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Howard Becker, 60, president
of the American Sociological
Association and former chair
man of the department of so-

ciology and anthropology at
the University of Wisconsin,
died here Wednesday.
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write me sadly, is now greatly
distressed because when in a
few hours after reaching the
hospital, her husband fin-
ished his job of dying, he was
all alone; no one of his loved
ones was with him. There was
no one there to smile at him,
and comfort him as the sweat
of death came over him.

With much reason on her
side, the wife says she thinks
her physician should have told
her that her husband was
probably dying, and that there
was probably nothing that
could save his life. She thinks
the doctor should have asked
her what she wanted done.
She thinks, also, that he
should have left her husband
lying quietly in his own bed
awhile, at least until the first
big shock was over.

I know that many of my
brother physicians will resent
this implied criticism of one
of our present-da- y common
modes of behavior, but as this
woman says, to her dying day
she is going to hate that doc
tor and resent what he did. If
this were Just one woman, it
would be bad enough, but
each year I get so many let
ters like this that I know we
physicians cannot afford to ig
nore them. What is sad is that
so few of us physicians have
ever hepn senattlva In iha
velopment of bad public rela
tions, or a bad press. Many of
us fail to remember that every
time one of us fails to be kind
or understanding or thought-
ful for the feelings of his pa-
tient or the patient's family.
he has hurt, not only himself,
but all of his fellow physi-
cians.

Dr. Alvarez' booklet on ul
cers of the stomach and duo-
denum may be obtained by
sending 25 cents and a large,
stamped, enve
lope with your request to Dr.
Walter C. Alvarez. Dept.
MMT, The Register and Trib-
une Syndicate, Box 957, Des
Moines 4, Iowa.
(Released by The Register and

Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Rain in Northwest

To Exceed Normal
Suitland, Md. -- (Science

Service) - Near normal
averages during June

over most of the eastern part
of the nation are forecast by
the U.S. Weather Bureau here.

Exception is the middle At-

lantic states, where slightly
below normal temperatures
are expected.

The y outlook calls
for temperatures to average
above seasonal normals over
the Great Lakes region and
over the western half of the
nation, except for below
normal in the Pacific North-
west.

Precipitation is expected to
exceed normal in the Pacific
Northwest, the western Great
Lakes region, and the middle
and north Atlantic states. Sub-
normal amounts are predicted
for the Plateau states, the far
Southwest and in states bor-

dering the Gulf of Mexico.
In unspecified areas, near

normal rainfall Is forecast.

Salem - IUPD - Expansion of
military department facilities
at Portland airport is on the
agenda of the Legislative Fis-
cal Committee meeting here
Friday.

TELEVISION
Ratii & Small Appliance

CALL f 3-6- 31

TlOWBSJBGt 4 AYNjf
214 WefMile

to 33T fVrAfl f;l QmJh: YlW P 'lI?W XflS riWifT " V

L j

1 THE LITTLE BOOB V HOW MANV V IJiL )
C CHA ICATCH, ;OKIr- -,

I JTilSyfjj T
-- W

The Medical

AfQ

Things That Cannot B
Seen With the

Several hundred times
year people ask me why didn't
their doctor y their head

to see if they7T--1
had had a lit-

tle stroke; 01

why didn't he
y their liv

er to see if
they had hep
atitis. The rea
son he did not
make su eh
studies is that

DR. ALVAHE mc
have showed him nothing.
The can show us some-

thing only when there is a

difference in the opaqueness
of a part of a tissue to the

For instance: if I were
to put a piece of bread into
the center of a loaf made of
the same type of bread, and
then were to the loaf,
I would not be able to see the
piece of bread I put in. But
if I were to put my keys into
the loaf and make an y

film, the keys would show up
beautifully. Why? Because the
resistance of the metal to the
naasaae of is so much
greater than that of the bread.

Fifty' years ago I used to

try hard with the to
show the gallbladder, Dur.

could not do it unless the
ViiaHHer hnnoened to be full I

ot hard stones. Those I could

easily see. Then, two oia
friends of mine, Drs. Graham
and Cole devised a substance
somewhat opaque to
which when eiven by mouth,
would get so concentrated in
the bile that the gallbladder
would show up as a bright.

d shadow. Later,
another dye was found which,
when injected into a person,
is so concentrated in the urine
that the insldes of the kidneys
and bladder show up beauti
fully.

Cancers will not snow up in
tissue until they produce

changes such as a moth-eate-

appearance In bones, or oo
struction in the bowel, or ul
ceration in the stomach, lo
see a cancer in the stomach or
bowel one gives a suspension
of barium in water-b- y mouth
or by enema.
Patient Rushed to Hospital

My secretary recently
showed me a remarkable let-

ter from a who tells
how, for years, her" husband
managed to get y with a bad
heart. Then, on day, he went
into his final attack. Without
consulting with her or the
family, the doctor rushed the
dying man lo a hospital where
interns silent the next lew
hours Dulling him around, ex
amining him, slicking needles
into him, listening to his heart
and lungs, getting electrocard
iograms, and giving him a lot
ol medicine. It is conceivable
that all this strenuous effort
turned the tide against him
and shortened his life.

My old chief who was a fine
heart specialist, used always
to say to me, "When you find
a man in an attack of heart
failure leave him alone; don't
fuss at htm and tire htm out:
trust to morphine; that is the
best medicine; If anything will
save his life in his next few
hours, a shot of morphine
will." Many physicians will
probably disagree with this
but I do know that under this
treatment scores of my chief:
patients recovered. I know
that if I ever get a bad heart
attack I hope I will be cared
for by a wise physician who
will leave me alone for
wsilc.

A year or so ago I read An
article by an able heart spe-

cialist who said that after
studyltfS pile of hospital rec
ords of men witlwieart at
taclM he dmibW if many of
the rushes through town in an
ambulance hBd been neces
sary or even vre.

But to 4ti bat, to my cor
respondent s v.Wr; she, like
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