Mystery of British Frogman
Remains International Puzzle

London MM - Four voars
ngo Tuesduy two men check-
ed out of o seedy waterfront
hotel in Portsmouth, England.
One hns never been identl-
fied, The other touched off
ong of the greatest interna-
tional mysteries of the post-
war era,

There are some who insist
Yel loday that the mystery is
sll unsolved. They ure cer-
taln Cmdr, Lionel “Buster”
Crabb, the greatest frogman
hero of World War 11, s alive,

~ “Therp i3 no doubt about
i says Neville Armstrong
of the publishing firm of Ney-
ille Spearman Lid, “Crabb is
allve and working in Rus-
sia."

Armslrong's firm has pub-
lished a book documenting
that elalm, “Frogman Exiro-
ordinary” by Bernard Hut-
ton Is said to be buased on
a secret Russinn dossier,
smuggled across the Iron Cur-
tain, whieh “concerns Crabb's
dive to examine a Russian
cruiser, his capture by the
Russlans and whal happened
te him after that,"

Balieved in Grave

But there are others who
claim' that the mystery of
Buster Crabb has been solv-
ed-so far as Crabb himself
is concerped. They believe his
headless, handless corpse lies
in an unmarked grave at

Portsmouth, where he died
on a still-secret mission,
Whatever the ending, the

known elements of the Crabb
case  are  stll  myslerlous
enough to outdo the Intrieate
plot of an imaginative fiction
writer,

Asz in all mysteries, the tim-
ing of events is of prime im-
poriance. Here is the time-
table of what is known about
the disappearance of Lionel
Crabb:

=April 17, 1956: Crabb, n
famous and much - decorated
frogman, checked into the in-
expensive Sallyporlt hotel on
Portsmouth's waterfront with
a man called "Mr, Smith."

~April 18: Three Soviet
ships steamed into Portsmouth
Harbor carrying then Soviet
Premler Nikolal Bulganin and
Communist party chief Nikita
Khrushchev to their “B and
K" visit to Britain.

=April 19: Russian sailors
got a twominute look at a
mysterious frogman on the
surface of the water between
two of the Soviet ships.
Luggage Vanished

That afternocon "Mr. Smith"
returned to the Sallyport
Hotel and checked out for
hoth himself and Crabb.
Crabb’s luggage vanished,
Some time later, eriminal in-
vestigation department detec-
tives ripped out of the hotel
registration the page listing
their stay.

~April 29: The admirality
afficlally annpunced that
Crabb was missing and pre-
sumed dead, Il said he had
disappesred while testing un-
derwaler apparatus some
three miles from the Soviet
ships.

~May 4: Russia sent a form-

protvsl. to Britain about the
zrogmnn who appeared near
the VIP ships.

-May 0: Then Prime Minis-
ter Sir Anthony Eden, in a
formal apologetic nuln told
Russia the frogman '‘was in
all probabllity Cmdr. Crabb.
His presence In the viclnity of
the destroyers occurred withe
qui any permission whatso-
ever."

Parllament thundered with
questions. Lale that afternoon
Eden Tose to say: "It would
not be in the public interest
to disclose the clrcumstances
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in which Cmdr, Crabl is pre-
sumed to have met his death
. what was done was done
without the authority or
knowledge of her majesty's
ministers. Appropriate dlaclp—
linary steps are being taken."

~Speculation filled the|"

press of two continents for
weeks thereafter,

sheer coincidence,” he said,
~Early February, 1960:
Armstrong made disclosures
about the new book on Crabb.
~Feb. 17, 1960: Foreign See-
retary St-lw}'n Lloyd, under
pressure in Parliament, said
'l have na reason to think
there is mny truth in the sug-

Repeated | gestion that the coroner (who

questions in Parllament got |ruled that the headless body

nowhere,

~Early In June, 1057, 14
months later: A headless,
handless body In a black frog-
man's suit washed up at Chi-
chester, near Portsmouth,
Can't Resist Conclusion

=June 268, 1967: Coroner
George Brlttgmun ruled that
the body was Crablb's. “Minor”
details of the body “added up
to a conclusion which cannot
be resisted and was bevond

was Criabb's) was wrong." He
sald no new information
about Crabb had been

| eeived.

Those are the known facls.
They leave a lot of questions
unanswered including this
ong:

Is the bady buried In Porls-
maouth one planted by Russlan
submarines — to cover up cap-
ture and removal of Crabb lo
Russia?

Quotes From the News

By UNITED PREBS INTERNATIONAL
Hollywood - Mrs, Florence Adland, mother of Beverly

Andland, repeating a

conversation

with Beverly about

charges she faces of contributing to the delinquency of a

minor:

“Beyerly told me, ‘Mama, I know we were framed.”

Memphis, Tenn.-A friend of rock 'n’ roll singer Elvis Pres-
ley, describing Elvis' adjustment to civilian life;

“"He takes situations more
the same old Elvis. He's back
night, and sleeps all day.”

serious. Other than that, it's
to the old ways. stays up pll

Paris-Eric Peugeot, 4, contradicting police suspicions that
one of his kidnapers was a woman:

"I never saw n woman. There were only two men with
me all the time. They were very nice.”

London-Church of England Canon John Collins, a leader

of the four-day "'ban the bomb"”

mirch from the nuclear re-

search station at Aldermaston to London, commenting on the
thousands of marchers who took part:

“They've got fo listen to us now. They jun can’l write us
off as & bunch of cranks anymore.'

Installment Credit
Pushers Fed Up With

Inflation Blame

New York (Pl — Business
men who sell goods on install-
ment credit are getting fed
up with being called “'econom-
ic dope pushers' who cause
inflation.

Because Insialiment buying
of automobiles, appliances,
furnishings and other mer-
chandise has soared, there's a
campaign in congress to pass
more laws regulating install-
ment loans. Most of the bills,
like that of Sen. Paul Doug-
las (D-111.), alm particularly at
making loan companies and
merchants spell out in ad-
vance gll the details of the
cost of installment loans.

Lols of merchants favor
this, The National Assoclation
of Manufacturers, the Ameri-
can Industrinl Bankers Asso-
ciation and the American
Bankers Assoclation are
agalnst it, They say il would
put a big burden on business
and fear it would pul the
federnl government in a posis
tion {o bring about sudden
halts and restraints in install-
ment credit that would injure
the national economy. And
they offer figures to show in-
stallment credit is not infla-
tionary,

Loans Increase

Installment loans lo con-
sumers jumped $408 million
in February-the latest month
for which figures are avall-
able.

There's no question that
some people can npg more re-
sist drowning themselves in
a sea of easy installment cred-

Group Changes
Site for Meeting

Snlem-UPI-The Legislative
Interim Committee on Edu-
cation announced Saturday it
will hold its April 20-30 meet-
ing in Portland instead of
Salem as first announced.

The committee’'s prelimin-
ary agenda Includes sugges-
tlons for changing the state
system of transportation ald,
the future of the community
college program in Oregon,
discussion of alternate meth-
ods of distribution of state
ald, and a review of the State
Tax Commlission reporl on
1050.60 property tax levies for
gchool purposes,

Safe Yields $5,000
To Portland Yeggs

Portland - IFH — The safe of
the Portland Poéstal Em-
ployecs Credit Union was rob-
bed of about $5.000 during the
week end, police reporied.

Officers said the burglary
occurred some time befween
Friday night and the close of
office hourg and 8 p.m. Sun-

Y.
Authorities sajd $4.925, and
possibly more, was tiken,

FOREST AREA
Santa Fe national forest In
New Mexico has 1,233,000

acres.

it than an addict can resist
heroin. And some installment
sellers press loans on hapless
vietims with the remorseful-
ness of a narcotics pusher and
“pack” the financing charg-
es with the same ruthless gu-
dacity., Sometimes even sup-
posedly reputable dealers and
finance houses argn't above
padding-even doubling- in-
surance premiums and other
items in the whole finance
charge and pocketing the ex-
tra profit.

The public's ignorance of
how  installment {financing
works still is appalling; even
well-informed people forget
that m basic 6 per cent inler-
est rate on a monthly install-
ment account is a true inter-
esl rate of nearly 12 per cent
a year and that other fees
miy run  the tptal finance
charge as high as 28 per cent
a year on the sales price-
although that's way nbove av-
erage,

“But the argument that In-
stallment credit Is inflgtion-
ary doesn't held water,” in-
sists President B, F. Wonder-
lic of General Finance Corp.
ol Chicago. Wonderlie told a
recent consumer credit con-
ference at Washinglton Uni-
versity in St Louis the truth
is that the margin between
the amount of money people
have in savings and the in-
crease in consumer credit ae-
tually has widened in the past
five years by around §10
billion,

Savings Estimaled

We had n $5.4 billion jump
in consumer credit in 1855,
Wonderlle said, but in that
year the securities and ex-
change commission estimated
Americans' net finandial sev-
ings at only 7.1 billion, so
the jump In consumer debt
amounted to a potential
charge against 768 per cent
of the people's sevings.

Last year we had another
$5.4 billion rise In consumer
debt-but this time, the SEC
estimated net savings at $16.5
billlon-2o0 the rise in consum-
er debl only represented a po-
tential charge of 33 per cent
aganinst sayvings.

Wonderlie also pointed out
that while autp - installment
lonns were easier to get in
1858 and 1850 than ever be-
fore, auto sales were nowhere
near record levels either year,
Indeed, 1058 was almost the
auto industry's worst year in
a decade, even though down
payments were as low sy 10
per cent and financing averag-
ed 38 months,

re- |

POST-WAR MYSTERY-Four
years ago Tuesday one of the
greatest inter - natlonnl mys-
teries of the post-war era be-

gon. The central figure was
Cmdr. Lionel *'Buster” Crabb,
Britnin's greptest  frogman
hero of World War 11 Some
believe Crabb was killed, in
some {ashlon or other, while
diving to examine n Russian
crulser at Portsmouth, Eng-
land. Others helieve that he
is still allve, Crabb is shown
Iin diving gear shorily before
his dive near the Russion ship
and his ullimate disappear-
ance. —(UPI Telephoto)

Silverton Boy, 3,
Dies in Home Fire

Silverton - ATl — A small
Silverton boy died al his fam-
lly home here Sunday us fire
destroyed the structure,

James Stram, son of Mr,
angd  Mrs. Willinm Strom,
would have been three years
old Wednesday.

The bpy and five young
brothers and  sislers were
playing In the house seven
mlles northeast of Sllverton
when f{lames raced through
the structure.

The five who escaped had
gone into the yvard just before
the fire. Mrs, Strom was
alone with the children when
the blaze occurred. She tried
to find the boy but was
forced back by flames The
body was found under a bed.

Flremen did not know the
ecause of the blnze Immediale-
1y,

Youth Dies as Car
Hits Gasoline Pump

Vancouver, Wash. = P —
An Orchards, Wagh., youth,
Gerry Arionus, 14, died in St,
Joseph hospital Sunday short-
v before noon of burng suf-
fered when his car crashed
Inth n gosoline pump at Sif-
ton slore and garage, east of
Orchards,

The car struck the pump
and set fire to the bullding,
nceording to the Clark eoun-
ty sheriff's office,

When police arrived, Ario-
nus was rolling on the ground
trying to extinguish his flam-
Ing clothes, and the building
was ablaze,

The Sifton building, oper-
ated by Mr, and Mrs, Basil E,
Sayles, was destroyed along
with thelr automobile parked
ingide.

Fall From Cliff
Kills Salem Boy

Pacific City - P - A 15-
year-old Salem bay died In a
130-foot fall over a cliff at
Cape Kiwanis Saturday.

The vietim, Jack Dewey,
was with o group of 30 De
Molays and their dates on an

outlng
Another Salem boy, Charles
Akers, 17, climbed down

another area of the Cape but
young Dewey's body was car-
rled &way by the tide as he
reached it. Akers, who suf-
fored cuts and brulses, was
trapped at the bottom of the
cliff and had to be rescued,

The viclim was playing near
the cliff top when shale rock
gave way.

FOILED

Hartford, Conn. (UPI)-Her
“hurglar nlarm' worked fine,
but Mrs. Dorothy Langley w
robbed anyway. She attach
a bell to her pocketbook and
heard 1t tinkling while she
was ot the theater, put the
thief escaped.
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Has your dollar been gatting
smaller? Can we hope to avoid
sky-rocketing prices in the future?
Wecan! This js the studied apinion
of 64 leading representatives of
education, government, labor und
business, who conferred recently
at the American Assembly. They
agreed that America should strive
for three goals: dynumic growth
« +« low upemployment . , , reason-
ably stable prices, But it won't be
easy ! Needed is the whole-hearted
cooperation of all Americins in
working to achieve a sreadily ris-
Irg productivity,

Find out what mush be dane -
and the role you can play.
Wiilg for tres beokiet, “Price,
Growth and You", 10 Ameri-

can Assembly, Columbia Unl-
wathity, New York 21, 0. Y.

Publisvhed as 8 publie service
in l.ou-po afion with The Advartising
and The Newspaper
M.ﬂlllﬂ. Executives Assoclation.

Your
blood is
precious..

e\é\“*\

IS

—whether you need it in the form of 3
transfusion . . . or whether you are a donor

Your RED CROSS

distributes hlocd to everyone . . . AT NO CHARGE

Won'’t you help us to keep ample
supplies of blood on hand?

The Bloodmobile

will be at the—

RED CROSS BUILDING

60 Hawthorne St.

WEDNESDAY

April 20 - 1;00 Till 6:00

’.M.

Phone SP 3-3813

Make it a
udmn I'I”]

Shady Cove Tuesday, April 19

V.EW. HALL — From 2:00 to 7:00 P.M.

Medford Mail Tribune




