STOP PAIN
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COMBAT INFECTION
PROMOTE HEALING
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MINOR BURNS, CUTS
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Quick ! Apply
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PERIODIC
PAIN

It's downnight fool
1sh to suller in
slence every month
Let Midol's 3.oway action bnng you
vomplete tefiel from functional men
strual distress. Tost take a Midol
tablet with a glass of water that’s
all. Midol quickly relieves cramps
eaves headache and chases ''blues
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Deaf Chester Dobson reads comics
in sign language to his four-
year-old son Dennis who can hear
but also understands signs.

With the aid of signs, deaf
Bertha Dobson “tells”

her daughters Libby and Pat
how to mend o hem.

By BOB LISTON

A GuesT at the home of Chester and Bertha Dobson
wintched in amazement as their infant played for hours
without uttering a sound

“I've never seen a baby who never eried,” the guest sald

Mrs. Dobson smiled. "What good would it do him? He
vealizes alveady that his parents ean’t hear him"

The incident illustrates the unususl relationships in a
family whose childven are normal but whose parents are
deaf, The Dobsons, who live outside Washington, D.C., have
seven children. Three are Chester Dobson’s by n previous
marnage—Chester, Jr., 23, and Frank, 19, both away at col-
lege, and Terry, 15. Bertha also has children by a previous
marriage—Patsy, 17, and Alan, 14, The children of their
present marriuge are Libbic, 8, and Denny, 4

The day T arvived at the Dobson home, Patsy, a radiant
teen-nger, answered the door. She introduced me to her
parents and herded her younger brothers and sisters into
another room to watch television

Denny wanted to stay with the grownups and threw a
tantrum, 1 watched fascinated while Patsy expertly calmed
him and sent him on his way,

Anticipating my thoughts, Bertha Dobson said, “In many
woys Patsy is the mother here. She's been helping me since
she wits three. It has to be that way —she ean hear trouble,”

Unlike her husband who knows only signs, Bevtha can
lip=tead and hus some voiee, o thin monotone which can be
readily understood once you are used to it

She is a petite woman of 45 who went deaf overnight when
she was 14, Doctors believe rickets caused o breakdown of
the wital bones in the middle car, Her first husband, also
deaf, died. Since her marrvinge to Chester, she has worked as
a gqualifications analyst for the U.S, Public Health Service.
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THESE CHILDREN

DON'T CRY

In this unusual family

of deaf parents and normal youngsters,
there are problems—and blessings—
unlike those of any other household

Chester Dabson is a tall, wiry man of 51, exuding quict
strength and patience. He teaches graphic arts at Gallaudet
College in Washington, the only college for the deaf in the
world. He was born deaf. His first wife, also deaf, was killed
in an automobile accident.

Mutual friends introdueed him to Bertha, and after court-
ing largely by mail, they were married in 1950. Bertha's
children knew no sign language and had to adjust to o step-
father with whom they couldn't communicate. There was i
religious problem, too, since Bertha is Catholic and Chestes
Preshyterian, Despite all this, Bertha and Chester hav
I'l_'&ll'!‘l' H I\-'Il'l"_l'l_"l hi]l'“ll”llljll:\ [il“'ﬂl_\'.

Tm: most serious difficulties of deal parents center on the
first-born, “Since you can't hear, you have to be certan
you can always sce the child,” Bertha explained. “I took
Patsy, my eldest, everywhere while doing housework, When
she napped, 1 peeked in at her every five minutes, A hearing
mother doesn’t have to do that. She can listen for the cry”

By the time the secand child arvives, there is one child in
the house who can hear and speak. The mother no longer
has to supervise constantly. She has ears to listen (o
warnings of danger, The older the child the more respon-
sibility, and each new child of deafl parents becomes aware
quickly of how much he is needed to help out in the home

Assuming so much responsibility at an carly age ereate:
disconvertingly mature “voungsters,”

Patsy, for example, is as poised as a woman twice her i
As her mother points out, “She's going to make someont
fine wife. Patsy knows what it meany to have a large fumil
She's already talking about having four children,”

Yatsy's role as “mother” was constantly brought homi
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