Defense Education Program Funds |
Help To Strenghen School System l

By LOUIS CASSELS
VPl Corrsseendent
Puring the pn'-! ‘.R months,

spent
dor the national defense edu-
cation act

By federal spending mand
ards, one quarter of & billion
dollars I1s not & lot of money

It is only one-fortieth as much |
a8 Uncle Sam ladles out each |

vear on farm programs and
veterans benefits

But a dallar properly aim
ed can sometines do more
good than 50 dollars scatler-
ed broadcast, The relatively
modest sums expended ynder
the mis-named defense educ
tion program have heen used
to strengthen America's
school system Al certain sira-
tegle points where (1 has been
notoriously weak.

Here are some of the things
that have been accomplished
under the act, which still has
217 years 1o run:

Student Loans

Nearly 490,000 able but
needy college students have
recelved longterm, low Inter-
est loans to enable them to
continue their education

More than a third of them
have indicated they intend to
An into the teaching profes-
sion. If they do become publie

fchool teachers, and remain
at the job for at l five
yenrs, half of their loans will

be marked paid
S0 far §62 million in feder-
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#l funds has been made avail-
avie for student fpans. Partic
ipating colleges have contrib
uted $7 milllon In matehing
The demand for loans
substantially excecds avail-
able funds, and pending fur-
ther congressional appropria
tions it has been necessary to
hold the sverage loan to $500
a year and to turn down some
eligible applicants
Laboratery Equipment

Most public schools were
woefully deficient in  labor
|atories required for effective
teaching of acience, mathe-
matics and foreign language
couries. More than $90 mil-

e 'I on in federal H anis h.u lrru relieve the am'r shortage uf

FTC Warns Against

‘Fabulous’

Offered in Ads

Washington - 4P - Garden-
ers and flower lovers have
been warned by the Federal

Trade Commission to keep a
sharp lnok out for “rackels
that bloom in the spring.”

The FTC said 11 has recetv-
ed many complaints recently
about advertis offer
ing “fabuloue plants  and
gardening materials  which

turn out to be bogus

For example, the commis
| sion said it has recently re
| ¢eived  letters from several
pergons who followed up an
ad Irom a southern nursery
for “beautiful, vigorous, su-
per camellia plants”  Whit
they actunlly reccived was a
shipment of “'small, unrooted
dried cutting which would not
| grow when planted.”
Many Cases Daveloped

The commission made its
wirning in an annopncement
entitled "beware of tdo flow-
ery claims"

Danlel J. Murphy, a lop of-

|[1rinl in the commission’s bu-

reiu of litigation, sald many
FTC cases involving decep:
tive practices in nursery prod.
ucts have developed from just
such complaints hy disillu-
sioned customers,

He said “the same kind of
is often found
in claims for the productivity
of fruits and berries.” The
| commission recently ordered
| n Mississippl mail order house
to stop ¢laiming that its blue-

lherr)' plants could each pro-

duce up to six gallons of ber-

in |
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feet deep, When its surface
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line of watee-killed trees was
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Eardley of the University of
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