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tense silence of the forest
closed in and Vernon's
heart beat faster. Wilson,
the head skinner, built a
small fire of pine boughs
and soon a wisp of sweet-swellin- g

blue smoke arose
through the slanting shafts
of sunlight. Vernon noticed
how slojj'ly the men moved
as they took their places
around the fire, as if tryingnot to make too much
noise. He sat apart

. from them as they ate, but
near enough to hear-the- ir

logging-talk- .

When they finished eat-

ing, Vernon went over and
asked Buddy what a bridle
was, fpr he had heard the
word four times. Buddy got
up and took him over to a
pile of old chokers, bris-
tling with sharp jaggers,
and showed him how to fit
the nubbin of one choker
into the bell of another
thus making a double-size- d

ring for an unusually big
log.

Now Vernon figured he
knew everything.

Then the storm clouds
caught up to Vernon and it
started to rain. The red clay
became soft, the mud was
washed off the cats and
rivulets plashed in the gul-
lies. When Applegateshowed up for his third and
last load of the day, Vernon
rode back to town with
him. Applegate asked how
he liked the woods.

"Mr. Applegate," he said.
"I like them." He told him
that if it was the last thing
he ever did in this world

choker setter.

Applegate gave him the
names of several gyppo log-
gers around the county,
and that night Vernon
called them.

"Hello," h e said, "My
name is Vernon Eagle and
I'm looking for work. I'm a
choker setter."

Was he experience?
Oh, yes.
Who had he worked for?
A. R. Tuckey, Roseburg.

(That was a name he made
up.) Three of the men he
called told him to check
back in a few days, and that
was encouraging.

Then Vernon walked over
to the Mail Tribune and
placed an ad for three days.
The girl behind the desk
helped him write it, and it
came out like this: "Man,
28, wants work in woods.
Can set chokers. Call SP

between 5 and 6."
That number is a phone

booth beside the Chevron
station at Sixth st. and Riv-
erside ave. Vernon waited
there at the proper hour for
three days and of course the
phone never rang. It finally
sunk through his stubborn
skull that rain means no
logging.

Right now he's waiting
out the storms with the rest
of us. You can be sure he'll
stay right here until he gets
that job. If you want to see
what he looks like, drive
past the employment office
around eight. He's strictly
off the reservation so you
can't miss him.
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ltk to look tor work in
Medford? Bo Peep knows.
He's a "tremp."
who hai beeivJookatg over
the Rogue Vffley with an
appraising eye. We present
an second article he has
Written.)

Vernon wasn't a tramp
when he got here, hjit the
Itorm clouds followed him
up the coast, two days be-

hind, and rained out his
chances for work.

His home is on the Gila
River in Arizona, and he's
a member of the Pima
tribe. He came up here for
one reason, to work in the
great green woods.

"Biggest tree we got is
cactus," he said, "and I love
trees."

The first thing he did was
call up every logger in the
phone book.

"Hello," he said, "my
name is Vernon Eagle and
I want to work in the
woods."

Was he experienced?
"No," he answered, "but

I . . ." And that was as far
as he ever got. The logger
usually cut in right there,
saying, "We're all full up."

Early' next morning he
walked out to the Elk Lum-

ber company on Pacific

highway. He got there just
as a log truck was being un-

loaded. When the driver
swung the empty rig
around the crane--h o u s e,
Vernon stuck out h i s

thumb. The driver, Frank
Applegate, told him to
climb aboard.

An hour later they were
still rumbling along be-

side the Rogue river, and
Vernon wondered if they
would never stop; he didn't
know of the great distances
that often separate the log-

gers from the mill.
When they turned into

Elk Creek rd., the big tim-

ber began to show itself
and Vernon's heart beat
faster. Ten miles further on
they swung onto a narrow
strip of red clay and be-

gan to climb steeply. Sud-

denly there was so much
forest around him that Ver-
non saw nothing but bark
and fir like the small
child seeing an elephant for
the first time, taking in
only hide.

They finally reached the
landing, where the logs are
loaded, and Vernon got out
and looked around. The
towering Douglas fir, three
hundred feet high, so far up.
in the azure sky that they
seemed to lean over the
clearing.

On a distant ridge the
fallers and buckers were
hard at work, and the
whine o their chain saws
rang down through the for-
est.

A man in a tin hat came
over. This was Oscar Han-

son, the boss. Vernon low-

ered his eyes and found it
hard to focus them on a
man only six feet tall. Han-
son said yes, he could
watch the work, as long as
he stayed out of the way.

"It's okay," said Vernon
politely. "I been around."

One of the
had just dropped in a turn
of logs. This was Buddy, a
light-haire- d little guy who
looks like Jesse James. He
had seen Vernon nearly
fall over backwards as he
looked at the timber, and
knew Vernon had never
been in the woods before.
He caught Vernon's eye and
motioned him up on the
seat beside him.

They started up the skid
road. Vernon quickly
learned that in order to
stay aboard he had to use

everything including fin-

gernails. They lurched up
tjie steep slopes, two men
"stride a ferocious yellow
monster, chewing up the
ground and

'

stopping for
nothing, neither rotton log
nor boulder.

Pete, a dour tobacco
chewer, was the choker
setter, and Vernon watched
him at work. He saw how
he cleared out a space
under the end of each log
and then slipped the cable
through; how he fitted the
nubbin into the bell; how
he jammed a stick into each
coupling so it wouldn't
slip; how he lugged the
heavy winch-hoo- into the
bush whenever a choker
didn't reach far enough.

Applegate had said tha't
setting chokers was the
hardest and most dangerous
Job in the woods. That's
exactly what Vernon want-

ed. He watched Pete all
morning, and by the time
they clattered down to the
landing at noon he figured
he knew almost everything
there ($as to know about
setting chokers.

Everybody gathered at
the landing with dinner
pails. As soon ai the cats
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In the Day's News
By FRANK JENKINS

From Taipei, Formosa:
The Chinese communists

unleased an artillery bom

Men's Leisure Casuals Closely Woven Hobnail
bardment at Quemoy a few
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announced. It is feared that
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expense account and had writ-
ten in after the bar Items the
explanatory word FOOD --

indicating that SOMEBODY
had got scared.

To make it worse, the clerk
of the congressional commit-

tee that has charge of these

expense vouchers closed the
record to the public so that
nosey reporters couldn't delve
into it and turn up scandalous
stories.
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n chenille spread. Decorative hobnails In assorted
solid colors.heard artillery fire before.

The chances are he won t

BAD business?
of course It Is. If

members of congress are go-

ing to delve into the pecca-
dillos of other people they
should first make sure that

scare too easily.

their own skirts are impec-
cably clean.

I SUPPOSE you've noticed
these tales from Washing-

ton about traveling members
of congress who have been
turning In big expense L

One of the most Interesting
of them concerns a member of

That principle was under-
stood and accepted two thou-
sand years ago. Pultarch, in
his immortal "lives," relates
that when Caesar was asked
why he parted with his wife
he replied: "Caesar's wife
ought to be above suspicion."

The same goes for members
of congressional investigating
committees.

the investingating committee
that a while back was frying

l WSJ r$Q4&Jw
out radio disc Jockeys accused
of accepting "payola." It ap-

pears that this gentleman had
been in Hawaii a while back on
a government mission and had
stayed at one of the plushest
of the plush holtels. On his
expense account when he
turned it In appeared a quite
considerable number of BAR

INCIDENTALLY
of the

House Sam Rayburn heard
about the order closing the
expense account voucher
record to public inspection,
he promptly COUNTER-
MAND it.

Note to hard-shel- l GOPs:
There are some good Dem-

ocrats, you see.

items.

THE Interesting point is
after the investigation

started it developed that,
someone had gone over his Master Mixed House
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