Centuries of thought have gone

into developing the foolproof vending device,
but larceny has its geniuses, too

were not restrained by fear of Zeus when in
1888 Thomas Adams put the first American
machines on station platforms to dispense
chewing gum. Relentlessly, they jammed
oltl washers and beer checks into the slots

In its first year in business, the Automatic
Canteen Corporation of America took in
more than $30,000 in worthless slugs. Na-
thaniel Leverone, chairman of the board,
proaned, "Whenever a budding inventive
penius goes wrong, he wants to beat a vend-
ing machine!”

By then, machines were dispensing candy
birs, peanuts, chewing gum, and even ciga-
rettes, Engineers set out to teach these me-
chanical salesmen not lo take wooden nick-
els or anything else but honest United States
coinage, They installed a contrivance with
three fingers, which felt both sides of every
object inserted, and rejected many phonies.

But “Three-finger Jack™ did not keep a
man from slipping in a smooth slug the di-
mension of a nickel. Engineers inserted a
magnet which seized all iron slugs and
tossed them out the coin return.

Same customers thrust lead, aluminum,
and alloy slugs into the slots. The ma-
chines defended themselves, The counterfeit
dropped through the device's insides and fell
on an anvil, Above it were three openings.

A heavy slug of lead would bounce low
md drop through the lower opening, Then
it would dribble out the coin retum. A
light slug made of aluminum or alloy would
bounce high and flip through the upper
opening, Only a nickel would bounce just
right and pass through the proper one.

T HE BATTLE to outwit the vending machine
raged on. In machine shops where brass,
hironze, and copper were available, workers
punched out disks. Vending machines gob-
bled these up and handed over everything
they had, Engineers countered by setting up
A magnetic field around the inserted coin.
Only silver and nickel could get through.
But workers in a Connecticut factory re-
sorted to slugs of precisely those metals!
Their company made coins for a number of
South American. countries, The machines
tetreated from the plant, never to return,
Elsewhere, it seemed machines were win-
ning the battle against slugs. Congress came
to their aid in 1942, making it illegal to mar-
ket slugs suitable for cheating vending ma-
chines, Until then some companies had
turned out disks which they coyly adver-
tised as “not for use in vending machines.”"
This does not mean that the vending ma-
vhine had won once and for all. At the Chi-
tago World's fair in 1033, cleanup men
mastered the art of timing the fall of the
nickel just so. At the proper split second,

they tapped the machine lightly, and it
handed back both the nickel and the goods.

This art has not been lost It was passed
on from friend to friend, but the newest
maodels won't tumble to it

There still are mysterious lootings every
now and then, In a Midwestern plant, main-
tenance men always found one machine
emptied of merchandise and not a coin in
the receptacle. The culprit had drilled a hole
in the rim of a nickel. To this he soldered a
piece of thin piano wire. It was a simple
matter for him to drop the coin in the slot,
activate the machine, and pull the coin back
out. From then on, a pair of snippers was
pul on machines to shear off any mischiev-
ous wires or strings.

~Nippers, magnet, anvil, Three-finger

Jack, and all the rest of the devices now
have more of a treasure to guard than ever.
Last year 3,750,000 machines sold Ameri-
cans $2 hillion worth of merchandise rang-
ing from soft drinks, cigarettes, and candy
bars to such items as baby rattles, playing
cards, and toys.

In just about any rail or air terminal a
machine will issue an insurance policy. And
for lunch, a worker can buy sandwiches, hot
beel stew, ple, and a steaming cup of coffec.

Some housewives need not go into the
crowded supermarkets, Out in front of the
neighborhood store are machines that sell
milk, bread, canned goods, and frozen foods.
All they have to do is put in the right coins:

In Chicago, a woman stepped up to such
a machine and selected a canned ham priced
at $1.05. She carefully folded a nickel in a
dollar bill and jammed the wad into the coin
slot. It fouled it up.

Actually, the Chicago woman was merely
jumping the gun. There are now machines
in test locations at Chicago's Midway Air-
port and Illineis Central suburban stations
which will take a dollar bill, deliver the
goods, and return correct change. This in-
vention of William A. Patzer of Chicago is
expected to mushroom the variety of sales.

But before anybody gets the idea that a
well-shaped piece of high-quality paper will
jackpot this machine, he ought to know that
it has handled nearly a million pleces of
currency without error or breakdown. Tt
refuses foreign money and counterfeits,

On the other hand, if a man has folding
money as issued by Uncle Sam, the machine
will gladly take it regardless of how wrin-
kled, torn, or dirty it may be.:

Be assured, however, that somewhere a
spiritual descendant of the aucient Alexan-
drian who put slugs in Heron's machine is
considering ways to outwil even this newest
vending device.
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NEW CURAD

ADHESIVE BANDAGE

Won't hurt when you take it oHf

won't reopen the wound

Painful cuts and scratches
heal faster when you use gentle new =
CURAD, the revolutionary bandage that won't
pull off healing skin when you pull off the
handage. Never hurts,

The exelusive Telfa® Pad, with its special
plastic cover, keeps loose threads out of the
wound . - . yel tiny holes in this plastic film
allow perfect drainage. This is a small version
of the famous Tella dressing, called “mercy
bandage” in leading hospitals. Get the new
CURAD spon,
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MoMMY!... MOMMY!... | “My Back Was
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MOMMY! | ~ Killing Me”

To maothers, that cry means that
there'sanother cut, scratch, scrape,
or bumn. It also means she should
get iodine—but she often doesn't,
because iodine bumns and stings,
upsets youngsters. Here's good
news. Science has discovered a
new kind of iodine that stops in-
fection best yer doesn’t burn or
sting. I's polyvinylpyrrolidone-
iodine®, found only in ISODINE®
ANTISEPTIC. Where other types
of antiseptics may kill only 1, 2, or
3 types of germs, ISODINE Kills
all types—even virus and fungus,
And up to 40 times faster. Get
painless ISODINE ANTISEPTIC.
Money-back punrantee,
*FHL M. 271307 Gematal Anilee & Fitm Cary.

/1 Now, Mere Petitive Pain Reliel
4 - -nn Direct-Aetion Kidnay Drug

Hackiche — stabbing

\ U paincoare often avso-
I SN cinted with fauley
J /l.ulncj funciion,

- DeWitt's Pills now
‘\‘ = have 4 combination
w1 of drogs with direct
diuretic action (0 help keep Lidneys
clean of acid wastes that sa ofien
ciuse back paing, mild bladder irri.

tation, geiting up nights, loss of enegey

ergy —even muscular pains. These
drugs, ina new formula, give more
paritive reliel than ever before! So
ellective, youevenser they’ real work
when “the blue comes through,”
With kidney funcrion improved.
DreWitl s helps yoiu have maore pain-
Free duys, mone restlol nighis

DeWITT'S PILLS

Comp., Dover, Del,
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Get to the Root of Athlete’s Foot

RINGWORM, OTHER FUNGUS INFECTION

with New NP-27" Treatment

—AND THE FUNGUS IS DEAD FOREVER!

Kitlx fumgnn sniler akin surfisce—even
penctrates infe toenails.  Promotes
growtl of healthy tisvive, Gurids
againyd sew infection

Latest |ubnrnlm‘1h tesis prove
NP-27 Liguid not only works wimder
skin surface 1o kil fungus where it
hreeds and spreads—hut even pene-
trates il foenails. Works in vital
under-surfsce shin luyers where or-
dinary remedies cannot reach,

Using new NP-27 Liquid-Powder
Treatment, doctors in iwo leading
clinies found that Athlete’s Fool,

Ringworm and other fungus infec.
tions, even stubbom cases, clear up
usually within two weeks—ofien in
less than 7 days

Ax part of mmmcﬂi new NP-27
Medicated Powder dries the foot
perspiration that hc}p\ fungus grow,
eliminates surface fu o o -
tres and soothes ch-[m.l.skin. wuards
against new infection,

New NP-2T Treatment (Liguid
and Medicaied Powder) guaraniees
effective reliefl—or full refund from
druggisi.
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