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The Geological Story
Behind Cerimon Leaves 3

You would have been very
unobserving not to have seen
in hotel lobbies and in plant:
ings of tropleal plants the
sturdy vine with the huge,
shiny green leaves; leaves
that are deeply cut and per-
forated with many irregular
openings.

The sturdy vine had its|
origin in Mexico and Central
America o very long time ago
and is named monstera de
leloga becnuse a delicate
flavored frull grows on the
vine. Called also & cerimon,
it is a member of the Arum
family,

It is unusunl because of its
lnrge leaves and the deep cuts
and perforations in the leaves,
In its native land in a tropi-
cal jungle, the leaves often
pre four feet long and three
feet wide.

Perforated Leaves

The openings in the leaves
and their deeply cul edges
serve a very definite use,
Here we find a specialized
type ‘of plant adaptation to
its environment,

We must project our
thoughts back across millions
of years of geological time;
back to the very beginning of
plant growth, It was dark in
the jungle. Those plants that
grew  close to the ground
were hungry for sunlight.

They struggled upward,
But the forest glanis grew
ever higher and denser. The
plants on the jungle floor
couldn't make it. So, they re
signed themselves to the low-
er, more-shady level, Over a
period of undetermined time,
they Inereased the indlvidual
size of their leaves, thereby
presenting more leaf gurface
{60 'what sunlight came
through.

The development of the
leaves over a long period of
time took on glgantie propor-
tions, Along the vertical stem
of the vine one great leaf
overlapped the one below it
but all arranged themselves
to cntch every trace of sun-
light. The wvine struggled up-
ward, leaning on a itree for
support. IL sent out tiny,
clasping fingers that held it in
place;

No Realization

The plant, having no sense,
never realized whal it was
doing in developlng its huge
lénves, As one giant leaf put
out from the parent stem, one
above the other, o problem of
another gort presented (tself.
In e allempt to increage its
leal area, it overdid If, and
the Jeuves, overlapping, acted
like the shingles of a roof
funneling the water away
from the rool system.

Something had to happen,
and once again, the plant be-
gan another phase of Its de-
velopment. This time holes
and deep, leaf-edge cuts slow-
1y appenred. Now the rains
came again and again over
years and years, and
water ran through the open-
ings in the leaf, Adaptation,

Thig, then, scems the ob-
vious explanation for the per-
forations; perhaps it all hap-
pened  like that; maybe it
didn't, but the holes are there
in wll the leaves of the ceri.
mon; plant evolution «

lions of years of plant growth |
from the dark rain-jungles to |
the tropical display in a mod- |
ern hotel lobby, [
(Released by The Register and
Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Governors Call for
Medical Program

Glacier Park, Mont. -UpD-
The na®sn's governors, in a
surprise but ‘narrow vote,
called on Congress Wednes.
dony to enact a medical in-
surance program for the aged
based on the Soclal Security
payment system,

The medical ald resolution,
amended at the last minute,
was ndopted by & roll call
vole of 30-13-burely the re-
quired two-thirds majority.

The Natlonal Governor's
conference also ncted on al-
most a score of other reso-
Tullong including one calling
for contipuation of the in-
terstite highway construction
program with financing which
will not mean an increase in
the threescent federal gaso-
line tax,

Man’s Best Friend

Navigates Automobile

Newark, N.J. - A Newark
man was hit by his own car
ih his own driveway.,

Victor Knaph was trealed
for a fractured 1&g, He stop-
ped the ear nexl to his house
and gol out tuo cloge to the
garage door.

In slamming the door sharp-
1y, Knaph startled his dog,
Billy, who was curled up In
the fron! seat,

The dog jumped and knock-
&l the goarghii into “Drive.”
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CHARGE

SWIMMING POOL I
4 £t. Wide 6 £t. Wide

10 in.Deep 3-Position Chaise and Two

Feather-Weight °n’
Weatherproof
‘Coolest Buy in Town...

288

weight and compact enough to stow easily in your car , . . yet

comfortable as

IT!

99 Chairs With Air-Conditioned Saran Webbing
cmcE Just a quick “flip fold” and all 3 pieces are ready to go. Light-

your easy chair. Completely weatherproof, tool

Ever-bright aluminum frames can't rust . ., . gay green, yellow

Enamel tubular stesl pool with colorful vinyl liners, Spaclous
pool with telescoping construction for easy, no-teol assembly.
Maintenance kit, guorantes certificate, 150 gallon copacity.

KENMORE
24=-INCH
MOTORIZED
BRAZIER

30

Oven keeps foods warm.
Fan cools motor. Blue and

gray finish,
FREE!

Fire-Starier
With This
BRAZIER
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Con&rolled Cool:ing Kenmore 24-Inch Kenmore Folding
agon Grili Motorized Brazicr 2-inch Braziers

In the Carton 3'-.' Big Value 2 I '“ Free Fire-Starter 5"”

Adjustable fire box, dampers, Hood has warming oven with Stainless steel hood. Rotary
plus bullt-in thermometer, Per- bullt-in  thermadmater, Grid roast rack, UL listed maotor,
fect meals! ralses and lowers,

L

“Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back” SE ARS

and white webbing never cracks or peels. Priced for a sellout so
hurry in for your set today!

Picture Similar to Chair

Charcoal Broil Steaks on
This Big 24-Inch Brazier

766

Enjoy outdoor cooking with this Kenmore grill. You
cook on chrome-plated stesl grid that adjusts for
varlable heat conditiens. Easy 1o roll about with semi-
pneumalic wheels, Haye a siztling steak todayl

il _ WP
Kenmore 24-in Motorized Cam
Motorized Brazier Or Picnie Grill

Kenmore lm Folds Compactly |3'“

Hood reflects heat, saves fuel,

Rotisses  anywhersl Runs on

Ratch 12 i
|;.:,:,:I ,::“ 01.:;“' i T flashlight batteries. Large hood
YR-GUARANTEE reflects heat, saves fuel.

501 EAST JACKSON — MEDFORD SHOPPING CENTER

PHONE SP 3-6661

3 Piece Cedar 23 88
Barbecue Set
Famous for long life, and now oil freated to resist

harsh weather. Set includes 70-in, table and 2
big benches. Easy to assemble.

argains

Outdoor
Post-Top
Lantern

It's “different”—black stesl cage around white
opal glass shade, Black rustproof aluminum
lantern, solid brass trim.

Any Landscape §

V' |

995

Light a bright path to your door at a budget
pricel Black steal lantern, solid brass teim, . . .«
Frosted glass panels, simulated cut glass de«
sign. 2:Inch steel post,

OPEN MONDAY AND FRIDAY ‘TIL 9 P.M.
FREE PARKING
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