fﬁ-l_ﬂ‘l'h Apsil 18, 1940 A MAIL TRIBUNE, Medford, Or. 3

Small Worlds
Around Us

By Lynn M. Watkins

The Ground Dove
Is Easy Prey

The petite little bird known
as the ground dove actually
does spend ot least 80 per cent
of its life right on the ground,
The little thing is so eartl-
bound that it appesrs reluc-
tant to fly at all.

Living as It does, right on
the earth, s enemies are
many; all its life is speni in
the ‘“danger area," where
predators are constantly
prowling.

Nature compensated some-
what by making the ground
dove a somber colored little
bird, If it had the vividness
of some song birds that live in
tree tops, it would have been
exterminated a long time ago.
Its lack of eolor makes it leys
conspicuous and thereby ex-
tends its life,

Ordinarily these tiny doves
are very tame and trusting.
It is usually possible to ap-
proach to within a few f(est

of them! With a little human |

tolerance they will eat from
one's hand, This inherent
trust and lack of fear makes
them easy prey to maradding

house cats, and predatory ani- |

mals of all kinds
Plgeon Family

The ground dove is
smallest member
geon  family

the
of the pi-
found in the
United Siates or in North
America. They are common
throughout most of the south-
eastern states, including the|
Florida Keys: sbundant n|
southern Texas.

This tiny dove has very
short, flesh.colored legs and
feet; he walks with a dainty
step that is almost dignified,
Although gentle and trusting
in nature, he will fight des.
perately when aggravated and
has been known to attack
bluejays, blackbirds and|
mocking birds thal are twice
his size. Especially is this true
when the other birds come
down from their higher levels
to the ground where the tiny
doves have loeated food,

Frequently the ground
tight among themselves but
seldom seem to hurt one an-
other, Before a serious situa-
tion develops, one or the olhe
er will wisely and non-
ehalantly walk away as if
nothing had happened. The
dignified manner in which
the vanquished walks away |
would extend but a small
measure of salisfaction ta the
winner. The loger always acts
as though he were the win-
ner,

Flimay Nest

This little dove constructs
a flimsy nest of twigs and
grass stems in a low bush or

|gmund - walking

|on a stump and never lays
|over two eggs; but it will re-

peal the process several times
each year. In some sections of
Its range it is called the
“turtle dove.” Although its
gentle call does not sound as
snd as that of the mourning
dove it is, nevertheless, a very
plaintive volce, low - pilched
and as dainty as the bird it-
self - a soft, cooing call that
Is repeated with a genile per-
sistence.

Perhaps because of its call,
many superstitions have been
bullt up around this little
dove, In
muny parts of the south an
old belief has perslsted for
generations that to kill a
ground dove was to Invite bad
luck. Perhaps this old myth
has helped save the ground
dove from destruction. These
tiny seed-enting doves, barely
Iarger but a little plumper
than an English sparraw,
must ol necessity depend on
mun's lolerance In order (o
continue to survive in a world
too plentifully supplied with
enemies.

(Released by The Register
end Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Executive tharged
With Embezzlement

Partland WP~ A Portland
real estate executive was ar-
rested Fridsy shortly alter the
grand jury returned five se-
cret indietments charging em-
bezzlement of & half milllon
dollars.

Lloyd F. Moore was arrest-
ed by Multnomah county de-
tectives at his home. Bail was
sel at 8100,000, according to
Keith Burns, deputy district
attorney.

State Representative
Dies in Portland

Portland ~{PD~ Poriland at-
torney Joseph E. Harvey, a
member of the Oregon house
of representatives for six ses-
slons, died Friday from a
heart ailment. He was 74.

Harvey waos en route to his
office when stricken. He was
pronounced dead on arrival at
Portland Sanitarium,

Harvey was [irst elecled to
the legisiature in 1942 and
served until 1952,

Rockdale, Towa — [P0 — An
Illinois Central freight train
caved in & bridge nenr here
Saturday, dumping 12 of 15
cars into Catfish ereek. No one
was Injured.
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PRE-VUE TONIGHT!

Come in from 5:30 to 9 and Shop for Won-
derful Ward Week Bargains — Many More
Unadvertised Sale-Priced Items.
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y ons - Boxes of DASH
' Yes, with purchases of $10 or more Tonight and Tuesday, you can

to the FIRST 100 Women Entering the Store

get 5 Regular-Size Boxes of DASH at no extra charge. One offer

9:30 TUESDAY MORNING! per customer and as long as supply of Dash lasts,

!
| Pair FREE of Famous Label Nylons, First Quality — 15.Denier, 60 Gauge Dress Sheers. Shop early tomorrow! |
Full Fashioned to fit smoothly. New Spring shades, _ ‘
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