Schools Said Returning To Businessof
Education After Period of Floundering |

New Frontiers I Living

In the Schools

Qur schools are getting bet-
ter. After some pretty serious
floundering thev are getting
back into the education busi-
ness. It is not just Sputniks
and Luniks which have awak-
gned them; it is a growing
awareness that youngsters
must be properly prepared for
life. In addition to the obvious
emphasis on science, there is
equally important new em-
phasis on:

~Hard work. School must be
a place for learning. not just
a “happy place.”

Accomplishment. In place

of the old philosophy of social
promotion (“promote 'em
whether they learn or not”)|and this year four other jun-|
students are now being re-|ior highs in Columbus fol-

© quired to make the grade-for | lowed suit. lated } ;. Cal
their own good. | There's also a Court of Hon- | Wialed across ihe couniry. Lal-

_Recognition. Honors for|or for good students. Seventh | 8ar¥ simply announced A,
scholarship are returning to|graders who get all A’s and |Righ school was for youngsters|
the scene. |B's in their majors become|Who wanted to learn, and|

Progress in some schools is| Pages. Eighth graders who get |
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| gone down the drain. Last Canada, which {followed
vear 21 out of Clinton's ninth | U. S. education down the soft
grade class of 166 did not|and soggy path (at a discreet
graduate. They had to take | distance), is likewise return-
make-up courses and earn| ing to the solid ground of good
their diplomas. | teaching.
Scholarship Encouraged | George L. Roberts, former
But getting tough isn't the president of the Canadian
| basie idea. Encouraging schol- :l'eachers_ Federation, reports,
1 arship is. Two years ago CIin-I ‘There is a reaction across
ton started a wing of the Na-|Canada from coast to coast
tional Honor Society fnr|aga1nst soft education. Many
eighth graders (this usually |of the exireme swings of past

doesn’t start until high school) | ¥ears have been reversed.” f
Calgary, Alberta, set the

o

| doctrine” which has been em-

°

new pace with a “no loafing|- - -

need a great deal more push.
But at least they're on the

® move. Typical of the trend is

Clinton Junior High in Colum-
bus, Ohio.
Giddy Courses Dropped
Here i5 a school which three
vears ago offered a course in
cooking for boys. The course
nhss been dropped, as schools
in scores of cities have been

dropping soft, giddy and time- |
wasting course such as “‘social |

skills,” *“tap dancing,” and
“dating behavior.”
Clinton now starts its out-
o standing eighth graders on
algebra and a foreign
guage (formerly this came in
ninth grade) and it encourages
youngsters to plan ahead for
four straight yearsofa foreign
language and four years of
math, through calculus. In the
standard Jowa tests in gram-
maer Clinton's eighth graders
have moved from .4 of a grade
above average in 1857 to .7
above in 1958 and .9 above in
1959. In spelling their profi-
ciency rating has doubled in
fhe last three years.

“I called all my ninth grad-
ers together for a little talk,”
Principal Leslie Evans re-
ported. “I told them not to
expect good grades for noth-
ing. Teachers aren’t giving
grades awav. A good grade
means that's precisely what
vou've earned, I told them.
And in this school you're go-
ing to have to make the grade
to pass.”

The old social promotion-
pushing youngsters along
from grade to grade regard-
less of accomplishment — has

faster than others, and some/| at least one A and the rest B

lan- |

becomes Esquires. Ninth grad- |
ers who get at least two A's
and the rest B’s become
Knights. A boy or girl who
makes it all three years be-
| comes a Knight Chancellor |
and is presented with a ster-
ling silver pin. Each pin cosis
| the school $2.50 (an athletic
| letter costs $1).

| “And believe me, that's
$2.50 we're glad to spend!”
[ beams Prineipal Evans.

Elementary schools in Co-
lumbus, like those in scores
of cities, went for the “OSU"”
l report card during education's
great era of flaccidity. Ordin-
ary grading was put aside as
“too competitive” or “discour-
aging to children” and home
to parents went bland missives
stating merly “Oustanding,”
“Satisfactory,” or “Unsatis-
factory,” wusually plus a
swarm of comments about
junior's personality.

Some communities like
Anne Arundel county, Mary-
land, simply went for the the
“SN” report card-S for satis-
| factory progress.” N for
“Needs improvement.” Some
parents referrd to S and N as
the *Something for Nothing
System.”

Back to Old System

Last September Columbus
abandoned the “OSU" report
card (as dozens of communi-
ties have been abandoning it

in the past two years) and re-
turned to a standard ABCDF
grading systm. (Anne Arundel
county has similarly junked
“SN". It ,too, has returned to
a standard marking system

based on achievement.)

way through would be sus-

pended or expelled “for lack |

of achievement.”

Three Royal Commissions
have been investigating educa-
tion in British Columbia, Al-
berta, and Manitoba during
the past year. Each has found
evidence of a ‘‘re-emphasis on
the tool subjects’-the funda-
mental Three R's.

‘Honor Tabs® for Sweaters

The O'Niell Collegiate and
Vocational Institute, a high
school in Oshawa, Ontario.
pointed up the new emphasis
on scholarship instead of fun
and frolic in 1958 by handing
out “Honor Tabs"” to be sewn
on sweaters to its first class
honor students. Four years of
first honors bring a school let-
ter. Other high schools are fol-
lowing O'Neill's lead.

S:whn proposed to goof ‘.'nm'r|

The era of spineless educa- |

tion made a shambles of many
a classroom. Youngsters had
to “express themselves” at ail
costs: they could do no wrong.

Many teacher were frankly |

afraid to discipline trouble-
makers. The teacher-not the
rowdy-might end up with a
reprimand, dismissal, or even
a lawsuit.
Judge
turned this tide of anarchy in
1957 with what, for modern
education, may become an his-
toric decision. In a Mount Ver-

John P, Griffith |

non, N.Y., courtroom he up-|

held the right of a teacher
who had used physical means
to deter a studeni who was
defianily disripting a class.
The teacher was charged
with assault.
“1 searched my mind and
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heart as well as the law fio|
come to a decision,”  Judge |
Griffith told me. [
He found the teacher noti
guilty.
“The teacher stands in the|
same category as a parent,” he'i

wrote in his decision. “There
is no question that if a parent |

were to punish a child for an!
infraction of the household|
rules and regulations. 1hati

| parent would not be guilty of‘

an assault. The teacher stands
in loco parentis (in place of
the parent) ...
Made Them Unhappy

“It is the thought of the
Court that the teacher must
be supreme in the classroom
Instruction can only be |
properly and successfully giv-
en by one who has authority
over his pupils and who has|
their respect. The teacher is|
vested with the right to give|

those above school-leaving agplr}rders and as a concomitant|to make the school “a happy|As
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 WEIGHTS COMPARED

| New York—A block of
| platinum the size of a stand-
ard pound of butter would
weigh approximately 22
| pounds.
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John Bjorge, of Tomah. Wis..

commented when he fnrbade.Memoria R"es

students to come to school |
with beatnik and “bird’s nest" F c h V' 1
haircuts in 1958, “The voung- | or ras Ic"ms
sters just wantied somebody to Tell City. Ind. UM F

3, . =P}~ Four
caskets were lowered into a

.

tell them what to do.”
Today's schools are chart-
ing a more reliable road to|jn : i i 7i
: ¢ in a symbolic burial witnessed
ih?PPmESS- They are begin- | by mourners for 63 persons
ning to leagh children that | killed in an Indiana
E '.-;.'asde and delight are not 1o be | crash six davs ago
_ had-in school or in life-on More than 100 ki
‘K’ IN PARIS—Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, left, is|the give-away plan; yet there | friends of :hi‘ vil.{:lt?;oclkaafn:
greeted by French President Charles de Gaulle, right, on|is great and immeasurable|.\'orthwesl Airlines turt;o-prnp
|

his arrival in Paris for an 1l-day official visit to Francz. ' happiness to be derived from | {hat plunged into a farm field
The man in th_e center is believ_ed to be an interpreter. The | using one’s talents and facil- | last Thursday night, watched
Russian leader’s visit will provide the last personal contact!ities in worthwhile endeavor. bareheaded as the e'mpu- cof-
between Eastern and Western heads of state before the Do you want to be happy, | fins were buried I
surmmit meetmg Ma}f 16. '—(UPI Rad]otelephﬂlo) Junior? Then aCCOI1TDiiS‘h. The ceremony concluded a
: S something! It'll give wyou a |half-hour four-faith memorial
of the same he should have:place” it made it quite unhap-!real glow! g - |service held in Greenwood
sanctions to enforce them.” |py instead. Unruly children, | : 7 ‘c . i
1 L p) y ci i TOM W - 1. | Cemetery about 11 miles from
The tragedy of th_e w:shy- any sound psychologist will TURE ggrégh Ll | a crater where the fuselage of
washy era was that in trying | atlest, are not happy children. (Distiibuted be T'he Redisler and the big airliner buried itself
School Superintenden. ~ Tribune S!‘ndicﬁfm % | deep into the muddy earth.

'hilltop cemetery grave today |
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Some lend flavor, some strength, some fragrance. You can make a fairly

acceptable cup of coffee with a brand composed of only 11 blends. Add

blends, say up to 18, and you can make a much better cup of coffee.

But a really superlative cup depends ﬁpon a multitude of blends, each
one adding a subtle shading to the flavor, a richer heartiness to the aroma,

That's why Butter-Nut uses 48 blends...by actual count a bonus of 30

blends beyond the point where most roasters stop. Try Butter-Nut and

you'll smell the difference before you taste it.
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