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Provide Insurance

Washington - (Sclence Serv-
jee — With 127 million Amerl-
cans covered by some form of
valuntary lealth Insuranye,
the W.8, is nolably absent
from Lhe list of 80 nations
providing medical care undoer
a more of less compulsory so-
elal insurance system
Joseph F. Follman Jr, rep-
resenting  the Health Insur.
ance Association of America,
told the Ameriean Pharmaceu-
tienl asgoeiation here that the
subjeet of government medl-
eal care has been under
consideration  intermitiently
sinee 1027 when President
Hoover appointed a commitiee
on the costs of medleal care.
Follman sald the reason the
1.8, has not enocted a medl-
cal care program Is partly due
to the high standards of medl-
¢nl care already glyen, Some
of It is glven by state and
local communities, particular-
1y to the needy.

Existance Imporiant

More Imporiant perhaps Is
the exlstence of wolunlary
agencles and voluntary health
Insurance, he sald.

But oddly enough, after 12
years of the National Health
service in Great Britaln, vol.
untary health Insurance has
grown . to the point where it
covers some 25 per cent of
the population, Follman sald,
“Membership in the British
United Provident association
alone has increased over len:
fold since 1040,

The firat known govern
ment Ingurance #cheme be-
eame offective In Germany in
1463, Follman sald. All na-
tlons In Burope except Finland
Have some type of government

gram,

Follman discussed other
Henlth care Insurance, such as
nursing, and eald that insur-
ance oF prepaymant for cove
arnge against the cost of druga
nlane, apact from coverage for
athor medical care coits, have
gonerally bean conpldered im-
practical.
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