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Meniere's Disease
Dr. Yrjo Meurman, of Fin-

land, recently reported that
the operation of fenestration

in which a

little window
is made from
the middle ear
into the inner
ear, will abol-
ish vertigo (a
sen sation of
s p i n n in g
around) in
about 80 per

Bl

dr. alvarez cent of the pa
tients with Meniere's disease.
He got good results in 44 out
of 55 patients. In 12 who con-

tinued to have vertigo, the in-

tensity and duration of the
attacks .were generally les
sened. It will be interesting to
see if similar results are ob-

tained by ear men in this
country.
; Many persons who are
puzzling over the problem of
adopting a child could get
great help from a recent book
by Carl and Helen Doss (Holt).
The Doss's have adopted 12

children, and they tell about
the questions prospective
adopters are asked as to their
fitness to raise a child. Many
persons who could easily take
care of a baby when young,
cannot do it very well when
they are older. Older people
cannot stand so well the loss
of sleep at night, the constant
need for watchfulness, and the
constant turmoil in the house.
There are many problems that
a couple who plan the adop-
tion of a child should know.
Some people have gotten
themselves into an awful mess
by adpoting a "bootleg baby."
Later, they were blackmailed
by the mother of the child
who, perhaps, did everything
she could to get the child
back. A child should be ob
tained only through a fine
agency. These people investi-
gate the child's heredity and
they investigate the compe
tence of the people who want
to adopt a child. Very im-

portant is the fact that when
an agency gives a child to
foster parents, the real par-
ents never can find out where
the child went. In an appen-
dix to the book there is a di-

gest of the many laws in re-

gard to adoption.
Studying Activity of the
Brain of Fetui

A way of studying the ac
tivities of fetuses recently has
been developed by three in-

genious investigators. Open-
ing the abdomen and womb of
an animal by Caesarean sec
tion, they lift out the fetus,
but leave it connected to the
mother by way of the placen-
ta (after-birth- .) In this way,
the tiny fetus does not breath
with its lungs, it gets its oxy-
gen from its mother.

Using this technic, Doctors
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Tiorrtfon Rules on
Construction Wages

Salem -(- UPI)- Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Y. Thornton said
Wednesday that laborers on
construction projects, of drain-
age districts, irrigation dis-
tricts and district improve-
ment companies must be paid
"the prevailing rate of wage."

He said a 1959 law provides
that workers on such projects
are to be paid not less than
other workers in the locality,
and that a written statement
certifying the hourly wage
rate must be filed according
to the state labor commission-
er's regulations.

The opinion was requested
by Labor Commissioner Nor-
man O. Nilsen.

There are about 25 million
dairy cows in the U.S.
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Cmentus Professor of Medicine.
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Carl Bernhard, Goran M. Kil-mod- in

and Irwin H. Kaiser
can keep a fetus alive and in
good condition for two days
after delivering it from the
uterus. Because of the psy-
choanalytic theory that many
of an adult's psychic troubles
are due. to impressions gained
by the fetus in its mother's
womb, I have been interested
to see how little sign of activi-
ty there is in a fetus' brain,
and when activities begin to
show up in the electroencepha-
lograms. The doctors found
that in a lamb's fetal brain,
the electroencephalo grams
(series of faint electric wave-
lets which show activity) do
not show up until the animal
is about half-wa-y through its
period of gestation, or on
about the 70th day. Wavelets
of an adult type do not appear
in the records until about the
100th day, when the fetus is
about two-thir- formed. Co--

ordinated responses from the
brain did not show up until
near the time of the animal's
birth. This new technic is
promising to give large;amounts of valuable informa-- '
tipn.

For years one theory as to
the cause of baldness has been
the idea that it is due to a
reduction in the amount of
blood, going through the ar-

teries of the scalp. Now, Dr.
P. F. Corso, of New York City,
has reported that recently-mad- e

studies of the capacity
of the arteries of the scalp of
some dead men showed that
although this capacity for car
rying blood decreases with
age, it is not necessarily fol-

lowed by baldness. There was
some evidence to indicate that
there is a diminution in the
circulation in the veins of

'

the scalps of bald men. and
Dr. Corso thinks that some
day something may be done
by surgeons to ease up and
enlarge this venous circula-
tion.
Diagnosis By Computer

There is a note in the Sci-

entific American (September)
by Dr. K. Brodman, of Cor-

nell, who 10 years ago ad-

vised a medical history ques-
tionnaire to be filled out by
patients. The results of these
questionnaires now have been
analyzed by computers, and
a correct diagnosis in 44 per
cent of the cases., Sometimes
the computer did a little bet-
ter job in making a diagnosis
than a good physician did!

Dr. Alvarez' booklet von
nervousness may be obtained
by sending 25 cents and a
large, stamped,
envelope with your request
to Dr. Walter C. Alvarez,
Dept. MMT, The Register and
Tribune Syndicate, Box 957,
Des Moines 4, Iowa.

(Released by Th Register
and Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

ed anything about the heart
and circulatory system from
exercise through the use of
better recording instruments."
Centers on Problems

Much of Green's interest
centers on problems discover-
ed through the monitoring of
an individual's cardio-vascu-l- ar

and respiratory systems
during simulated space flight.

The space age does not awe
Green. He regards it as mere-
ly another important medical
job.

"I can't see that this is any
different from the airplane
age," he said. "It's an exten-
sion - with faster motors and
equipment that can go higher
and faster. The automobile in-

troduced new problems. Air-

planes introduced new prob-
lems. More powerful craft will
introduce new problems.

"I doubt if it's as big a jump
to contemplate space travel
today as it was to contemplate
the steam engine at the time
it was developed."

Blalock Post Office
Closure Announced

Washington -(- 1JPD- Rep. Wal-

ter Norblad .), said
Wednesday the post office at
Blalock, Ore., would be closed
because of construction of
John Day dam.

MAN'S WORK -

Syracuse. N. Y. fUTD Mary
Beckrink, 21, of Jamestown,
N. Y., is the only girl among
95 male students at the Sim-

mons School of Embalming
here.
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BABY FOOD BIG BUSINESS
New York-UiPO-T- he typical

family expenditure for baby
food during baby's first year
is S200, leading to the indus-
try gross sales of some $275
million a year, the Newsfront
newsletter says. Mothers are
snatching 300 glass jars per
second off the suDermarket

I shelves with the industry
thinking about trying to sell

1 the over SO age group as well.
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San Antonio. Tex. - (UPD -
Space flight may provide am
munition for the battle against
heart disease among persons
who never leave the ground,
according to . an Air Force
doctor.

. Maj. Cloid D. Green, 38, a
former Parker, S.D., physic-
ian, said that the idea of soar-
ing into space is the most ex-

citing aspect of the rocket
age.

But man's greatest benefits
may lie in the medical knowl-
edge that results from explor-
ation of the unknown, he add-
ed.
Supervised Capsule

Green it attached to the
school of aviation medicine
at Brooks Air Force base in
San Antonio. He is project
officer for "Project Hermes,"
the space monkey program,
and medical officer in charge
of simulated altitude cham-
bers.

One of his biggest jobs has
been to supervise construction
of the space capsule that car-
ried Sam, a mon-

key, 55 miles above the earth
last Dec. 4.

"The final product of this
project is going to be increas-
ed knowledge to science,"
Green said. "Putting man into
space means merely flying out
farther than ever before --

hardly an end in itself. The
immediate goal is protecting
man in outer space - in very
high altitude flight.

"There is a lot of value in
this program to the public --
and not just being able to fly
higher and faster than the
pilots of another nation."

Green said that findings can
be useful in combatting heart
disease and in testing the per-
formance of the heart under
stress.

"It's only been in the last
year or two that we've learn
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