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Lyndon Johnson

Supports Weather
Research Plan

Washinglon — (By Science
Borvice) — Sen. Lyndon B.
Johnson (D+Tex) has advo-
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cated a fast-moving program
for wealher research. Weath-
er control as an international |
gonl to be promoted by the
U8, is recommended by the
Senate Majority leader who |
s chalrman of the Aeronautic-
al and Space Sclences com-|
mittee.

Water, or rather the perl-
odle lack of it, In Texas has|
prompted the Senator's in-
tense interest and concern for
scientific progress in weather
control.

The contender for his
parly’s presidential nomina-
tion told Science Service that
“anyone who has gone
through drought and through
flood realizes that water is a
bagle question of life and
death itself.” He sald that the
mastery of weather could as-
sure for all drought stricken |
areas of the world controlied
water supplics to be used as
needed.

The weather satellite Tiros,
developed by the Alr Force
and suceessfully launched un~|
der the National Aeronautics!
and Space Administration's
program, as well as other
more sophisticated satellites,
have placed us ‘‘on the thres-
hold of an age-old dream,” he
sald,

Bome Control Possible

He underscored the import-
ent meteorological revelations |
on cloud patterns revealed by
Tiros which, with other de
velopments in weather stud-
fes, that “some measure of
weather control seems ulti-
mately possible.”

Sen. Johnson stressed the
need for such control lo be
developed under international |
auspices, "Any nation that
learned to control the weath-
er would have at its disposal
an instrdment that could he‘
more potent in controlling the
earth than even the hydrogen |
bomb." He proposed, there
fore, that out space explora- !
tions in meteorology by a
joint project for the Unlled
Nations.

Telescope Will Give
Exact Star Positions

New York - (Sclence Sery-
fee)-A new telescope that will
give, for the first time, exact |
positions of stars in the south- |
ern one-third of the sky, will |
be built in the Southern
Hemisphere with a $750,000
grant announced today by the
Ford Foundation here,

The stellar camera will be
opeérated jointly by Yale and
Columbia universities. It wi]!l
be an astrograph, for measur-
ing the speed and position of |
stars with great precision. |

The only such existing u-'I
trograph, located at Lick Ob.
servatory, Mt. Hamilton, l
Callf, covers only two-thirds |

of the sky. The two instru |
ments will permit accurnu|
measurements of stellar mo-
iton throughout the Milky
Way galaxy in which the sun
and its family of planets are
located.

TO ANNOUNCE SUPFORT

New York — (Pl - The AFL-
CIO, the nation's largest labor
federation, will announce
next month which presiden-
tial candidate it will support,
according to AFL-CIO Presi-
dent George Meanmy. Meany
said his organization's board
of directors was not support-
ing anyone "s0 far,'' and that
he would attend the Demo-
cratic and Republlcan conven-
tions. Meany arrived from Eu-
rope where he attended labor
meetings in Zurich and Brus-
gels,
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