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IfflMrappI lances Behind this brilliant comedian, who is

also one of the most talented, versatile

actors of our day, lies a quiet man de-

termined not to share his "other" life

By GEORGE O'NEAL

hMMWUMHaaaaaaaAibcJHkU.,HaMMMa
Art Carney's favorite role is that

1
I i "a. Proud father Carney (far left)

holds son, Paul, then one

year old. Art met wife Jean (left)
in high school when he helped her

campaign for class
"She made real good fried-eg- g

sandwiches," he recalls. On Aug.
15, the Carneys celebrated their
20th wedding anniversary.
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obsessed with childhood memories that he began to act like a
child and went to pieces; the delightful Elmer Dowd in

"Harvey" whose imaginary rabbit became real even to the
skeptics; and the alcoholic in "Call Me Back," who, as sole

performer, talked for a solid hour over the phone to his
his daughter, a new fiancee, and old friends, in a

desperate attempt to keep himself from committing suicide.
He will next star in CBS' "Love in America," Oct. 2.

It may not seem possible that in real life he remains naYve,
devoid of affectation, and even corny. But I know it's true
because I've gotten a rare close-u- p of him. I observed him

during his rehearsals. I sat with him, as he drank cup after
cup of black coffee, and asked all kinds of questions. I talked
with people who know him.

When I first saw him, I didn't have any trouble spotting
him. He was wearing a chino slacks, and loafers.

Except that he lacked that memorable vest and hat with its
upturned brim, he might have been dressed to step before
the TV cameras as Ed Norton, sewer worker and sidekick
of Jackie Gleason in 'The! Honeymooners," the comic role

too long ago, Art Carney told me a significant story.Not had to do with an interview that his daughter Eileen

participated in at Endicott Junior College, in Massachusetts,
which she is entering this fall.

"When Eileen went up there," Art related, "did I get a
comedown! After writing my name down on the record
sheet, the admissions officer said to her: 'And what docs

your father do?' "

Art twisted his expressive face toward me in a comic

grimace as he commented: "So what? You can't expect
everybody to look at everything on TV."

No story could better illustrate the easygoing, unpre-
tentious nature of this gifted actor and comedian. His career
continues to grow in stature. Millions of people have become

forcefully aware of his immense acting range, yet he remains
in his private life the quiet family man. The kind of guy who

recently found himself buying a house without meaning to.

(lie was outvoted by his charming wife Jean, their three
children, their cat Butterball, her three new kit lens, mid a

grand piano.)
It is incredible that the man whaj has played so many

diversified roles remains almost introverted.
He won plaudits for his portrayal of a ry worker in
"The Incredible World of Horace Ford," who became so
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that made him famous and u hich he plavcd for six vears.-

I had been warned that was difficult to get him to talk
about himself, that he clatiituned up if you pressed him- -
which set him apart from mkst actors. Somehow I broke the
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