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Is Epllepsy Inherited?

Dozens of anxious mothers,
who have had epilepsy, wrile
1o ask me how much risk
their children
run of getting
the disense.

I cannot tell
exacl]ly be
cause | do nol
know if the
mother has
hereditary ep-
llepsy, or if
her husband
DR ALVaRez has in hils
vgenes" (heredity - carrying
units In the body cells) any
lendency to epilepsy or psy-
chosis.

If he has suelh an inherit-
ance, it ean reenforece any
tendency the wife has, and
can make the outlook worse
for children, To (lustrate; il
one should mate a Persian cal
with nn alley ecal, one would
expect to gel some Persian
kittens and some alley - cal
kiltens, Bul If one were to
male the Perslan female with
a male which had some Per-
gian blood, one would expectl
lo gel more Persian killens.

Dr. 0. P, Kimball once
wrote that with great cave
and  pertinnelly, and after
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gaining the lking and (riend-
ship of the parenls of a large
group of eplleptic children,
he eventually gol a history of
epilepsy In 37 per cenl of
the parental groups,
Comparable Figure

Some aulhorities give a
comparable [igure of perhnps
4 per cenl, but that is aboul
the percentage one gets il one
accepls Lhe first answer given
when one asks an epileptic if
he huas any epileptic relatives,
Almost always he says, “"No"
Only after one has spent days
in making friends with an epi-
leptic may he remember that
his mother used to [alnt often,
or that his uncle used to
“black out! and wreck his
car

Scores of couples with epl-
leptie children tell me that in
thelr case the disense cannot
be hereditary because they
know of no epilepsy in elther
thelr purcnm or umndparun'l_\
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But, if a child got epilepsy be-
fore he was ten, and if the
electroencephalogrims  (elec-
trie records from the brain)
show the typical records of
familial epilepsy, I can almost
always find in the parents, or
grandparents, or uncles or
aunts, a history of a violent
temper, or mild psychosis, or
aleoholism, or some mild
equivalent of epilepsy.

Few Ever Had Fit

Then, if T can get olectroen-
cephalograms mide of the ee-
centrie person, usuwilly 1 find
records which virtually prove
that he Is an eplleptic, even if
he never had a 1l

I wish all my readers who
thinj epilepsy means only fils
could study with me the ree-
ords of the last 200 epileptics
I have seen in the offlce - {o
see how few of them ever had
afit,

Most of them came to me
for nervous troubles, head-
aches, abdominal pain, or
diffleulty in getting along
with people, Many epileplics
hate to have me say these
things but I musl, becayse il
Is o essential thal everyone
comes lo look on epllepsy like
any other disease aboul which

Smith Challenged
On Forand Bill

Portlnnd-1Ufl-Maurine Neus
berger, Democratie candidate
for the U'S. Senate, Saturday
night challenged her Repub-
lican opponent Elmo Smith to
shed all double talk on the
proposed Forand bill for med-
leal care for elderly persons.

Mrs. Neouberger sald she
favored the principles of the
Forand bill. She charged
Smith had kept secret his po-
sition on the controversial
measure now before Congress.

Mrs, Neuberger said the Ei-
senhower admin stration's
proposed medical care plan,
In contrast 1o the Forand hill,
would require action by all
50 states to be effective, She
said it would provide restriet-
ed coveroge in comparison
with the Forand bill,

Mrs., Neuberger sald she
felt the "only logical way to
provide health ecare for the
dged i3 lo spread payments
throughoul the working life
cycle through the soclal se-
curity syslem."” She sald she
felt this need answered erif-

icismg thal the Forand bill
would make participation
compulsory.

Mrs. Neuberger sald she felt
average tretlremenl benefits
were insufficlent to care for
medical problems of the eld-
erly withoul a special medical
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Watch Parts Work

we feel no shame,

I am struggling constantly
to get employers to quil dis
eriminating ngainst epileplics,
Many epileptics are wonder-
ful people who, each day of
thelr lives, fight lo control
thelr temper, to pul up per-
haps with muech nervousness,
poor sleep, terrible night-
mares, and perhaps a craving
for aleohalice liguor,
BRIGHTENS UP HOME

Banstead, England - P - A
man's - home is his castle, and
husinessman Albert Clark, 60,
figures a. man should be able
to cover it with any kind nf\

room he likes, Clark said to-
day he would appeal o town |
councll order that he must pult
up a new roof beecause the
present one s offensive.

*Turquolse, royval blue,
green, black, brown and gin-
ger glazed tiles moy not suit
evervone,” Wis wile said, “bul
we think it brightens up. the |
place."”
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Harder Than the Engine
of Your Auto

FAST
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REPAIR

Let us give all the precis-

fon parts of your watch
the inspection they need.
It will save time ond mon-
ey on future repairs!
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