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Ever Heard of Lichen?
It Reduces Rock to Dust

The crust-like patches of
Bray, greenish, brown or _\'e]~!
low material found on rocks, |
old stumps; even on pieces of
old conerete left undisturbed
for a time, is a form of lichen,

And il is not just sitting
there idly doing nothing, it is
warking, It is one of the agen-
cies of Nature, Slowly, silent-
Iy, but with a dedieated pur-
pose, these lowly plants are
reducing the solid rock to
dus,

There are thousands of
kinds of lichens., They are
found growing in (he cold of
the Arctie, on rocks baked by
the desert sun, in shady wood-
lands, in dark jungles, and in
Your own back vard.

Algae and Fungus

The lichen is half plant al-
gae and half fungus. Any rock
thitl has been undisiurbed will
usually have growing on it
one or more kinds of lichen,
A tiny algae—whlech isonly a
stemless, leafless, flowerless
plant—Ilands on the surface of
the old rock. Here, if for-
tune smiles on it, a spore of
some fungus carried by the
wind ar shaken from the fea-
thers of a bird lands alongside
the tiny algae plant. Fungus
threads and algae have an af-
finily for one another, and
they join. There is enough
moisture in the fungus to en- |
courage growllh in the algac.
The algae will eventually
manufacture enough  ‘‘food”
for them both. They grow to-
gether and arve lichens,

Now they are in peculiar
scablike clusters, grayish-
green rosetles, Lel a rain fall
and they become gloriously
green; the algae wilhin them
shows through. Now, too, they
begin the work for which Na-
ture intended them to accom-
plish, that of reducing the
rock to dust, prepaving the
way for higher type plants.
Tiny Factlory

Each lichen colony is a tiny
faclory: By lhe chemiecal ac-
tion of Iis growth il dissolves
the mineral salls of the rock.
Al the same time, tiny thread-
like roots probe and burrow
into the crevices of the rock,
constantly expanding and
pushing,

One lichen clump grows un-
til Il touches its neighbor, The
wind—anolher agency of ero-
gion-heaps dust and debris
and more fungus spores on the
colony. Moss spores come; de-
eay cenriches the: malterial;
higher forms of plant life find
the place comfortable. Evenl-
ually greal forest trees will
grow where once the lichens
paved the way. And all this
thne, tiny flakes of rock-dusl,
loosened by the lichens, break
away [rom the mother rock.

Winds breathe across the
old stone; dust spores and fun-
gas are carrled o other wood-
lots, 1o other rocks; the age-
less process goes on—inla the
infinity of ageless time.

Such has been, and is, the
purpose in Nalure's complex
plan, of the litlle grayish-
green or vellowish crust-like
i|'|'|‘glllil1‘ growths that embel-
lish the bare rocks; these are
the lichens, the tools by which
Nature reduces rooks to dust;
a process that has continued
without interruption, for hun-
dreds of millions of years.
(Released by The Register and

Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Herbert Hoover
Praised in Senate

Washington — Ufl = Former
President Herbert Hoover,
who is celebrating his 86th
hirthday, got praise in the Sen-
ate Wednesday from Demo-
erats and Republicans alike,

Democrats, led by Sen, Liyn-
don B, Johnson, Tex,), joined
in paving tribute to the Re-
publican president and hailing |
his long years of service,

Demogratic Whip Mike
Mansfield (Mont) recalled|
thit Hoover “was a favorile
target of the Democrals in
other days, bul Is now a re-
vered elder statesman.'”

Repuiblican leader Everetl
M. Dirksen (I111), who started
the tributes, said *'the Ameri-
can people can symbolically |
arise a3 they contemplate his |
fruitful existenve and ‘hall to
the chief'"

Dog Honored for
Saving Young Girl

Chicago — UPD = A majestic
looking German shepherd
named Keg was cited Wednes-
day night as the most herole
dog of 1960,

Keg rescued 22-month-old
Karen MceMannis after she
had stumbled into Kelly creek
pear Bozeman, Mont

The dog Jumped In after the |
tot, clamped his powerful

jaws into her shoulder hlades |
and towed her to safely,

Keg was the honored guest|

#1t a banquet in a Loop hotel. |
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PAULSEN & GATES

THRIFT MARKET

CENTRAL POINT, OREGON

Prices Effective Thursday, Friday and Saturday — Limit Rights Reserved

SWIFT'S

Vienna Sausage 3:49°

SHUR FRESH

Cottage Cheese

pint

29°
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Prem

39

Frozen Peas

Westpac
10-0z. pkg.

10°

Congratulations Mrs. D. D. Turner, Central Point,

winner of the Scott Fishing Motor given away last Saturday.

ATTEND THE fmq

4H &

Aug. 13 thru 20 [

Jackson County
Fairgrounds

CARNATION |
Instant MILK

e 98

STRAUSS CHOICE MEATS

Armour’s Star — Thick Sliced

BACON 2. 51V
Fresh, Lean 3 i, $135

Ground Beef
Caveman Brand

SLICED
BOLOGNA

Any Amounis

4'9t= b,

Caveman Brand

SKINLESS
WIENERS

Always Fresh

BOYD'S

Coffee

Regular or Drip

98¢

LB.
TIN

CARNATION

MILK

TALL CANS

EVAPORATED

SWIFT'S JEWEL

SALAD
OIL

39

Mayonnaise

Laura Scudders

QUART JAR

39

FRESH
NavonwaIsE

DENNISON'S

Spaghetti & Meat Balls

IXL BRAND

Beef Raviolas

1-LB. CANS
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for

SWANSDOWN STRAWBERRY

ANGEL FOOD
CAKE MIX

LOCAL
°

Nice and
TENDER

weet GORN
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Free Pkg. of JELLO

With the Purchase of Del Monte

MANDARIN
ORANGES

11-0z. Can

RADISHES and
GREEN ONIONS

3 110

for
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U.S. No. | Idaho

Potatoes

Large Red Ripe

Tomatoes

Hale, Haven or Elberta

Peaches

MODESS

Sanifary Napkins

Teenage —~ Regular ~ Super
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