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Proof of Murder Musf’be
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt
Most of us have the im-
pression that a man cannot
be convicted of murder un-
less the body of the vietim
is found, Popularly, it Is often
thought that a ‘“corpus de-
licti” iz the victiim's body.
The impression is not correct,
The words corpus delicfi

mean, literally translated, the|

body of the crime. Stated in
another way,
there can be
of & defendant for a crime
unless it is first proved that
a crime has actuplly been
committed.

In murder cases It is neces-
sary to prove that the vietim
is depd and that the death
was caused by the eriminal
ael of someone other than
the victim. This is known as
proof of the corpus delieti.
The proof must be made be-
yond a reasonable doubl. In
the early history of criminal
law, direct eyidence of the
commission of the crime was,
indeed, required; but down
through the years the law
hag changed, so that loday
the corpus delicti may be
proved by circumstantial evi-
dence.

Even though the corpus de-
licti is proved, the defendant
cannot be convicted unless
it is proved beyond a reason.
able doubt that he is the per-
son who committed the crime,
Proofl that the defendant is
the person who commitled
the erime Is not part of the
corpus delicti itself, howewver.

Not long ago the California
courts affirmed the conviction
for murder of a husband
whose wife disappeared, The
wife's body was never found.
Shortly after the disappear-
ance of the wile the husband
began to forge her name to
her stock certificates and
othey securities. Various por-
tions of the wife's personal
effects were found burned
and buried in the back yard
of the home which had been
oceupied by the husband and
wife.

The court held that under
all the facls and circum-
stances the corpus delicli had
been proved beyond a reason-
able doubt, even though the
body of the murdered woman
wis never found. In other
words, the court found that
the crime charged, the unlaw-
ful killing of a human being
by another with malice of
aforethought, had been com-
mitted,

The disappearance of a per-
son i8 not enough; thers must
be proof of facts leading to
the conclusion that the per-
goni is dead and met death
by the hand of another.

The fact of death and the
fact that death was catised
by a person other than the
decensed cannot be establish-

Grange Notes

Griffin Creek Grange

The Griffin Creek Grange
met recently with Master Her-
man Kamping presiding. Reg-
ular commiliee reporls were
not glven 'since il was the so-
cial evening.

William Darby reported
that he finished pruning a
tree at the corner of the lot
to better enable people using
Poorman Creck rd. to see traf
fie approaching Irom the
left. )

Jack Blerma reported on in-
stallation of a new water tank
since the old one was faulty,

A turkey dinner was sched-
wled Nov., 6 at the Grange
hall.

During the lecturer’s hour,
a discussion of the Cuban sit-
uation was held. The meeting
wag adjourned, and refresh-
ments served. The next meet:
Ing will be Thursday, Sept. 8,

Upper Rogue Grange

The Upper Rogue Grange
metl Thursday, Sepl. 1, with
Master Eda Torrance presid-
ing. Members voled a dona
tlon to the Oregon State
Grange to aid In the eampaign
for the defeat of the daylight
saving measure on the No.
vember ballot.

It was recommended that a
letter be sent to the Jackson
County court notifying them
of the extremely dangerous
condition of the calwalk on
{he Laurelhurst bridge. Warn-
ing posterk will be installed at
each end of the bridge.

The HEC chaltman made | coming up at her. She waited |
reports on the recent rum-|too long to pull the reserve |

mage sale and ennounced that |
the meeting Sept. 8 wlil be a
pnl.luclt at 1 pm. al Tor
rance’s home. Members are
urged to atlend to make plans
for the public dinner Sept. 18,

During the lecturer’s hour,
Mrs, Torrance and Mrs. Cham-
berlain displayed their collec.
tions of shells and coral and
English Toby rugs depleting
Dicken's characters.

Mr. and.Mrs. Ted Shimek|ed State milltary band lead-

and Mr. and Mra. Charles
Moorehead served rafresh-
ments.
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it Is said that|
no conviction

ed solely by the confession
sourl. The corpus H" letl may,
however, be proved by the

defendant if that confession
is corroborated by other facts
and circumstances proved at
the trial

of

This column
legal principles is presented
by the Willamette University

| College of Law. It is not
taken as legal advice, Slight
changes In the facls may

change the oulcome of & case,

Finch To Return
To Witness Stand
Again on Tuesday

Los Angeles -IUFl- Dr, R.
Bernard Finch returns to the
witness box Tuesday nnd his
testimony is expected to take
up all of the holidy-shortened
week.

Finch, 43, and his 23-vear-
old mistress Carole Tregoff,
are on irinl for thelr lives for
the second time, charged with
murder in the first degree for
the gun shotl slaying of his
wife Barbara Jean July 18,
1058.

In. addition to itoday's re-
cess in observance of Labor
Day, court will recess Friday
for California Admission Day,
Told of Armistice

Called to the stand Thurs-
day after Miss Tregoff told
her story, the greying surgeon
related reaching a marital
armistice with his wile where-
by each could go their own
wily, He said they reached
this decislon when their love
copled and a divorce was
ruled out becaue of his prac-
fice,

It was then, he said, he be.
gan dating Carole, hiz auburn-
haired medical secretary, and
rented a hideaway_apartment
where they met secretly and
were frequently intimate,

Finch, In jail since the day
after his wife's body was
found, denied “intentionally
killing” her when she asked
for a divorce and a share of
his property once estimated
al $750,000.

Shot Said Accidental

The prosecution contends he
and Carole went to the hill-
top home In nearby Waesl
Covina with a “murder kit"
and a plan to take the social-
ite's life. Finch testified the
fatal shot was fired as he at-
tempted to throw the gun
away during an argument.

Tuesdny will make the 10th
week of the second (trial,
which probably wil continue
Into October, The first trinl|
lasted three months and end-
ed with a hung jury.

Parachute Jumper

Didnt Have Time
To Describe Fall

Augusta, Ga-F-When Te-
resn Ann Bichlmelr, a nalive
of Munieh, Germany, married
Carl F. Morgan, an ex-U.S5.
paralrooper In 1855, she
Iprnmlsr}d she would try to fol-
low him in anything he did.

When Morgan became an
Army pilot, Mrs. Morgan fol-
lowed him into the cockpit
and learned to fly. When he

a parachute and learned lo
jump.

Sunday, Mrs, Morgan, 20,
was fitted with her para.

chutes, a small hand miero-
phone and a radio broadcast-
ing set. She climbed into &
small plane with pilot Dick
Hafner and flew to about
5,300 feet for her third jump.
To Describe Senaation

Asx she fell, she was sup-
posed to describe the kensa-
tion to the crowd of 1,500
speolators al Augusta Spoed:
way. But the radio was never
used, Mrs. Morgan's para-
chutes failed to open and she
plummeted to her death in a
| swamp,
| “As the pilot cw]llﬂmrd i
|h:-r husband said, “she was on
her back when she left the
plane, The main parachute
couldn't open. On her hack
ghe couldn’t see the ground

| ehute rip cord”

1 Mrs. Morgan's body was
| found near the racelrack by
motareyele racers who inter

rupted their race to help find
her. Beside her body was the
release handle for the emer-
gency parachute. Around her
ha:r the partially opened safe-
ty rhu!e

John Fhllip Sousa, the Unil.
er and composer who died In

1032, was the son of a Por-
{uguese musician,

of the defendant made out of |

out of court confession of the

general |

resumed jumping, she donned,
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