Proposaisto Annex'l

slands’

Will Appear on City Ballots

Two proposals 1o annex | territory is surrounded by the City Attorney Joo! Reeder
Visland" areas to the city of | corporate limits or boundaries | added that the residents of
Medford will appesr an the ] ) ; ¢ areas “do not really
primary b:u::-ut ‘next Friday :.l .'m" LI-”" ot i “; o any say" in this tvpe of
These proposed annexations 15 F"’“.H kg m"”m!lf\. " | annexation proposal anyway.
ieme plgcat o4 ballot by such eity to amend its charter 5 Yiund Leadl
the city council weldon. | ¥ A% to annex such land or | “a8es ound Lega

¥ sounctl with seldoin- | yurritory to the city and to In-| R egarding Doernbach’s
used but legal methods corporate the same within the | vpinion that the state supreme

Both of these areas are city with or without the o court would rule the annexs-
complelely surrounded by tie | sont of any owner of property | ton illezal if it passed, Reeder
existing city limits within the territory and with | 8ald that there have been

One is the so-called “Y-ls- or without the L,””;..“t of any | many cases where this type of
land"” bounded by North Riv- | resident in the territs I’-"-;' annexation has been done be-
erside ave  Besr Creek, Me- that the tarritory |.':- not | fore and upheld as legal, eve
Andrews rd., and the city lim- | 3 orporated city or whol- | In Medford
its on the north Iy territory belonging 1o the | The state legislature pussed

This rrea contains some 48 | state or federal government.” | the law providing for this
acres of land and approxi- As pointed out by Willlam | type of annexation solely {or
mately. 171, persons. Doernbach, 143 Mace ave,, at | the purpose of allowing cities

The other area is a mine-| b "0t Gty counell meeting |T“' bring in “island" arens
acre tract containing some| al't-empt‘ was made by the |When it is in the best inter-
]l‘ifgl‘; I‘T;-”""" It 15 bounded | oy 15 contact the property | £sts of the entire cily 10 do so,
};:‘er:'!i;jll::l r: '2:1:Ilgl;?'.n‘::i:f.: owners in the arens to be an. | Reeder pointed out.

ave. It is locuted in the conter | |_1u.sml regarding their feecl [Juf[ noted _t!mt on May 16
P I st : ings on the matter, 1858, the Phipps tract south
of a “high-class" residential . i
areg, However, where Doernbach | of MeAndrews rd. and the
¥ Placad on Ballois feels the city should have done | Earhurt tract south of Earhart

Both of these micos -vere | 1his 8s 8 consideration to the | s, were annexed to Medfard
placed on the ballol by city | Propeiiy - ers. the cily | ubder the same election pro-
council action April 7 ‘There | feels to the contrary. « trpdure
was no petition from the prop- City Manoger Robert A.| The “Y' wiiz was origin-
erly owners that they be an- | Duff explained, "no attempt | ally included in a larger Ber-
riexed to the city, the usual | was made to contact the prop- | r¥dale annexatlon proposal
procedure. erty owners becouse it would | which was defeated by the

The council was ahle to | not have made any differ- | vVolers in that area in Novem-

place these proposed annexa- |ence’’ Besides, he sald, the | ber, 1956

tions on the ballot under ORS | city does not have the man- In the early months of 1857
222950, which reads: power to go out and poll these | @ number of resldents of the
“In any case where land or | areas, Berrydale area again appliod

= -— ————— | for annexation to the city,

= only this time the boundaries
| | had been partially reduced to
omit some of the areas which
had voled against the annexa-
fion in November
Main Consideration
r One of the main considera-
lig -) tlons in getting the entire Ber-
rydale area whnexed wes &
serious sewage problem which
had developed. A group ealled
the Berrydile Sanitation com
| mitlee worked hard for an-
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The “¥" area was also in-
eluded in the second annexa-
tion proposal bul, according
| to. Doernbach, after It was
made known that there were
51 negative votes in this area
which would passibly he
enouph to defest the entire
Call or Write proposal a second tlme, the
for Brochure | planning commission exclud-
ed it from the proposed an-
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council requesting

that the
area not be Included within
the boundaries of the Berry-
dale distriet at xation elees
tion. He added at the area |
wiis then left out of the Ber-
rvdile annexation proposal.
Objects to Omission

On March 17, 1957, Med-
ford Attarney A, E. Piazza
appeared before the city coun-
cil on behalf of residents in
the “Y" area and objected to
omission of this area from the

proposed annexalion

The council deferred action
on his objection unti] ril
16. A quote from the Apr
1857, edition of the Mail IrJl-
une, deseribes some of ﬂml
action at that meeting

“Attorney A. E. Plazzn said
he represented Rerrvdale res-
idents in a section bounded by
MeAndrews rd, on the south,
Riverside ave. on the west,
Biddle rd. on the east, and |
Crater Lok highway on the
north. The portion was ex-

|:'h|:it'i‘ from a proposed an-

nexation areg revised by the
planning commission in
Mareh.

If the proposed Berrydale
area is annexed.” Plazza said, |
residents he represented |
would be surrounded by in-
corporated Medford land
This would permit the city of
Medford to annex that portion
of Berrvdale withoutl consent
af the area's voters, he said,
Withdraws Objection

“Pinzza withdrew his objee-
tion after Mayor John Snider
sald it would not be the ‘pres-
ent intention' of the ecouncil
to annes that portion to Med-
ford If the larger Berrydale
area was annexed."

An election was called for

'May 22, and on that day Ber-

rvdale wvolers approved the
annexation h\' the siim vote
of 210-191

Pis i told the Mail Trib-
une Friday that the article in
the Tribune of April 17, 1857,
Is correct., Mayor Snider also
sald this was right,

One of the residents of the
"¥'" area who opposed omis-
sion of that territory from the
Berrydale annexation in 1957,
sild he was assured by Mayor
Snider al the time that the
area would not he annexed
without the residents first
being conlacled.

He added that p number of
residents In the *“Y" area are
objecting to the method now
being used to annex them be-
caugse none of them were con-
tacted and the whole thing
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came right out of the “blue.*

Regarding the annexation
of these two areas on Friday's
ballot, Mayor Snider told the
Mall Tribune, “I do not now,
nor have 1 ever, favored or
condoned an annexation poli-
¢y that is motivated by the
city's desire to gain additional
property or per capita taxes.

“Instead I believe that an-
nexation should he made for
the extension of needed serv-
ices (o fringe arcas, where it

| does not result in a reduction

of services to the original city
users, Il is also proper, I be-

| lieve, to annex for the protec-

tion of the city to prevent un-
controlled usage objectionable
to the residents in adjacent
areas,

"It ds regrettable if there
has not been a full under-
standing by all parties of the
need for consideration of an-
nexation of the |wo parcels
appearing on the primary
ballot.”

‘Gerrymandered”

One city official hess said

that the negative votes in the

| ¥ ares might have caused

the entire Berrydile annexa-
tion proposal to fail In 1957,
ga the Boundarles were more
or less “gerrymandered”

| around the "Y' area to assure
the Berrydale annexation pro-

posal of passing, He said this
was entirely legal and was

 done only because of the ne-

enssity o annex the larger
area to alleviate the sanitary
problem which existed.

The city has geveral good
reasons for wanling lhese
areds on the "Tay 20 ballot in.
cluded in the city, not the
least of which are the lnck of
zoning and building regula-
tions,

Duff expressed the feeling
of the city administration
when he said, “Without these
regulations  practically  any
type of a use can be consiruct-
ed which eould nullify the
planning and zoning estab-
listied by the eity around the
unineorporated areas

“In a residentinl district the
establishment of commercial
uses within sueh a tract can
blight a whole neighborhond
with regullant devaluation of
properiy,

Undesirable Developments

“Once undesirable develop-
ments are initiated in the dis-
trict without zoning, it is im-
possible to control or prevent
them from being completed.”
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