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A Sunday, Dec. 20, 1959 I

Small Worlds
Around Us

By Lynn M. Watkins

*

*

Meet the Skunk Family-

And See How They Fared

The headlights picked up a
moving in the road
ahead. 1 slowed, flicked on
the high beams. There in the
brilliant light was the entire
“Flower” family, out for a
walk.

1 parked off the highway
and approached them on foot.
The harvest. moon was soO
bright that mama skunk and
her five children were plainly
visible. She was now looking
into the brighter lights of the
car.

Deciding the car was quiet,
she stepped daintily off the
highway, her family follow-
ing in single file. Immediately
I named them. She was Flow-
er: the children were Petunia,
Rose, Violet, Lily and Carna-
tion-an entire garden of frag-
rance.

As 1 watched, she stopped
and started to dig in a rotted
log. The children gathered
around, ready to pounce on
any beetle, worm or bug that
was uncovered. Flower dug
out a large beetle; the chil-
dren fell over one another in
the excitement.

Barking Dog
Suddenly she stopped dig-
. raised her tail like a
plume, and listened. The
voungsters froze in their play;
they had all heard something.

Faintly and far away I
heard the barking of a dog.
Flower did not wait; she de
cided on a course of action.
The best I could do was watch
the little procession disap-
pear, then hurry to the spot
where 1 had last seen them,
and look again. That way I
followed their flight. Mama
skunk knew where she was
going. An old house stood in
the pine woods. The windows
were gone, the door missing,
and the roof was broken and
sagged. It looked eerie in the
moonlight. Through a hele in
the crumbling wall went the
entire Flower family. Ap-
: the old house, I
swept the sand clean in front
of all the openings.

The following day I return-
ed. There was not a single
track to indicate the family
had departed. With a {flash-
Hght I probed the cobwebby
darkness under the sagging
floor. Changing my position
several times, I located the
family squatting in a far cor-
ner, wondering what the
bright light was all about.
Satisfied they would come
out soon, I blocked all the
holes except one. There I set
up a camera equipped with an
automatic shutter. I placed a
string over which mama
skunk would trip when she
came out.

-Hadn’t Come Out -

:  But the next day when I ar-

-rived, the camera still stupid-

*ly waited; it had not been

-tripped. The Flower family
:had not left, they were all

still under the house. I could
see mama skunk softly nudg-
ing each little one in turn. To
her each was very dear; each
one smelled good. Papa skunk
had long since departed. For
him the “wedding bells"” had
not “broken up that old gang”
of his,

As I watched her under the
flashlight's beam, she seemed
to know that her aloof man-
ner and haughty bearing im-
pressed all she met, and they
always gave way to her like
commoners when the queen
appears. Even the children
sensed their own importance,
for they all marched around
with their tails and heads held
high, like banners flying.
¢ They remained under the
old house for many days. It
had become home to them and
later T found out why-they
had there a plentiful supply
of food. Mama skunk was
teaching her children how to
dig out and eat the millions
of termites that were reduc-
ing the old house to rubble.
The Flower family had
smelled out a bonanza.
(Released by The Register and
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Tips for Safe
Tree Lights Given

Salem — Chief Electrical In-
spector W. R. Volheye of the
state bureau of labor has rec-
ommended five basic rules to
follow to help eliminate
Christmas tree and other elec-
trical accidents this season.

He noted that each Christ-
mas there are numerous acci-
dents from careless use of the
100 million electrict Christ-
mas tree bulbs sold in Amer-
ica each year.

Among his recommenda-
tions are:

1. Buy only lighting sets
with a laboratory approved
label. This is the assurance
that certain safety standards
have been met in manufae-

turing.

2. Check the insulation on
old sets before using. He said
even the best materials do
not last indefinitely.

3. Do not renew bulbs with
those that have too long bases
exposing metal parts to con-
tact with tree or ornaments.

4. Do not leave children at
home unatiended with a
lighted Christmas tree.

5. Never use indoor lighting
sets outside in the weather.
He said the use of such sets
around moisture is flirting
with death.

Inspectors also advise that
electrical toys require more
care than other toys for
safety’s sake, and warned
against using electric train
tracks near cotton of inflam-

mable type.

VALUES in CHILDREN’S

GIFT SLIPPERS

Flannelette lined! Zip.
'em up! Padded soles.

Pale blue with red, 2 99
Royal blue with red. [

LEATHER BOOTIES

Bunny Furred, BEADED MOCS

Warm flannelette lined! White-
furred. Light blue or pink. Soft
padded soles. Small 11 to large 3.

299 : 349

All leather! Reinforced counter for
longer wear! Padded soles. Tan.
Sizes 8%5 to large 3.

PENNY MOC SLIPPERS

299 2 349

All  leather! Reinforced counter
for longer wear, soft-padded soles.
Red, Biue. Sizes 5 to large 3.

ELASTIC HUG ROMEOS

2 349

beautiful, new .

multi-stripe sheets

By Fieldcrest. Decorative maiching sheets and cases . . .
sye-catching, tri-color all over lean line stripes on white
ground. Amazing wash and wear stamina, 72x108__ 295,

81x108 3,49, Cases, pair 1.78.

MEDFORD

LAST MINUTE
GIFT SUGGESTIONS...

your| Christmas

St

skée-ball ga.mé

598

All the thrills of real Skee Ball with self-totaling score tool
Many hours of fun for both young and old.

3

importe rayon

damask
5.98 - 6.98

The look of luxury ond elegance for your holiday table.
The perfect gift for a friend or for yourself. Two distinctive
patterns. Sizes 54x72.

lincoln metal

4 PC. SET 8 98
B

Famous Beauty Ware by Lincoln. Enameled colors availoble
in pink, white, turquoise or yellow all with copper trim.

handl:o:cF " +fg

1.00

Swiss, Hong-Kong linens and lace. Whites, pastels and
prints. Artists prints on fine linen. All in an exciting as-
soriment.

he always appreciates

sox and ties

Always correct for Christmas giving . . . sox for men.
Jumbo weight cottons . . , fleecy orlons in wool-like 1 oo
heather tones. ..

shades and fabrics designed to compliment new fashion

New burnished tone ties by Fashion Craft. A galaxy of
suit colors. 1.50

SPECIAL!

EXOTIC
VENETIAN
ASH TRAYS

EACH ONLY 5 00
]

Nothing prettier for gift giving than beautiful venetian
glass. Ashtroys with gold flake inlay in exciting bright
jewel-tones. Tray complete with cigaret snuffer. Clown
ashiray stands or lies down.

Roy Rogers 6aﬁ;kouse | %

slip-ons |
BOY'S SIZES 5-9 2.59

100% Nylon tops, Catspaw indoor-outdoor soles, or soft leather
soles. Watch his eyes light up on Christmas morning.

for comfott leisure & wa
give her ripons

Women's Sizes 8 to 11

2.98

2.98

Embroidery en 100% wool with foamy, rubber soles. Com-
pletely washable. Low cut or high. Red, pink, blue, white
or black.

Children’s Sizes 5 to 8

beautiful
nylon tricot

7.98
Sizes 7-14 8.98
Tt 10.98

Beautiful soft tricot, quilted for extra
warmth. Lace and ribben trim. Pink,
yellow or- blue. In Sister sizes.

Sizes 3-éx

CHILDREN'S DEPT.
SECOND FLOOR

Zz

luxurious
slips

Nylon tricot with an overlay
of flowers embroidered tricot
ders completely. Petal pink
and capri blus. Sizes 32 to
38. !

LINGERIE
FIRST FLOOR

zpitﬁ warm
Christmas wishes

luxurious
robes

8.98

Of all gifts robes most truly express the
warm home loving spirit with the added
appeal of femininity and fashion, Nylon
quilted in pastel pink or blue. Sizes S-M.L.

READY-TO-WEAR
SECOND FLOOR

OPEN TOMORROW NIGHT UNTIL 9:00 P.M

«




