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U.S. to Ask That

OEEC Be Replaced
Washington - IEPD -- The

United States will propose
this week that the organiza-
tion for European economic
cooperation be replaced by a
new international body with
this country as a full mem-

ber, according to informed of-

ficials.
They said the U. S., now an

associate member of the
OEEC, would make the pro-
posal at the eco-

nomic conference in Paris
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Education Said

Election Issue
Eugene (DPD State Sen.

Monroe Sweetland, Milwau-ki-e

Democrat, listed educa-
tion as "the number one issue
in Oregon in the 1960 election
year." The chairman of the
senate education committee
declared that "the crisis in
education must be met pri-

marily at the state and local
level."

Sweetland was the keynote
speaker at the Lane County
Democratic convention meet-

ing in Eugene Saturday.
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The Tendency to Sue Doclon
I recently read an article

by William Peters on what is
already happening because of
many lawsuits in which an
r"""pSr"

" 1 innocent doc--

if I tor k stuck
E I for some huee

damages. To
illustrate

fi Peters told of
a patient with
a narrow place
in the artery
of his leg,
which made it

DR. ALVAREZ unpossiDie ior
him to walk without great
pain The artery surgeon who
saw him knew he could prob-
ably make him perfectly well
again by, first, injecting into
the artery a drug which, with

would show just where
the narrow place was. Then,
he wrould cut this place out
and put in a tube, perhaps
made of some plastic. With
this, the man would be able
to go striding along again.

But the surgeon just dis
missed the man and let him
go. Why? Because, recently,
he had been so shocked by
the experience of a fellow
artery surgeon who one day
had--as he had done a few
hundred times before-inje- ct

ed the usual dye, and the
patient, who evidently had a
very rare sensitivity to the
substance,, had gotten par-
alyzed from the waist down.
Although no doctor, knowing
the facts, would have thought
of blaming the surgeon, a
jury awarded the paralyzed
man $250,000. As one would
expect, surgeons all over the
country began to wonder if
they could afford to run the
risk of some day being wiped
out financially by such an
accident. Why take the risk?
But this would mean that
thousands of men would have

Judge Takes Law

Under Advisement
Oregon City - (CPD - Circuit

Judge Ralph M. Holman has
taken under advisement a
case which is designed to test
the constitutionality of the
Oregon state law which per
mits the loan of textbooks
to parochial and private
schools.

Holman indicated it would
be some time before he would
give an opinion.

The action was brought by
three taxpayers who wished
a ruling on tax money for
such purposes.
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Wardrobe wonder! One day,
a smart and simple sheath
the next day, a. dramatic tunic
when you belt on the separate
ovenskirt. Beginner - easy to
sew in cotton, faille, print
crepe.

Printed Pattern 9422: Miss
es' Sizes 12, 14, 16, 18, 20.
Size 16 dress takes 3 yards
35-inc- h.

Send FIFTY CENTS (coins)
for this pattern - add 10
cents for each pattern for
first-clas- s mailing. Send to
Marian Martin, Medford Mail
Tribune, Pattern Dept., 232
West 18th St., New York 11,
N. Y. Print plainly NAME,
ADDRESS with SIZE and
STYLE NUMBER--
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Emeritus Consultant in Madlelne.
Mr.yo Clitic

Emeritus Professur of Medicine.
Mayo CUnls

to go limping along, and some
would have to have their legs
amputated because of gan-
grene.
Doctors Becoming Afraid

Curiously, as Peters points
out, this surgeon who decid-
ed he did not dare run the
risk of being ruined by an
unfair legal decision, could
have been sued for malprac-
tice because he did not treat
his patient as the man should
have been treated.

Today, I read that one in
four doctors in California are
being sued. As a result, some
of them are becoming afraid
to give even a "shot" of peni-
cillin for fear the patient
might be so highly allergic
to it that he would get a
violent or even fatal reaction.

When, a while ago, I wrote
in this column about the presen-

t-day craze for suing doc-

tors, some people wrote ac-

cusing me violently of stand-
ing up for doctors who injure
people by being careless or!
incompetent, or negligent, or
by trying to perform an op-
eration which they were
never trained to do. Obvious-
ly, I know that such things
happen, and for the men who
do these things I have no
sympathy.

I did not write to defend
him. The men I am unhappy
about are those fine able doc-
tors who get stuck for a huge
judgment when, so far as I
can see, there was no malp-

ractice-no lack of skill, and
no lack of care and diligence,
but only some rare happen-
ing due, perhaps, to the pa-
tient's marked sensitiveness
to some drug.
Loss of Relationship

I am concerned because I
do not want to see some val-
uable operations given up
because they are too likely
to result in a lawsuit. I am
concerned, also, because I
don't want to see many a sur
geon feeling he must send
each patient for two or three
hundred dollars' worth of
needless tests just so as to pro
tect himself from trouble
later, if the patient should
sue.

Finally, it distresses me
greatly to see the loss often
of that close friendly relation
ship that used to exist be
tween doctor and patient. For
instance, my father practiced
medicine for 50 years with-
out ever, so far as I know,
having anyone threaten to
bring a malpractice suit
against him. I imagine no one
ever thought of suing my
father because, when he took
care of someone, he treated
that person as he would have
treated an old friend. To
many of his patients my
father was like a loved mem- -

ber of the family. As several
ronrtlo hav written mo rp.
cently, if their doctor had
only been friendly and kind-
ly when he took care of them
they would never have
thought of suing him.

Dr. Alvarez' booklet on
heart trouble may be obtain
ed by sending 25 cents and a
large, stamped, ed

envelope with your request to
Dr. Walter C. Alvarez, Dept.
MMT, The Register and Tri
bune Syndicate, Box 957, Des
Moines 4, Iowa.

(Released by Th Register
and Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Swastikas Daubed

In Los Angeles
Los Angeles - (CPD - Eight

swastikas were found scrawl-
ed on buildings in the North
Hollywood area Sunday, in-

cluding one with the words
"Death to Jews" on the wall
of a garage adjoining a Jewish
temple.
. Police theorized "punk
kids" were responsible. One
swastika, 16 inches high was
painted in black on the door
of the Beth Meier Temple and
another with the "Death to
Jews" sign on the garage.
Four were painted on walls
of North Hollywood High
school, one was found on a
street sign and another on a
brick wall.

TOUCHE!
. Los Angeles (CPD Mayor
Norris Poulson said today he

hoped Pennsylvania Gov.
David L. Lawrence would
bring to the Democratic , Na-

tional Convention here "some
of his snow, ice, sleet, bliz-

zards and other climatic dis-

turbances." Lawrence had
complained selection of Los
Angeles for the convention
was a "damned outrage" be-

cause of its smog and great
distances. .

Rural mail routes in the
U.S. cover 2,250,000 miles.
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ADMIT DELIVERY SLIP
Oldham, England - (BPD - A

British Railway spokesman
said "there has definitely
been a slipup here" when a
railway car was discovered on
a siding during the week end.
The car contained 83 bags of
Christmas gift parcels.

FOX HUNTERS OUT-FOXE- D

Belton, England-OJPB-Mern-b- ers

of a fox hunt have
learned that the man who
showed up , and blew the
wrong caUs on the hunting
horn was a spy from the
League Against Cruel Sports.
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