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EDITORIAL

Flight o’ Time

Medfard and Jackson County
History from tha files of The
Mail Tribune 10, 20, 30, 40
and 50 years ago.

10 YEARS AGO
May 1, 1950 (Monday)

A United Alr lines Douglas
PC-4 landed at the Medford
alrport yesterday, making it
the largest airplane to ever
land here on a regularly
scheduled flight.

A large warchouse, housing
the Mt, Pitt company, burned
to the ground In the White
City Industrlal aren lnst night.

Vote of Confidence

We attempted (o point out what they were

authors.

ahout the budget, this time stated positively
rather than negatively.

district are represented.

* = = & @

able to anyone curious about the budget:

“ThHe eitlzens of Medford have for many years ex-
pressed approval of a better-than-average educational
program. A high precedent has heen set in this regard.
Medford students have consislently rated among the
top gradustes and performers in competition with
other schools of the state and natlon. This high rat-
Ing has been In all areas—including scholarship, musie,
public speaking, vocatlons, and actlvities. This success
can in a major way be atiributed to the exceptional
opportunities offered students by the punp}q of Med-
ford, =

“This budget as proposcd 1s the result of extensive
study and evaluntlon by She board of educatlon, the
sohool budget commitiee, ndvisory board members, and
the administration. Appreciation is due {he many citi-
zens who have assisted in preparing this budget. With-
out their interest and help, the job would have been
more difflcult and less productive.

“Each proposed expenditure has been carefully ex-
amined In the perspeclive of itsarelationship to the
over-all educationnl objectives of the district and in
terms of wise economy. Your board of education and
budget commitlee belleve the citlzens of gur school
district want good schools and wil! provide the finan-
clal support necessary for them.

"As In previous years and as found true in other
school districts, salarles for Instruction represent by
far, and quite properly, the largest item In the budgel.
A general Increase In teachers' and slaff salaries, as
well as proposed additions to the staff because of in-
ereased number of sludents, has added considerabily
to this year's budget. State support has failed to keep
pace with rising costs which makes Its necessary to
raise additional funds at the local level. School board

members, administrators and others interested in the
welfare of boys and girls are attempling to have
stnle support programs revised to relleve property
and equalize the tax burden . , .

May 1, 1940 (Wednesday)
B. F. lrvine, 77, noted blind
editor of the Oregon Journal,

Trvine &pent much of
youth In Jackson cl:un?y.
From Arthur Perry's "Ye

men are threatening the an-
nunl strike on the Lower Co-
Iumbia, as usuel. For Inevit-
abllity, this strike ranks along
with Death and Taxes.”

30 YEARS AGO
May 1. 1830 (Thursday)

Local chamber of commerce
efforts to make sure all Med-
ford residents are counted in
census produces 50 additlonal
names go far.

Stage bus drivers will be
wenring new uniforms shortly.

40 YEARS AGO
May 1, 1920 (Saturday)

Because of high price of su-
gar, loeal enting establish-
ments have stopped serving
sugar In sugar bowls and are
using individual paper con-
fainers instead,

This Is nutlonal bleyele
week: there ore loss than n
doten In use in this city and
county.

50 YEARS AGO
May 1. 1810 (Sunday)

Pacitic and Epstern railroad
wiil build a new depol two
miles from Eagle Point and
offers to help whole town
move with it

From Central Point News
Jettor—Mrs, Rémert Kyle and
Mrs. J. V. Anderson wenl lo

Medford Friday on a shopplng 0

expedition,

What's Your 1.Q.7

Nine or ten corraet Iy supetlor;
saven or eight is excellent; five o
tix iy good.

1. How many tesspoons
one tahlespoon?

2. Name the curved wood-
en missile which if properly
thrown returns to the throws

In
g

er,

3 When a cat chews food,
does iis Jower jaw move up
and d@vn, or sideways, or
both?

4. Name the days of the
weck In aiphabetical order.

5. What Ix the best hard-
wood and shade tree In the

6. What s the name for the
selence ol ecarthquake phe
nomena?

7. Does the Federal govern-
ment pay o premium on rice
old coins? o

8. Are the Black Hills in
North Dakotn?

9. Which United States pres-
fdent was a tallor by trude?

10, Did Spaniards or British
colonlals first seitle in Texas?

Answers: 1. Three. 2. Boom-
erang. 3, Up and down only,
4. Friday. Monday. Baturday,
Bunday, Thursday, Tuesday
and Wednesday. 8, Oak. 6.
Belsmology., 7. No. 8. No.

South Dakola, 8§ Andrew
Jehnson. 10, Bpaniards,
d

“Schools are a8 big, Important, and expensive busi-
ness, Wo belleve that the citizens of this district want
their children to have educationnl opportunities equal
to the betler programs In the state. In order to maln.
tain this high level of educationnl, it Is most important
that adequate funds be provided,

“Your thoughtful eonsideration and approval of
this proposed budget {s sincerely recommended.”
(signed)

Medford School Board, Budget and Advisory
Committee

Willlam A, Barker, Edwiard Branchfield,

Otto Ewaldgen, Kelth Hockersmith, Frank

Bash, P. G. Humphreys, Mrs. Tom Eaton,

Louls Straube, H. D. Christensen, Robert

Minear, Russell Melntyre, Willinm Edwerds,

s % s v alo)

TI-IAT puts it plainly enough.

If you want a continued high-class, well-
rounded educational program, you vote for the
budget. If you don't, you vote against,

You can't have it both ways.

No organization the size of the Medford
school district, with 17 schools, some 8,000 plus
students next year, 361 teachers, a number of
other.employees, a bus transportation system, and
an impact on the lives of everyone in the commue
nity, can escape criticism,

Mistakes undoubtedly have been made, and
will be made again. We personally have some
reservations about parts nlI the program of edu-
cation in Medford,

UT the point remains that the things that, to

us, are drawbacks, may be the parts of the pro-
gram about which others are most enthusiastic.
ne man's “wasted time" in the schools may be
the most important part of the program to some-
body else.

The schools must serve the entive community,
not just part of it.

And the overall effect, the total results, the
“hig pleture,”

eduecation for our children and our future citizens.

By almost any criterion that can be named,
the Medford school system compares well with
any, anywhere,

wi

a
honestly and sincerely believes that too mue
money is being spent for the results achieved.

But we do have a quarrel with people who
will believe rumors, false innuendoes, twisted
facts, and out-of-context references, and use them
as a basis for a “no” vote.

And we have contempt for those who use
these methods actively to seek defeat of a sound
{mdgel, solely because they don't like to pay
axes,

_ Anyone who doesn’t have the facts has only
himself to blame. And the facts add ap to the
conclusion that Medford has a superior school
system, deserving of a strong vote of confidence
tomorrow.—E.A.

- L] - L] L]

HAVE no quarrel with anyone who votes

£

.. Asmentioned here Friday, some pretty sleazy i
tdctics are being usdd in%in allempt to defeat the | J¥ =
school distriet budget at tomorrow's election. . .|

and why they do diseredit to their unknown |

Today, we'd like to have a few final words

And perhaps the best way to do this is to go
to the people who are most familiar with the
budget, who have spent long hours poring over
it, and who, as a result, have recommended it
We refer to the members of the school board,
the citizens hudget committee, and the advisory
members of the committee, All sections Of the

HIS is what they say in the booklet giving
budget information and which has been avail-

are what count in determining
whetlier the scho@s are making good use of.ousl
tax dollars, and translating them into effective

Dennis

the Menace
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"My DAD 1SNT HOME. WHO 15 THIS ? My DADDYS 80552
18 TRAT YU, Mo 2°

School Facts
To the Editor: Mrs, Vivian
Collins recently commented
on the Medford school budget
and ralsed a pertlnent gues-
tion relating to the slx per
cent limitation,

§f1e following facts are pre-
serted:
1. Oregon law limits the
amount which & school dis-
{rict may incrense its budget
for the next year to 6 per
cent of the district's highest
“base” of the last three years
unless the legal voters ap.
prove aghigher amouni, He-
cause of rapid growth during
the war and post-war years,
the Medford district's tax buse
is totally inadequate to oper-
ate the schools, and it has
been necessary to vote on the
budget each year for many
yenrs. -
2, 1t i= ohvious that this tax

Communications

Letters to the Editor must bear the name and address of
the writer, although under certain circumstances the use
of a pen name or initial for publication is permissible. The
Mail Tribune reserves the right to edit all
view to clarification and condensation. Lettcrs submitted
for publication must not exceed 400 words. The letters
printed in this column do not necessarily represent the
views of the paper; in fact the contrary is often the case,

tters with a

of my bovhood days.

Our mother was the eldest
of the Maurtin Perry family
fand a sister of the late Wil
linm Perry) who were early
pioneors in the Big Butte area,
have all passed on except an
aunt, Mrs, Lottle MeQuoid,
who resides in Walnut Creek,
Culif.

Bath the Allen and Perry
families, typical early 'day
pioneers like many others,
were rugged individualists,

People those days, with a
lght of destiny in their eves,
possessed with falth and hon-
esty, indeed played a big part
in the bullding of all the
western states, They set forth
sope  interesting  examples
that this young generation
might well evaluate and ad-
here o,

If our progress and re
sources eould be managed on

hase is far short of the amount
needed to operate the schools

the program in the proposed
budgel. In other words, If the
digtrict operated on the same
budget amount we are using
this year, the voters would
still have lo approve $1,608.-
051.07, less the allowsble'=G
per cent of $30,631.97,

3. The only way the proce-
dure can be changed Is to
have the digtrict vole a new
“hage,"” Thiz wonld not elinnge
the pmount of taxes Lo be paid.
4, The {inancial condition
of the Medford School Distriet
is good, The estimated valuna-
tlon for Hllfl!\;ﬁ] 15 $45.000,-
000, The Disteet 15 bonded to
only 414 per cent of its limit
of §9,107,000, (This has no
connection with the operating
budget being voted on, but the |
question of jeopardizing the
Medford district's eredit was
ralsed) We poeint out that
Medford's proposed budget
would use only aboul 68 per
cent of the property tax dnl
lar for schools, stile-wide
this iz 70 per cenl. Further-
more, the Mediord distriet
millage rate is next to the
lowest in the county.

The budget committee, con-
slsting of 13 lay members, 10
rrauisr@d 3 advisory mem-

the bisis of facts gained from
sound long-range research,

for 1860-61, even if there were | jych duplication and extes-
no incrense for any part of [give high cost of government

would of course be substan-
tinlly lower.

However, life holds much
for every Individual, as each
doy paints a new [usler on
the sky. Each duy sticks out
with something bold ‘and nevg,
Most of man's efforts thus far
have met with victory-and
rewarding too,

Life has been good to me,
and huve thoroughly enjoyed
chatting with you in the few
moments 1 turned back "Old
Father Time,"”

Martin P. Allen,
f66 West Nickerson St
Scaltle 4B, Wash,

Young Rowdies

To ihe Hditor: There nre
times when effects musi be
dealt with. But the primary
purposes is to search oul the
enuse dnd at least vy lo cor-
reet il,

Whiit {8 the cause of this
growing juvenile delinguen-
ey? It ix nigh' 40 years #gRo
when lecturers were sent from
aur high state edueational
nentlquariers, at least with
thelr blessings, to reorient
the then burgeoning parent.
{encher 1ine of thinking.
There was to be no more dis-

bers, rop<esenting all areas of
the district, made a thorough
study of all facis and infor-
mation obteinable on  the
budget. 1t is their judgment
that it is renlistic and s
needed Il our $chools are to
continue a quality program
for the children of this system,

P, G. Humphreys,

Chalrman

Budget Commitiee

William A, Barker,
('Chalrman. Disirvict 349C
~School Board,

Medford

Reminiscences

To the Editor: T often won.
der, and think of changes that
normal progess has made in
the elty of Medford. and sur-
rounding area, during the past
B89 vears,

Indeed a long, long time to

ainst the budget tomorrow because hﬁ:ﬁ" away from the community

vhera 1 was born in the mid
| 805,

It the yeur of 1801, then the
eldest of four ehildren. 1 set
out with our parents, Thomas
J. and Harriet Allen, In o new
Studebaker ‘coversd wagon
and spike team headed for
Washington state.

Grandpa Allen's homestead,
located in the Derby area, is
one of the oulslanding recols
lections, The memory of the
old log house with a large
fireplace, a spinning machine,
A yvard filled with wild flow-
era, honey beas, and an occu-
slonal  rattlesnake. This to-
gether with the deer that
ronmad with the cattle, all a
wonderful panorama plelure

ciplining of young trouble-
| makers, [ left alone and
their willful wills left unop-
| posed, they would, the lectur-
ers opined, soon see the error
of their ways and all be good
[1ittle angels

| This rather startled many
| parents who had siipposed,
and had been taught by many
la trip to the woodshed, that
respect for Tow and order and
slghits of others was {irst in
| toaching  the fulure citizens
||l1'.!_lqt‘w_v must learn to obey
thae i authority, Alse, many
g pood teacher had to quit
their sehool work as they
conld not see how it could be
done without diseipline,

The offects today of this
starev-eved planning s, our
noew juvenile detention houses
and prisons are rammed and
jammed  with spoiled brats
graduated to high crime and
murder, Today, peacefully in-
clined people are loath to be
the only ones at camp and
pienie grounds Like members
of our family at a const pignie
place, When bunch of rowdy
Juves rammed their Jalopy

luckily, it falled to roll into
the family busy with their
pienic lunch, It wis all ﬂi_n
parents could doto kl:(‘}: their
own teenagers silent. Sceing
they could not stir up n fight,
the pigeling and drunk ap-
pearing rowdies backed out
and rattled away to hetter
chances for troublesmaking

Then croppea up another
cause, featured and encour-
aged by would-be funny car-

a

inte n roundish guard stone, |

&)

In th

e Day’s News

By FRANK JENKINS

O

"

@

,‘ At dawn the other morning,
in-
| gether in a 5;gall apartment
* | in the presideniiassnansion o
| Seoul, the capital of the Re-

' Korean fsmily came

public of Korea,

It was a formal oecasion
and the members of the fam.
ily had dressed for it care-
but simply., The hus |
band and father wore a white

fully,
dress shirt and gray trousers,

tired in a flowing traditional
Korean dress. The elder son,
@ Korean officer, wore his
army uniform. The younger

Editorial
Comment

SAME OLD STORY

It's the same old story—hut
it bears repeating. In fact, as
long as state laws governing
gchool finances remalin as they
are, it must be repeated each
Yesr.

The majority of Oregon
school districts are holding
elections Monday, and most
of them are asking, as they
have had to ask year afler
year, thalt their voters give
them ‘authority to levy taxes
Youtside the 6 per cent limi.
tation.!

Just what are taxes “outside
|the 6 per cent"? They are
properiy taxes that the dis-
tricts cannot levy without spe-
cific approval of the voters,
But, more Importantly, they
comprise the biggest share of
all local property taxes paid
to support the schools, With-
out authority to exceed the 6
per cent limitation, few, if
any, Oregon schogl districts
eould stay in business.-Eugens
Register Guard.

house that puts many a father
out on the fringe of the fam-
{ly circle. Especially as ch{ﬁ'—
dren older grow and with
ideas of their own that Mom
all too often sides in with,
leaving Pop a lone minority,
fit only to be a provider for
family sustenance and shelter,
and a sort of mute totemic fig!
urehead at Sunday family
church services.

F. J. Clifford,

Route 2, Box 200F
Central Point, Ore.

Basket Day

To the Editor: Let's take
time out from all the serious
discussion of the problems
around us to reflect upon the
thought that every evil has
Its opposite good, that every
dark has [ts contrasting lUght;
and who knows this better
than the mother with a grow-
Ing famlly to prove it to her
in little ways every day?

As, for Inslance, on May
Day —

O Joy of Joys

It's basketl day,

A dreary first of May!
I've clothes to wash
And clothes to iron
And more to put away.

Basketful
and basketful
of weariness, I say!
O Joy of joys
It's basket day,
A weary first of Mayl
®
A baskétful of garbage
And nanother stuffed with

trash,

A basket heaped with emp-
ty jars,

Another bulged with ash.

Basketful

and basketiul

of stuff and junk, I say!
O joy of Jovs

It's basket day,

A Junky first of May!

What's this? A basketful of

flowers—

For your mommy, did you
say?

One from Pele, one from
Dan,

A third from Mary Kay?

Another one from Tootie
And, Larry, one from you?
And still that lsn't all of
them
For Barbara brings one,
J\:)tbo.‘

There are basketsful

and basketsful

of love for me, I sayl

O joy of joys

It's basket day,

A LOVELY first of May!
Marjorle M. Hochstalter,

824 Jasper st
Medford
PS5 —With my apologles {o
| REAL poets!!
| eSS,
Asks Responsibility
To the Editor: T wish to
take issue with the title of
your recent editorial “Attack
on the Schools" Perhaps It
could have been titled “At-

even “Critlelsm of the School
Budget.” It is Impartant to
distinguish between “attacks
on schools" and questions and
criticisms regarding financial

The wife snd mother was at-

tack on the School Budget" or |

son was attired in & gray
incket and hrown trousers

mally on a small eguch,

T WAS a rendezvous.
It was a rendezvous witk
death.

At the appointed hour, the
elder son srose and sipod be-
fore his father, his mother and
his brother, He stood at al-
tention, eyes front and center,

Then . . . his right hand
dropped to the buty of the pls-

shot his father, Then he shot
his mother. Then he shof his
brother, He was careful in his
| aim, using only one bullet for
| each.

Then he shot himself,

To meke sure, so that he
might not be left alive, dis-
honored and alone, he shot
{himself first in the abdomen
(and then squarely between
the eyes,

{THE family?

It was the family of Lee
K| Poong, who as vice-presi-
dent-elect assumed personal
responsibllity for the situation
that led to the revolt that
overthrew the government of
Syngman Rhee,

EIRD?
Beyond human under-
slanding?

Remember thatl it happened
in ASIA,

we should

perhaps turn to Kipling's
lines in his Ballad of East and
West:

“'Oh, East iz East, and West
is West, and never the twain
shall meet,

“Till Earth and Sky stand
presenily at God's great Judg-
ment Seat.”

OR comment,

HE moral for us?
1 think it's this:
Let's treat Asia with kindll-
ness and tolerance and friend-
llness. But let's not try to

They seited themselves for-

tol in the holster at his l)r.‘ll.|
He drew the pistol. First he|

POTLUC

- (By M-T Staff and Contributors)

International

| Appraisers” is going to !
in Salem soon. About 1,000
members from three states are
expecied,

For the information of UPI,
we'd like to report that the
Sociely of Presidential Ap-
praisers is not limited to three
states. It has members in 50
states, it includes everyone
over 21 years of age, and it I
particularly active every
fourth year, particularly just
before November,

Now If the UPI means "'Res-
idential Appraisers,” that's
something else. . .

- - -
“My boy friend Is a cad,”
a preily young thing was
overheard to admit, "'But,"
she added after a thought.
ful pause, “so Is his con-
verlible.”
- - -

“Wauld you like a real pot
for pfiluck?” we were asked
the other day.

We mumbled something
non-committal, net knowing
just what was meant.

We were informed that a
local business establishment
(name on file) uses a pot, the
kind our forefathers kept un-
der the bed, in place of a con-
vintinnal cash register, )

L . -

Our courthouss reporter,
a sharp-eyed type, the other
day spotted the mutomobile
of a local funeral direclor
parked in a courthouse
parking space which had a
sign saying it was reserved
for a county assessor’s office
car. "Hmmm,” cur man
muttered, “death and faxes
have finally gotten to-
gether.” ]

- . -

When gll else fails, the
Hoowver Hi-Lite comes through,

RUN ASIA'S AFFAIRS. As
Kipling suggested nearly a|
century ago, we don’t know |
nnd can't know enough abSat
Asla and Aslans to make nl
success of it. |

meekly submit.

We must also keep in mind
that if the proposed budget is
defeated it will not be he-
cause the people of Medford
are against the schools, It will
be because they disapprove of
certain items in the budpet—
perhaps the proposed admin-
Istrative salary schedules or
monies spent for things they
feel are unnecessary. They
will be expressing a desire for
a new budget to be prepared
that is more in keeping with
the wishes of the community,
Of course, thls is time con-
suming and will require addl-
tional expenditures to pre-
pare, but such are the ways
of democracy.

Each individual must de-
clde for himself whether to
vole for or against the pro-
posed budget. I sincerely hope
each vote will he carefully
considered and will express
a responsible attitude toward
our school system. However,
the voters of any school dis-
trict should not feel forced to
pass a budgel out o fear of
the consequences if they volte
it down. 1f this situation ex-
ists, then our community Is
not recelving the type of crea-
tive leadership necessary to
provide the best education for
our children,

Hazel B, Kagy

Roule 2, Box 443
Medford

Love Lacking?

To the BEditor; Whal next?
Rebelllon in Cuba, rebellion
in Argenting, riots in Korea,

|as well as those of the Hi-Lite

We record for our readers,

who may have missed it, the
observations of David Stoek-

We sep by the 1nited Press| eoncerning
) newswire that|follows:
“the Society of Presidential

“*Polliwogs,” as
“I went down to the creck
and I saw some Polliwogs. 1
I had a jar and can and caught
Ithem, I brought them to
| school, Pretty soon they will
turn into frogs. Then I'll put
them in my garden so they
will eat the bugs"
L] L] -

From the Haven Herald:
“Long ago the pioneemns
blazad the frails, Today-,
their descendanis are burn.
ing up the roads,”

Ross Youngblood tells the
story of the college class re-
union of about 25 years after
graduation. As the evening
wore on, liquid in form, people
began to miss “Old Stupld,"
the class nitwit, who every.
one had helped coach through
graduation.

Some time laler a Cadillac
rolled up, a chauffeur jumped
out and opened the door, and
“Old Stupid” emerged, and
was warmly welecomed,

He was asked, in due
course, how he happened to
have a Cadillac. He replled;

“Well, I'm really worth a
lot of money now, You see,
buy for §1 and sell for §2, And
you know, that 1 per d&¥at
really mounts up.”

There are ceriain poinis
of similarity between our
farm editor and Bob Dun-
can, spoaker of the house of
ropresentatives, Both have
short-cropped, slightly gray-
ingyhair, Both favor tweedy
soris of clothes, Both puif
on plpes occasionally, But,
since the FE is a staunch
Republican, and Duncan is
8 Democrat, we still aren’t
quite sure about the FEs
reaction when, during Sen-
ator Kennedy’s recent visit,
a woman came up to him,
gushed a bit about the Sen-
ator, and assured the Farm
Editor, “And I'm going fo
vote for you, too, Mr. Dun-

ton, of 1C in Hoover school,

can.”

By WILLIAM

Washington Report

5. WHITE

" BY MARQUIS CHILDS
(Guest Columnist)

Washington — Hearings are
{0 be held shortly on a modest
proposal that might contribute
in this Presidential year lo
two highly desirable ends,
One is to foster serious de-
bate between the Presidential
candidates on the grave issues
af the day and the other is
to reduce the high cost of
politics.

The proposal is to require
the televizsion and radio net-
works to give an hour and a
half or two hours n week of
prime time to a debate be-
tween the candidates during
the last eight weeks of the
campaign, The free time
would be limited to the Presl-
dentizl nominees of the major
parties, The hill specifics that
to be eligible the nominee
must be the cholce of & party
that at the last election ree
ceived more than 4 per cent
of the vole pcast,

As initlated by Senetor A,
S, (Mike) Monroney, taking
up an idea advanced by Adlal
Stevenson, this is a modest
proposal indeed. It has no
overtones of government own-
ership or operation of the TV
and radio networks which no
one wants, since the dangers
of political domination and
government censorship are too
greal. But it would require
that a small fraction of the

riots In Turkey, the Air Force
bombs the Churclies, The Na-|
tional Counell calls the Alr
Force manual n llar, etc., efc.
What next?

It reminds me of the little
boy sitting on the curb &t the
street corner sobbing as only
a dirty faced little boy can
sob. A policeman stopped by
and said, "What's the maiter
sonny, why all the tears?"
The boy sald. “Dad came
home drunk, Ma chased him
out of the house with a broom,
my sister ran away with my
bike, Old Spot chased Tabby
up a tree and 1 got nobody
to play with. Don't nobody
love nobody no more?"

And now, to cap the climax,
the M-T and KMED draw
swords and square off. My,
my, don't nobody love nobody
no more?

Wonderingly,
L. G. Wenver, !
301 Haven st,
Medford

Editor's note: We love

everybody, bul some less than
others,

Acklin en Medicine

To the Editor: In der first
vorld var, everyvun had 80
bugs, und der Army Doclors
shot us at least wvunce for
every bug.

Today, der Army Doctors

expenditures. If citizens of a
community do not question or
criticlze issues to be voted on,
then we are gullty of creating
an authoritative system to

toonists, the husband dog-

<

which we must quietly and

time given over to entertain-
ment to the great profit of the
networks be devoted to a
publie service
- L4

ONRONEY'’S original idea

was for an hour and a
half a week to be carried on
all networks. The {wo candi-
dates would each have half
an hour for an [nitial presen.
tation on a given issue and
then an additional 15 minutes
for rebuital. The current bill,
which s sponsored by a dozen
senalors; including one Repub-.
lican, calls for two hours of
time each week. But in the
hearings before Senator John
0. Pastore’s subcommittee of
the Interstate and Forelgn
Commerce commitlce It is
likely to be modified.

In the 1858 campalgn the
Republicans spent $4.036.935
on radio and TV and the Dem-
ocraty S$2,071,143. The total
of $§7.008.078 comes largely
from favorseckers who never
| fail to try to get a refurn on
their investment after the
eleclion s over,

This _is one reason the
Amers political system is
s0 costly. It's not the origina)l
cost but the upkeep - the
constant pressure for govern.
mental largesse in one form
or another, with the consumer
ultimately paying the bill for
the favors handed out as a

fire yust vun snol, und kil
der whole vorks,
Ve sure vasted der ammu-

nition.
J Everelt Acklin,
Ashland, Ore.

quid pro quo for campalgn
coniributions

L

VIVID recollection of this
reporter’s campaign

talk with the governor of one
of the poorest states In the
Union. He was about to run
for re-election in the primary
or a two-year term, The of-
fice at the time,paid a salary
of $7,500 a year.

How much would his cam-
palgn cost? Abput a half-mil-
lion dollars, he allowed, And
who would pay the bill? The
highway contraclors and the
liguor people. His opponent
would be financed by the big
utility company that domi-
nated the state and he would
spend rather more than a
a hali-million, the governor
gusged. So here was al least
$1,000,000 whicksjhe consum:
ers of the improverished state
would unknowingly be paying
out several times over as the
contributors pyramided the
cost of thelr investment in
passing It on to the publie.

Theg) clean elections bill
adopizd by the Senate early
in gession through the (@)
efforts of Sen. Thomas C.
Hennings Jr, of Missouri s
still held up in the House.
There s strong opposition
from the Southerners because
it covers primaries as well as
other elections and it will al-
mast certainly be stopped.
With prime TV time costing
from §70,000 to $80.000 a
half hour the proposal for a
natlonal debale on the net
works would help to cul down
the high cost of politics.

ey

NUMBER OF measures

have been put in to give
free time ta representatives
and  senators in campaign
yenrs. Obviously the airways
would be hopelessly cluttered
if this were carried verv far.
But surely, as Monroney
argues, the candidales of the
two major parties could de-
bate on free time once a week
without endangering the free
enterprise  sysiem  as  prac
tised by private radlo and
television, The alrways are
held, after all, only by a{jn-
chise granted by the govern-
ment of the United States.

Frank Stanton of CBS has
declared his opposition to the
proposal, He argues thal the
networks would provide
ample time for debate if the
law requiring equal time for
candidates was changed to
cover only Republican and
Democratie candidates, The
networks have been plagued
with the demands of splinter
parties,

But in the coming election
when voters will be making
cholce a= grave ax any in the
past hundred years the oppor-
tunity for a national debate
should not depend on the
generosity of network execu-
tives who are under conflict-
Ing pressures. This (s one way
to answer thoss who say our
politienl life has been de-
based by Madlsan Avenue,

“nvnhmmmmt

(Copyright, 1960, by United
sature Syndicate. Ine) |
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