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Seasons
of a

Bird Watcher

FALL

According to one way of figuring, winter doesn't begin |
until the shortest day, which is pretty close to Christmas.
That ought to be good enough for us because we just don't |
have much winler here any time. At the moment of this|
writing there isn't even any appreciable snow on the higher |
mountains around us. This isn't because the weather has been '
unusually warm but because it has been so unusally dry. |

Dryness has been the keynote of the autumn season. On
walks in the hills we have often seen great cracks in the |
ground. It will take a good many heavy rains and snows to
even begin to soak up this ground and replenish the moisture
on which all vegetation depends.
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Obviously, it has been a poor season for ducks. I'm told
there have been many over in the Klamath basin, but in our
valley many of the ponds on which they would normally
rest are just about completely dry. Their problem has been
further complicated by the fact that our numerous cold nights
have put ice on 2 good many of the smaller and quieter gonds.

I think the drought is also the explanation of the most
noteworthy observation I have about bird life this autumn.
It is the number of snipes that have been feeding on people’s
lawns. I've had more phone calls about this than anything
else in the bird line. As soon as people begin to tell about a
bird “with a big long bill” I know what is coming.

Snipes are usually found in swampy places or along the
edges of ponds and ditches. They sometimes feed, t00, in
irrigated pastures. Now the pastures are dry and some of the
swamps are gried up. So, I assume they took to feeding on
lawns where sprinkling kept the ground soft. One of the
observers who had seen them said he saw that they were
catching earthworms. Although their long bill may make
them seem awkward, or at least unsual, I think they are
attractive birds with their striped backs and interesting ways.
1 enjoy watching their twisting flight, too. We had one, and
sometimes two, on our lawn quite constantly for a while, and
1 had more chance to watch them than ever before. |
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Otherwise we have had about the usual number and
varieties of birds on our home place. Juncos have been tew-l
er than usual; with no snow in the mountains I imagine they |
have been staying on higher ground. I got so tired of having
the jays eat all the suet out of my feeder that I hung it from
a two foot wire. The extra swing keeps the jays off most of
of the time. The house sparrows don't hang thick on
it the way they used to, either. The only trouble is the other
birds don't like it as well, either, It is available to them,
though, if they are hungry enough to do a little swinging.
I have seen song sparrows, golden crowned sparrows, titmice |
and Audubon's warblers taking suet from it.

Now Christmas is almost here and, besides all the usual
things, this means for bird watchers the annual Christmas
count. In fact we have already had a meeting of a group of
birding people to make plans for the count, which will be
one of many throughout the nation. Our territory is the
same 15 diameter circle that we have generally used in
recent years. Its center is south of Camp White. It includes
all of Medford, touches Jacksonville, reaches into the hills
above the Old Military rd., takes in Gold Rey dam, both
Table Rocks, Eagle Point, Gardiner Reservoir and Roxy
Anne. The date of our count is set for Tuesday, Dec. 29. Our
object on that day is to try to identify as many birds as we
can within that circle. We will have to work hard to surpass
‘the 84 species we found last year. 4 Py
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In fact, we would like to ask for some help from our
friends. The,only owl we had last year was a burrowing owl.
Does anybody know of a barn within our territory where

-barn owls roost? Or of a wooded area where great horned
owls are regularly found? We would certainly like to find
some more owls.

Of course, we would also like to know of any unusual
birds wintering within our territory. Last year we knew of
‘an Anna's hummingbird in Ashland, a California mocking-
bird in Sam's valley and an orange crowned warbler in
Phoenix. We'd certainly like to find some rara avis like that
in our area. Call me at SP 2-8860 if you have any informa-
tion to give to us.

We would also be glad to know of any one who knows
enough about birds to join in our count. The more we have
working the more thoroughly we can cover our territory.
The more completely and accurately we can list the birds of
the area, the more scientific value the count has.—T.M.

By making regular savings deposits with us
each payday you can have a reserve of
cash in the bank to draw on for special ||
occasions, as your account steadily grows.

THERE'S NOTHING QUITE LIKE MONEY IN THE BANK.

Deposit insured up to $10,000 for each account
by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. Yeur
savings earn interest at 3% semi-annually. .

Now Two Offices To Serve You . ..

* 1109 Court Street ® 701 E. Jackson Bivd.

SEAR

ROEBUCK AND CO.

'FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE SEARS WILL REMAIN OPEN
EVERY NIGHT ‘TIL CHRISTMAS ‘TIL 9 . . SATURDAYS 9:30 to 5:30

Economy Priced Rotisserie
Has King-Size Capacity

995

Lets you cook a 22-Tb. roast with effortless ease!
Unit has 3-position temperature control and 2-hour
timer—you rest while whole dinner cooks. Spit, forks
and cord. |-year immediate replacement guarantee.

e Holds 20-Ib. turkey
o Brolls, roasts, grills

Maid of Honor 4-
Piece Canister Set

Plastic... $3.29

Attractive set for eny kitchen. Extra
large size containers with snug-fitting

Hds, wquore knobs. Pretty pastels

Makes Tea, Tool

BCup.casnnn 54.99

Practical heat resistant Pyrex glom
trimmed in snowficke design with gold
eolor metal trim, Mokes 12 cupa of tea.
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‘lr;w; Coffee with u
Kenmore Automatic

Our best.... $2l .88

Solid copper with chrome platel Brews
four to 10 cups n minutes, keeps it pip-
Ing het. 1-yeor guarantee. Buy now!
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= : 19 PIECE

Kenmore Table Mixer
With Attachments %

Beautiful styling with 10 speeds

to"make ey kichen oo s £ 53 PC. SET ......ovnven.... $39.95
S0 0:0:0:0:8:0:0:0

pushover. Juicer and grinder
included. Hurry!
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4-Pc. Cinderella

Pyrex Bowl Set

Nest to Store. 54 .99

Includes 1%-pt, 1%4-qt., 2V4-qt., 4=
ql. sizes. Perfact for mixing, boking,
serving, storing. Gay colors, designe

'Maid of Honor
5.piece Mold Set

Copper color.. . $4 .99

Proctical for salads, desserts, boking.
Double as pretty weall plaques. Dur-
wble aluminum. An cpprecicted giffl
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S SAY Merry Christmas WITH
GIFTS FROM SEARS
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£A GIFT MOM WILL
REMEMBER FOR
YEARS TO COME

MAJESTIC MELAMINE -

® New grace and beauty in tall flared shape, high-
footed, off-the-table look, delicate edges.

® A service fit for a queen . . . finest quality melamine
. . . dutiful, yet dainty looking.

PATTERN

Malibu pink roses on white Holloware pink. Service for
four; creamer, covered_sugar.

PATTERN

; .‘.-{;Aufumn design in spice beige or light horizon blue.
& 4 cups, saucers, dinner and pie-salad plates. Sugar and

SERVICE

£ CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 31693

Complete $29.95 & YOUR CHOICE ..................

o

Three-In-One Pyrex
Hospitality Casserole

2-quart size.. ... 4.99

Usa o1 ® cosmercle, soup hureen,
punch bowl. Gold-color plum loaf de=
sign on ivory. With candle warmer.
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Pyrex Casserole is
Ideal for Parties

Holds 1% quorts. 2499

Idecl for heoting ond serving your
favorite couercle ond perty fome
dishes. Opol with block stars.
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CHARGE

Nut Bow! With Steel
Cracker, Picks

CHARGE ITI 52'19

Hond crofted of white wsh
logs with clear locquer
finish. 9-inch diometer.
Ideal for gift giving.

CHRISTHAS
SPECIAL

Baked copper seals the silvering for perfect reflections.
Dressed wood baked with mounted hooks for easy home in-
stallations—wall brackets included—packed for easy gift wrap.

60x30.........39.88
38x26.........19.88

ADD AN AIR OF ELEGANCE :
T0 YOUR HOME :

FOR THE HOLIDAYS! =
WITH A LOVELY :
PLATE GLASS MIRROR =
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e L.O.F. Parallelo-Plate
@ Full V2" Bevel
® Full 10 yr. guarantes
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JUST SAY “CHARGE IT!”
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Just says ""Chargs It" en

Day CHARGE ACCOUNT
or take many months te

BEAUTIFUL SOLID TINT WAVELINE CHENILLE

BEDSPREADS MAKE LOVELY GIFTS!

® Good background cloth
® Non-tangle bullion fringe

as a 30-

CHRISTMAS

Santa Will

SPECIAL ................

Be At Sears
Daily 3:30 p.m.to 5:30 p.m.

HE HAS A GIFT FOR ALL THE “KIDDIES"

® Rounded corners

5599

Choose from frosty
pink, spring green,
capri blue, sun-
shine yellow.

Full or twin sizes.
Hurry! Some colors
limited.
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. Gluﬁt Gas Pow;r.
P=40 Plane

Charge It ... s | 2.88

Wind prop 1 turm, let 'er gol Has big
30-m. wingspan, 27-in. fuseloge. Pilet
in gockpt. Authante detaih.
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Big, Extra swrdyM
Steel Truck Outfit

Gilt Priced........... sa-sa

Low of fun with horsa iroiler, farm
sake truck, 2 ond 4 wheel troilen
All couple, uncouple. Priced low nowl
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Happi+Time Battery
Double Phone Outfit

Christmas Special ss'aa

Signal light button shows when phones
ora im we. Simply dicl one other
phona rings. Tromsmits voices cleordy.

X &' - - SRR S
Rugged All Steel
35'%-inch Jeep

Charge It! ... 525-50

Reclishc fun nder with heavy duty
waclor-type Wres. Simulated mtre-

sent ponel. Authentic details.

AFPPL-TIME TOYTOWN SPECIALS—FOR

27 -inch Doll Buggy

Duchess Gear ... 39-49

Gives dolly o wper imooth nide| Rk
ty quilted body, chrome-piated ubvlor
bondle. 6/-m. gray rubber wheeh,
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Complete with Bench

Really ploys. Teaches them bosic notes, music enjoyment. Attroc-
tive ruddy mahogany finished plywsod cobinel. Plostic keys.
Complete with bench. Seng book. Piano is 21% in. high.
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 SEARS

ROEBUCK AND C€O.

F

JACKSON AT BIDDLE RD. — MEDFORD, OREGON
STORE HOURS: 9:30 A M. TO 5:30 P.M.

OPEN FRIDAY AND MONDAY EVENINGS TIL 9 P.M.
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING — PHONE SP 3-6661




