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THE MANY WORLDS

By PEER J. OPPENHEIMER

H FsonEEN cabukn CGoldesg oy, ddtée the tile
al s biest pietare which cotapulted him o
strdon ond beeavse he seems 1o hive everything
oo can ask tor—suceess, wealth, vecopnition, i
By Tty

He's boen callod o solid citieen and o playhboy,
a liberal and a conservative. He's boon desceiibed
i hypochondeae, o restless, disillusioned  man
runming away from himself and his Tamily be-
e in T

chise he no longer has

He's boen veforved tooas o lonely man with o
mibnin for self=destraction that led bim to drinking

and takime unnecessary chanees. He has boen de-
seribed as foscinatingly interesting, gl exceed-
ingly dull

In Gty Walliam Holden bas been valled  just
bt overvthing except easy too undoerstaind

Although he's one of the top box-ofbee stars,
little has been written about hing in the past [our
wvears beciose he's been constantly on te mowv

I ook e two vears to dind out about this pata-
doxieal mystery man sl h--v.lr: to understand
whiat makes him bebave the way he does: 1 had
toy traved ta all dorners of the world. 1 talked to his
Hone Kong tatlor, his coworkers in Hollywood, his
Swiss banking pavtner, Carl Hieschmaonn, and his
old Trsend and busmess partner, Texax oil-million-
atre Hay Ryvan

Ioacemupanied Bill on o transatlantic ght from
Paris tie Now Yok, and foally spent o week with
SO I WIS

him and his wite Avdis (whose se
Brendy Mavshall) o London, where he was shoot -
mpseenes for “The World of Suzie Wong ™
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I saw him tipsy
elated and woreied, And T ot to know b

In o way, our lirst lengthy get-together proved
to be one of the most informative

When | joined Bill at Ovly Field, Paris, for o
transatlantic Hight to New Yaork two vears ago, |
knew him only slightly There were Tour of us in
the first=class section of the plane—Bill, o public-
relations oxecutive, an attorney, and myself

Getting to Know Him

1t wiad Bill who broke the we. He was charming,
cheerful, and talkative. Wi discussed everything
from hunting lions i Afviea to the political situa-
tion in various countrivs

It was apparent that Bill was vitally anterested

VAL

and fully mformed abom vur foreign vel:
While his knowledge wias extensive, he rejected
then—and still dovs—any thought of getting into
polities lamsell. “I'm quadified for only one type

aeting” he wld mes 1 don’t even have

of wa
the deshre to got into suoh relited fields as direet-
i or produc mg"" In s opimon, the best argu-
mont for this was a fasco callod “Towid e
Unknown," a picture he produced independently
for Warner Brothers —ond his only one in recent
years that lost money

Haolden's talkativeness on that plane was stimu-
linted |:_\ Scoteh on the vocks, o frequent and heavy
indulgence in those days. When he elimbed out of
his berth the next morming, he could barely steady
his hands untll he poured down another drink
from a plastic contamer wedged in between bottles

of shaving loton and haly tonie in s travel ki

“Don’t vou ever get that stull mixged ap””
asked him

His Face drew into econtortions, "1 did onw
What an experience!”

A severe ease of hepatitis, a liver ailment, ended
Bill's heavy drinking. Today he drinks vavely, but
that still leaves the question—what drove him to
the hottle before?

For one thing, Bill was tighting Paramount 1o
ger out of a contract which made & small fortum
for the studio but little for him.

He also was torn physically by o love of travel-
ing and  the tremendous  steain which globe-
hopping puts on o man. It kept getting worke, It
used to take me o diy o ger adjusted after 111w
from the United States to Euvope” he told me
“Now it takes me o week to get back on my feet”

Flying made him tense —and o couple of drinks
helped hime velax. And Bill never had an cass
time relaxing under the best of clreumstances.

o together in Lon

Take the night we had din
don and got back to oup hotel too early to turm in
Bill asked our whole pa
suite, We listened to jazz music, danced the chi-
cha-cha, heard Bill mimic the sounds of lLons
2ebras, monkeys, and elephants, and play “bones”
on o pair of hroken hangers

In fact, Bill was o one-man entertainment com-
mittee. He worked havder that night having
“pood time” than he had in front of the cameras
all week long—and he s considered one of the
most consclentious actors in the business!

v o join him in his




