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Small Worlds
Around Us

By Lynn M. Watkins

Sexton Beetles Keep
Busy Burying the Dead

He and his hard-shelled lit-
tle wife, working as a team,
take their work serlously. Be-
cause of him, his wife and
others of their kind, birds and
small animals which are kill-
ed or die are completely
buried and In a surprisingly
short space of time; remark-
ably short when we realize
the little animals doing the
burying are small beetles -
aptly called “sexton beetles."”

The burying takes place
right where the little animal
died. When the pair of beetles
starts working, the body of
the dead drops from sight in
just a few hours. The sexton
beetle is aboul an inch long;
usunlly the bod. color is hlack
with dull orange or red mark-
ings.

The antenna on the head
are developed into tiny knobs,

Some beelles are outstand.
ing examples of endurance,
persistence, and resourceful-
ness. It has been found that
there are beetles capable of
lifting 500 times their own
body welght. The beetle, too,
Is so constructed as 10 be al-
most indestructible. Some can
fly at full speed into a cement
wall and not be injured in the
slightest.

Wings Protected

The heavy armour that en-
closes their bodies is mostly
impervious to polson sprays.
The beetles even have their
flying wings protected by a
hard shield. These shields are
raised up and held out of the
way when the beetle is in
flight,

Nearly all beetles spend
their time under the ground,
but among the many kinds of
beetles, there Is a wide dif-
ference in habit patterns and
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Rate Drop

The American Tron & Steel |
Institute reported mill oper-
ating rate dropped 5 peints to
|an average of 70 per cent of
capacity. An estimated 13,000
steelworkers have been laid
off in weslern Pennsylvania
alone and another 1,100 are
being furloughed at the end
of the week in the Youngs-
town area. |

However, earnings of the
major producers in the first
quarier are expected to be at
record or near record le\'e15,|
Jones & Laughlin, the only
major company to report so
far, said it had peak sales and
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The gtock market continued

ible. Some of the experts are
hoping for the vsual spring
rise following the tax dead-
line.
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of a dead animal from a con-
siderable distance.

Hurriedly approaching the
carcass, the burying bug runs
around it, apparently in aim-
less eireles, Soon, however, &
decision is reached. The pair
begins work, Bqueezing under
the dead body they begin re-
moving the earth, one grain
at a time,

Corpse Sinks

Stlcks, leaves and small
stones are carried out. As the
soll and other debris is re-
moved from under the corpse,
it sinks downward. Some-
times the two beetles become
so tired they cannot go on, in
which case they carry sand
and plle il on top of the bedy,
covering it completely, but
leaving a little mound that
marks the grave.

As soon as the body is
buried or covered, the female
beetle lays her eggs on the
carcass, thus assuring the
newly hatched larvae an ade-
quate supply of the proper
kind of beetle food.

No stranger world exists
than that which is common-
place among the family of
creatures called the "beetles,”
There are thousands of kinds.
Some are our most useful in-
sects; some, such ss the Jap-
anese beetle, are our worst
enemies,

others; just different. He is,
however, about the only mem-
ber of the beetle family who
is in the undertaking business.
Usually a male and a fe-
male sexton hQeetle work lo-
gether, and of course for only
one purpose: to make food
available for the newly hatch-
ed beetle Inrvae. If the beetle
pair has eny understanding
with one another or means of
conveving a thought, there
must be times when he tiredly
says to his hard-working litile
wife, "Honey, .there must be
an easier way."
(Released by The Register and
Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Talent Project Bids

To Be Opened May 26

Portland —Fl- The Bureau
of Reclamation sald Monday
bids would be open May 26 at
White City, near Medford, for
s fish sereen structure at
Hyatt Pralrie dam in con-
nection with the Talent irri-
gation project

WEATHER LAYOFFS

Chilton, Wis-TFl-The Wis-
consin Employment Service
reporled Monday thal 400 em-
ployees had been laid off at
two factories because spring
arrived late. The two factories
make lawnmowers.

March climbed by more than

Sweetland Speaks
On School Support

Lakeview -—IF0- State 5en.|
Sweetland (D - Milwaukle),
candidate for secretary of
state, sald Monday “the fale
of the nalion depends on the
publie’s support of our schools
and colleges."

He told the Lake counly
Chamber of Commerce the
educationnl system Has the
responsibility to supply wvast
numbers of new skilled and
trained graduates capable of
performing Increasingly com-
plex tasks required in Uils age
of automation.

Sweetland sald the most
serious defect in Oregon's
education system Is the way
It is tinanced. **Oregon’s school
financing has placed an un-
falr and lopsided burden
upon properly taxpayers,"
he said. *This can be correct-

ed if public school ﬂ!‘mm‘:ingI
is shifted, in part, from the
local property taxpayer to the
state income and corporation
excise taxpayer.”

The opossum {s prohably
the oldest living native mam-
mal in North America.

Enjoy your Golden Wedding
while you're young! cuoose tve

whiskey made golden mild and mellow for modern tastes

Golden mehﬁlng ...five great whiskies

wedded into one..

choice grain neutral spirits. You'll like it.
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"DRESSES"

In all sixe ranges « « . wonderful savings
on naw Spring styles . « «

"COATS"

Every seat in the sters goes en
sale for this big event . « .

“BOYS SUITS
and JACKETS"

Excellent savings in lots of fine bay's
elothes « . « mew

1/ 3 off
TOTS-TO-TEENS

105 East Main

P

“DRESSES”

Dozxens of beautiful new dresses reduced for this
big event . . . all size ranges included.

99 4 099

“SHOES”

Flats . . . schoel shoes in mid and high heel...
dress shoes in patents . . red . . navy.

“COATS”

Every coat in the store reduced to clear
« + + Not many left but what savingsl

" Bu LKI ESII

Four Big Days of Savings in both stores give you Out-
standing Values on new Spring and Summer Shoes and
Clothing . . . right out of regular stock so you will know
and recognize the values. ..

Ona group of wenl and eren

bulkies « . « now

130ff

Parker Woods'’

LEON

21 North Central
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Corduroy

Tennis Oxfords




