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By DICK WEST
Washington - @) - As 1
understand it, the House Com- A
merce Committee thinks it's I%
L —

okay for a

R TV AND STEREO

Program.

But if he
takes home
the manure to

fertilize his )
‘ garden, that
Dick West garden, thal
might be “payola.”
The committee has attempt-
ed to draw the line between
> what Is and what {sn'tL payola
In a report on & bill it ap- -
proved this week to tighten “ h
the Federal Communications .
Act. ‘
One purpose of the legisla-

tion is to make clear whal
sorts of donated products and
services a broadeaster must
identify on the air as being
gratuities,

I am not certaln that I fol-
low the commiltee’s thinking
but I have drawn up some
examples to illustrate what 1
think it had in mind,

Hope for Plug

Let us suppose that the
script for a TV mystery show,
“The Hour of Harm," calls
for the mald to find a body
in the refrigerator, The pro-
ducer of the program then ar-
ranges for the Frostbite Re
frigerator Co,, to provide the
Icebox,

Frostbite, of course, is hop-
Ing to get a plug on the pro-
gram in exchange for this
service, Unless this is handled
right, the producer will have
tn announce to the audience
that Frostbile donated the re-
frigerator.

For instance, there natural-
1y will be a close-up shot
when the mald {inds the body,
No announcement need be
made if the refrigerator brand
nam# can be seen by the
viewers,

But if the mald should ex-
claim "look how roomy this
Frosibite refrigerator is! It
holds a 100-pound corpse!”
then the sudience must be in-
formed of the backstage ar-
rangement,

Maid Reporis Discovery

In the next scene, the mald
rushes into the drawing room
to report the discovery to her
employer, an elderly English-
man who likes to take a shorl
nap before dinner.

The commillee bill would
permit her to say "I beg your
pardon, Sir Sidney, I hate to
bother you but there's a body
in the refrigerator.”

However, a payola an-
nouncement would be neces
sary if she said “I beg your
pardon, Sir Sidney, I hate to
bother you but there's a body
in your new Frostbite refrig-
erator.”

At this peint, T wish to make
an announcement of my own,

“Frostbite” is a name I
made up and does not, as far
as I know, represent a real
brand name.

The last time that I men-
tioned a refrigerator by name
1 got Involyed in a payola
case mysell. The company
that makes It gave me an lce
cube .,
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