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John McKee Family
Settles on Creek;
Move From Midwest

By MAUDE ZIEGLER
Mail Tribune Correspondent
| It is only a mediocre spol
along the highway. The rains
| {all an the gentle slope, spring
flowers bloom, and the sea-
| sONS PAsE,
A couple of markers com-
memorate the site of old Log
| Town, one of many mining
| villages that sprang up a cen-
fury ago and are now extinel.
A cemetery s there,
| Bul this is where the famn-
lly did the washing in a big |
kettle down by the creek.
They heated the water there
in & big barrel, and when
there was bedding to be done
| the children got In the barrel

|trall from Crescent City to
Jucksonville, In the Sixties
many of the miners left to go
to new sirikes in Idaho, and
many Chinese moved in,
bringing the population at orne
time 1o 250 whites and 400
Chinese

Besides many homes, there
were 1wo blacksmith shops, a
livery stable, a stere owned
by the Law's, two meal mar-
kets, one of which belonged
tn the [sh brothers, a hotel,
school  houge, and chureh,
three saloons, and two Chi-
nese slores, according to I
formation given by descend-
ants of these families,

The Chinese lived in huls

barefooted and jumped wup . Fi N
: Foarest creek, and when one corder to bury gold, She |
and ! e . ¥ gold, e :
| A‘HO:"H ihers wore no | led arrived In such great tolls of baking biscuits in a | WaY point between the mine
kN were were N0 pgphers many of the miners t4-inch Dutch oven set in a |20d Jacksonville and served |
as a stage station. Rellef|

|Ii1.-hl_- but the candles, and
| Ykicking up the fire' would
| always make It real bright In
the room.

returned from Idahe and ook
the mines back, burning the
Thinese stores, and in one

[R—
i

Oregon in

PIONEER FAMILY—This is a reprodue-
tion of an early picture of John and Maryum
McKee, pioneer family of Log Town, Many
of the couple's descendants live in soulhern
Oregon, The McKee's arrived in southern

before homeste

1852 from Missouri duripg an
Indian uprising here. They took refuge in
a military fort at Gasburg, now Phoenix,

They later moved to Log Town.

| Kee,
River Indian war in the bat-'a great grandson of another

ading hear Roxy Anne Butle,

the custom to dig a hole in |

bed of oak coals. The lid was |
put on, and eoals heaped on |
tap. Cookies were baked In

this way, too.

kers Commemorate Site of OldLog Town

fought in the Rogus|known resident of the area, ls
tle of Table Rock, and served lof John's brothers, Joe Me-
as a guard until the treuty|h‘ee. Fortunatus Hubbard, one
was signed In 1853. time co-owner with his broth-

All of the John McKee fam- |er of the pioneer Medford
fly except the eldest son, hardware store of Hubbard
Adelbert, was born at Log|Bros., married Tressie, one of
Town, and the family tl?n”}'?- John McKee's daughters. The
ued to live there untll e |\ honough family Is another

children were almost grown,
when the faraily moved to |of the pioneer families of Log
Town.

Butte creek.

Children of Couple
ORNAMENTAL

Amos, one of the sons, was
married to Charlotte Pence.
Ernest and Floyd McKee of
Medford and Mrs. John Byrne
and Mrs. Rolland Smith of
Applegate are children of
this couple, |

Adelbert McKee, John Mec-
Kee's eldest son, took up a
ranch about two miles above |
the present Star Ranger sia- |
tion, The McKee bridge and |
campground ls al the lower
end of thal ranch, and were
named for him,

During the time that the
Blue Ledge mine was in oper-
ation his ranch was the half

horses were kept here and
lodging and board provided
for travelers. Some of Adel-

Custom made railings and ecol-

Cooking Over Fireplace e i e ¥ bert's children still live In
There was no stove, just (he | Large Log Home She remembers they would y i Umas 564 Yary treionable prise:
as : 3 ! Jacksonville, including Mrs. f Idreth
fireplace. That is where all I'he home that John McKee use oxen to go visiting, as|yerna Culy, Mrs. Luella Dun- Phone Keith Childreth for FREE
the cooking was done in hlu;“"_’“ for his family was a well as for hauling logs and nington Mrs, Riley Norris, || Estimate without obligation —
kettles hung on brass bars, or | large one of logs with a porch Othier Works Mrs. Albert Hackert and 5P 3-3588
in a Duteh oven. They made | across the front, where they Log Town was not without | [ aqnard McKee h H Dri
their own cornmeal and flour |liked to sit when they had its tragedies. There was a|  G)enn Smith, another well- 2231 Orchard Home Drive
s and the bread baked in that | Ume. One of the blacksmith murder and burning of a :
. tireplace was the best. Folks | shops belonged to him, and it home there, and details were
1 |'|l(fn'l know what white bread | was he who invented the printed in the Oregon Senti-
£ - . was. vsirap-eyed”  pick used by nel, Jacksonville newspaper
- k , | Sometimes they went out in | miners. Oue ol these is on dis- in 1861, according to Paul
. . : % | the grain field and «tayed all | pliy al the Jacksonville mu- 2 Pearce, whose father, J.D. 8.
: . day, because Indians mighl | seum. ‘,‘ﬁ 2 g | (Doc) Pearce, came to Log 2l|—oo
* AT SPINNING WHEEL—Mrs. Jennie Young, 00B West 10th [come 1o the house. Twa| Johh could make five dal-| o g W =0 - i Town In the winter of 1857 |
.: st,, Medlord, i shown at the spinning wheel. She is among | squaws were digging cameras | lars before breakfast most 'iz‘wf'—' o “ - .'%.-‘.' -‘%ﬁ"‘ﬁ -j"'"‘ ' via Crescent Cily and San
¢ the few southern Oregon residenia who remember living infone time, and came in the |any day sharpening picks for o TR P :ﬂ":.i-u 1-":”‘} Wb T Francisco. Paul Pearce re
. L-.n.l-! Tnu;a when il was a gold mining community. Mrs. Young | house. The mqtht-r could see | the miners. Their meat was | YELLOW ROSE—This is the marker which has been niaced'memh"’ hearing his father
will be in May. 1 them :1:1 the mirror, and how |venison. pork, besr or mul- |al Log Town cemetery marking the rose which was planted relate the story.
: one held an axe to show that | ton, They made their own |by Mrs John McKee Iin 1853 soon after they moved to the E“bh" Seeks Gold
- ° ™ L] she could strike with L. Bul |candles from mutton tallow, |ares. The mirker was erected by the Jacksonville Garden A robber came to the home v
: ea lne or I ln they only wanted bread and | wicks and a mold. Often they | club. The Applegate Valley Garden club planted 60 similar|of & Mrs. Hinkle looking for (7]
: ::l‘&: themselves some corn- :r_rlt-rt;l,';' inserted the wick in |roses to form a hedge around the cemetery, gold. He killed her and set L
£ . ; 1e fal, . i ] o the house on fire to cover u o
. Chiness Cook Maryum McKee was a busy | 2P, i 1862. A rall fence once | slding in Medford who re-lthe crime, also burning her| |
3 They had a Chinese cook lenclosed the cemelery. | members living at Log Town ; .
8 UL A epch | woman with 12 children 10| “'gor 4 period of years the |as a child ikt Mhex der s ROWR  datghters| Whd Columbarium . Mortuary
; z . » * the dirpers Th‘:-“r"uth:r ‘;:T'e cnrei for, She washed fleece, | ia] gpot was neglected, | nie Young, *wau \\':st ll.{sJ‘lH ;:.1 werg sieoping in the hauke. E s/ i
. Beneficiarvies Nears [incn fm i | e ool i g ot 1659 an oclson v formerly ot e st | e ‘e romes s | |
The deadline for Hling an- » heneficiary Gecame 72 afler ﬁ?unyu::uli:;ghgst:ﬂ::fz's:tl‘uzti fnd Stodwitige tov b INMILY, {ﬁ:m;;iut lu';h;nlfpi':;]:'e‘:;z!:é 2: ?61:: r‘r‘l:]rlr}ﬂ:lggoht:? o l?at.‘- silen fEom & Mr- Hll’l in. Ate z
nusl  enrnings reports by | January and We enrned gqundrill 5 Oak bark bhoiled in water nQ : 1 § nm,‘ne Wad|land. That crime remained
working Socinl Security bene-| $1,200 in the year, 't:he: "lﬁ: Hsu‘n:n. E:;::\l‘nsw:ﬂdatv:\ca‘;: mEce. praby. brown. dyes Si'“‘:'ll':lrlfmi: Cli‘:g::ljnrhd{r;icg::- f;';]‘:)f wi?céillg?nd l-li?ul.-:l T [anssived untidbres yoars In- s
: [ft‘lnrl.l'ﬂ in nearly here again, | must make the report too, |Folks came from far m.m'dé :\;‘l;;n H\quinhnumm .?N“ 13 John Blm:kl, and Mrs Annn‘ She remembers lli:’lu;.'ab- ter when:Doc Bearce; togeth- =!
h Eidward B. Jacobson, district|  The purpose of the regort|e little village for their | .y l:nf'l:n}g‘:m any "DOURNY- | joprrey Lozier of Medford. | Ins without floors, and it was | €T, With Mr. Hill and other| Ju JOE HOSICK
; manager of the Medford of-|is to settle accounts between | SAtUrday night “hoe down," Ty Parents of John Jeffrey, Port- riders, was taking a herd of ] Funeral Direclor
. fice, has reminded area res-|(ha Socisl Secorliy ELWEED | " here is one living todny oMaryum :-j::le h‘r'r dithla et ettonney. are. | bliied beet cattle to Virginia City, | f§<€
z : 8§ - | ¥ to o wher . ' Py
b : dents. tration and the workihg bene- who lved at Log Town as & [ sickness [:‘r "fedr"leh: :I:) “:':: there. = . N"I.\-, through Harney valley, T Madferd’s Only Crematory
: : ~Any Soclal Security bene-| ficiary, Jucobson said, Any child and relates these storles | silled  when in:hiu W Mrs. Ed Smith was Instru- oplc where they stopped to feed Q
3 ‘f‘l;-““-;‘-. ,,,.;.1_ wumfu}n. u;lchllulg person under 72 who carns ;;eh i:; iplon’?er Ic;re.IShn I.-=||,mm_ ®'® [ mental in compiling records, . ﬂnfli'hii“f: thet”l‘:lfﬂf). ; Congratulations te the Crater lions Club
- o enrned more than S1,2 mare than $1,200 o rs. Johin Higginbotham of - | and markers were placed at " Y. ware o Yy people i
s in 1059 snd was not 72 yenrs| a ehock for every snt[:'?w I:i’ Central Point, now 84. A8liow, Hose Ritp | all unidentitied grm-ln:LOm:r Oiarv eeh“g who ‘lived /In the haighbor ﬂr;‘d . ‘:f e flrre ik Sl
] old by the end of January.|ceads $1,200. Accordingly. a| SN€ Was 100 young to re She was not tae busy to|improvements have included hood that another party was who participated in the Sportsfair. Another
5 1959, must file an earnings|person who earns $2,080.01 [ member some of the e\-cnls.|'-'”_"“ with her from Missouri |a wire fence, log archway| A child "learns to read" in camped  just over the hill wonderful program that makes Southern
roport by April 16, 1960. If | would lose all 12 cheoks for| DUt hes related them as she | liltle yellow rose slip which [over the gate, and water |grades 1 to 3 and ‘reads to | ¥1th & span of beautiful sorrel Oregon a perfect place to five,
1 . the year, he noted. |Euiu'd I|1vr parenls speak of |She Illl:mlcd at the gate. The | pump. Other pioneer cemeter- | learn” fram the 4th grade on- h:'r'ﬁ“' Mr, I“d'" Ilﬂ\;eatigaled
. wem, She is a doughler of |(T0°¢ has been classified as|ies still in use i sard, Dr. T il .| And recognized {he horses as
I Important Exception | ghler o 2L _diiy as | les still in use in the Apple- |ward, Dr. Thomas C. Ander-| ., . = 2 IF you are one of the 10,000 peo
| Eagle Scout chmquet 5 iun: . John and Maryum McKee, ',hfulll.ul:_..oll yellow rose orig- | gate area are at Sterling, [son, o past president of the 2:; stolen team. “‘Getting the hu\?u et et IP pT: who
‘ Planned APHI 29 A A S ules, how- | who were married in Sullivan ”"; ¥ from England, Watkins, and Missouri Flat. |Southern Oregon Opilometic n(r:p DT L el I T
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