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The Law?

This column is prepared
as a public service by the
College of Law, Willamette
University, Salem. to ex-
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plain basic legal principles,

not to provide legal advice. -

The reader is cautioned not J

to apply these cases fo his 3
3

own problems without an
/ attorney’s advice, for dif-
fering facts may change
the outcome.
s —————
Burglary, Day eor Night,
Is Crime in Oregon

Sam was opposed to work-
ing for a living, and law-
abiding conduct was not one
of his strong points. While
loitering in a tavern one eve-
ning, Sam overheard John
tell a friend that John and his
family were leaving on their
vacation at 4 am. the next
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As soon as John's car turned
the corner Sam looked]
around to be sure that the
coast was clear and then‘
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the camera and the jig was
up for him. John tied Sam up,
and John's wife called the
police. Sam was indicted for
burglary.

Sam Was Wrong

Sam protested that he was
not guilty of burglary. “How
can I be guilty of burglary,”
said Sam. “It was broad day-
light, and burglary Is a crime
that can only be committed
in the night time.”

Was Sam correct? No, Sam
was wrong again. The usual
definition of common law
burglary is the breaking into
the dwelling house of an-
other, in the night time, with
intent to commil a crime.
Sam had certainly broken
into a dwelling, and he cer-
otainly intended to commit the
crime of larceny. But had
Sam committed the breaking
and entering in the night
time?

Law Definition Changed

The ancient rule seems to
have been that from sunset
until sunrise it was night for

urposes of burglary, but the .
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upper echelon Communists,
many of them roughly com-
parable to U.S. governors,
called a halt to a tour of the
Museum of Science and In-
dustry and told tour officials:

“We want to see more of
the economy. We want to see
steel mills, factories at work.”
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per of a Navy destroyer which
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