe In-

jector to help diabetics has
been invented by a retired
Australian farmer.
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Judge Spoaka Out Againal
Unfair Suili

If I were to protest against
some of the many unfair dam-
age suits which are now being

9 I filed against
p h ysi cians,
most people
would prob-
ably say,
"Look at him,
trying to pro-
tect a lot of
bad doctors,
but when a
fine and able

uk AXVAHi! Juuge oi me
Superior Court of Cassachu-sett- s

writes a splendid article
on this subject in which he
protests, I think all sensible
people will sit up and listen.

Judge Forte is concerned,
as many thoughtful persons
now are, with the fact that a
flood of unfair damage suits
now are causing surgeons to
quit performing certain oper-
ations which must sometimes
result unsatisfactorily; and
soon sick people who need
those operations are going to
suffer. Judge Forte feels as
I do, that no sensible person
has any sympathy for poorly- -

trained men who attempt
operations which are beyond
the limits of their skill. Also,
he and I have no sympathy
for the doctor who injuries
his patient by neglecting him,
or by being careless.

But the Judge feels as I do
that today there are too many
suits being filed against doc
tors: suits in which so far as
an able judge or physician
can see, there is no question
of malpractice or negligence
or ignorance. Perhaps the pa-
tient was highly allergic to
some drug that had to be used;
or perhaps some little accident
took place. As Judge Forte
said, "Lawyers, like most doc
tors, are able, and ethical
men." Lawyers agree to try
only one of every 10 cases
of malpractice brought to
them. In the other nine cases,
the patient should not be su
Ing, and the lawyer says so.
Thu Is very cheering.
Dlacuaaea Type of C

Judge Forte goes on to dis
cuss the type of case that nl

ways has bothered me and
upset me, and this is the case
In which, although the sur
geon by brilliant work saved
the life of the patient or got
a good result, the husband or
parents sued the doctor for a

huge sum. One suspects that
in many of these cases the
person who sues thinks he
can get a lot of money, with-
out hauntng his good doctor
- because an Insurance com-

pany will pay the bill. Judge
Foote tells of a little girl with
a bad heart who was given
back life and health by a sur
geon who performed a bril
llant operation. But, while on
the table, tho child suffered a
small skin burn. Although
this did not do any harm, and
the parents kept telling the
heart surgeon how grateful
they were, they went ahead
and sued him for $160,000
for the burn!

The Judge recently wont to
a big medical convention, and
came away with the convic
tion that some surgeons
should recognize their tech.
nical limitations and never
should attempt certain dlftl
cult operations. Also, every
surgeon should keep constant
ly studying In order to keep
up to date. Many surgeons
could doubtless avoid trouble
by keeping their fees reason-
able. Many a time, a patient
has sued, simply because he
got angry when he was over-

charged.
Judge Forte soys, "The lion

et t, capable, conscientious
physician must be assured
that as long as he Is doing a

competent job, he is not going
to be harassed by unfounded
or unjustified litigation."

Fortunately, today, In some
communities, when someone
proposes to sue his doctor, he
and the doctor ftcet with a
committee of fine abl men
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