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Motels Moving
Downtown To
Challenge Hotels

Chicago — {UFD — In nearly
every major American city,
motels are moving downtown
to challenge the established
hotels,

These new metropolitan
motels, however, are a far
cry from the small tourist
courts that can be found on
the outskirts of cities every-
where.

These are lavish, multi-mil-
lion-dollar edifices which look
suspiciously like hotels, But
they still stress the same con-
venience and informality
which have made their coun-
try cousins so popular with
motorists

In Chicago, the classified
telephone directory now lists
25 motels within the city
limits — all of them built since
1953.

One of the plushest is the
12-story Lake Tower Motel,
just north of the Loop on
Lake Shore Drive. It contains
150 units, cost $3,500,000 to
build and claims the distine-
tion of being the world's tall-
est motel,

Saw ‘Handwriting’

The Lake Tower’s manager,
Robert A, Jenkins, managed
hotels for 26 years. But he
says he saw “the handwrit-
ing on the wall,”” and went
into the motel business,

“Hotel occupancy rates
dropped from 93 per cent in
1946 to 70 per cent in 1957,
he said. “Most of that busi-
ness went to motels.”

Jenkins believes the city
motel is the answer to con-
gestion, lack of parking space,
high parking rates and bother-
some tipping. It is also cheap-
er than a comparable hotel,
he declared.

A single room at the Lake
Tower starts at $12, The rate
includes free parking in a
three-story garage, free bus
service downtown and a
swimming pool.

About 20 major cities now
have motels in or close to
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