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Portlander Dies
On Fishing Trip

Detroit, Ore. PU- A Port-

land man died of an apparent
heart attack while fishing on
Detroit Lake Sunday. The vic-

tim was Albert Lee, 49.
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raised 10 inches or so!
For years, ptosis was one

of the favorite placebo diag
noses; some doctors even
specialized in treating it. Then
I guess people got tired of
it; the fashion changed; and
other placebos came in, like
a low blood sugar, or a low
blood pressure; and for years

seldom saw a woman who
had been told she had ptosis.
The moral to this tale is that
when two or three good physi
cians have told you that your I
trouble is due to nervousness,
they are usually right, and
the doctor who tells you Iand most of his patients
that your symptoms are all
due to amebiasis or brucel-- 1

losis or colitis may well be a
faddist or a frequent user of I
one particular placebo. i
Unsafe Drivers
Being Punished ll

In my recent comment on I

the hundreds of thousands of
unsafe and even criminal or
insane or drivers
who are cheerfully given a
license to drive a car, 1

should have said that in a few
states the department of
Motor Vehicles Licensing has
been getting tough - and with
good results. For instance: 1

learn now that in California,
under Robert McCarthy's
guidance, more than 40,000
drivers' licenses have been
suspended for negligent oper
ation, and over 400 others for
first offense, drunken driving
convictions. My hearty con-

gratulations go to Mr, Mc

Carthy for his determination
to make pedestrians out of
those who habitually endan
ger the lives and property of
others. I keep reading also
that in Connecticut the au
thorities have gotten so tough
with criminally negligent dri
vers, that the number of
motor vehicle accidents
that state has been decidely
reduced.

Dr. Alvarez' booklet on
cancer may be obtained by
sending 25 cents and a large,
stamped, en-

velope with your request to
Dr. Walter C. Alvarez, Dept.
MMT, The Register and Tri-

bune Syndicate, Box 457, Des

(Released by The Register and
Tribune Syndicate. 1960)

Report Promised

On Downed Fliers

Bcrlin-OTD-- A Soviet spokes-
man said Monday a statement
will be issued "soon" on the
U. S. Army transport plane
forced down Friday by Soviet
fighters. He hinted the nine
Americans aboard may be
turned over to the East Ger-
mans.

The Soviet statement pre-
sumably would answer an
American request for release
of the eight men and woman
whose plane strayed into East
Germany and was forced
down by six Soviet Jet fight-
ers.

The spokesman said he did
not know if the Americans
"still are in Soviet hands"
an Indiaction they may have
been turned over to the East
Germans. Such a move could
lead to a long period of im-

prisonment and an East-We-

diplomatic wrangle over their
release.
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'Placebo Diagnoses' ,

Every week I get letters
from women who perhaps ad-

mit that their good old family
doctor for years has been tell-

ing them that their illness is
11 due to nevrousness and

perhaps much
a n n o y ance
and strain atJ at home. But I

rip tlie woman
never did like
this diagnosis.
She thought
her doctor
was a bit

and
Dr. Alvarel so she started

going from doctor to doctor,
trying to find one who would
diagnose a disease she could
be proud of. Most of these
doctors, after examining her
with many tests, said they
couldn t tind anything wrong.

Eventually, a woman like
this finds a busy doctor who
has decided that the only way
in which he can practice with
any speed and comfort Is to
give these women what I call
a "placebo of diagnosis."
Placebo means "I will please,"
by giving the woman what
she wants. Just now, one of
my secretaries handed me a
letter from one of these wom-
en who soys she eventually
found a doctor who delighted
her, but also scared the life
out of her. He gave her the
Impression that all the doc-

tors she had seen previously
had "missed the boat": what
she had was "the worse case
of visceroptosis that he had
ever seen.
Confidence Lost

With this, the poor woman
is now all to pieces: she has
lost confidence in the medi-
cal profession, and she won-
ders what can be done to cure
the "viscerptosis." This word
implies Unit her abdominal
organs have fallen down be-

low the position where we
doctors - back before 1910 --

used to think they belonged.
1 wish I could sit down

with this unhappy lady and
explain to her that back
around 1919 we doctors begun
to get machines power-
ful enough so that in a dark
room we could see a patient's
stomach and bowel while he
or she was standing up back
of a screen. This is the

point. For the first
time in history, someone
could see a human stomach
and bowel in a person stand-

ing up. Before that, we had
seen the stomach and bowel
only in persons lying down,
either dead or on an oper-
ating table. We hadn't known
that when people stand up,
the abdominal organs tend to
float downward six or 12

inches or more. When 1 first
saw this, I was surprised: but
when 1 saw that
ptosis appeared in almost all
thin people. I soon lost inter-
est in the phenomenon.

When I found it In hun-
dreds of healthy young ath-

letes with a good digestion.
I knew it was not a cause of
disease. During my 25 years
at Mayo's, 1 never once saw
our men pay an atten-
tion to it.

But although some of us
doctors kept warning our fel-

lows not to pay any attention
to a natural and harmless
phenomenon, for years sur
geons operated for "ptosis"
(until they got fed-u- with the
poor results), and many doc-

tors ordered special corsets
for their women patients,
They had them sleep at night
in a bed the foot of which was
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