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Six Drug Firms Charged With Anti-Trust
Violation in Sale of Two "Wonder Drugs’

Irving H.
Jurow, denied repeatedly
there was anything wrong in
entering into agreements in-
royalty payments,
continent upon a future pat-
ent, covering the two drugs
— prednisone and predniso-

Washington — Pl — Senate
investigators have charged
that six big drug com-
panies violated the anti-trust
laws through restrictive
agreements to gain “complete
control” over the sale of two
wonder drugs.

In reply, Francis C. Brown,
president of the Schering
Corp., one of the companies,
protested that the inquiry
into possible anti-trust viola-

tions was an “improper sub-
ject” for the Senate anti-trust
subcommittee to take up in

its investigation of drug
prices.
Brown, whose company

has been the principal sub-
ject of the inquiry thus far,
said he had been placed at
“great disadvantage” in the
public hearing which began
Monday.

Brown said Schering's

Parcel Post Rates

Washington —UPl— The rail-
way Express Agency con-
tends that the government
failed to raise parcel post
rates high enough to make
the service self-supporting as
required by law.

The parcel post rate in-
crease, which will average 17
per cent, was announced by
Postmaster General Arthur E.
Summerfield. It will go into
effect Feb, 1.

However, William B. John-
son, president of Railway Ex-
press Agency,Inc., a private
shipping service, said that the
government will continue to
lose $1,600,000 a week after

Claimed Too Low

the new rates are imposed.

He asserted his firm has
long faced “destructive, tax-
payer-subsidized government
competition.”

Johnson pointed out that
Railway Express had support-
ed post office rate proposals
even though the firm thought
them inadequate. Railway Ex-
press “figured that half a loaf
is better than none at this
time in face of the great bur-
den on the taxpayer as well as
express and other private
transportation enterprives at-
tempting to compete more ef-
fectively with the govern-
ment,"” he said.

general counsel,

volving

lone.

on the compounds.

of the drugs.
Bulk Material Available

ducts.

more medicine than

Brown said his company
“invented” the two wonder
drugs used in treatment of
arthritis but other firms also|
were seeking patenis on the
basis of work they had done

Miss Irene Till, a patent
expert on the staff of the
subcommittee headed by Sen.
Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn.), said
the effect of the agreements
was to deny smaller com-
panies access to bulk supplies

But bulk material later be-
came available, she said, af-
ter a Mexican drug manufac-
turer developed its own pro-
cess for making similar pro-

Brown was recalled as the
investigators sought a fuller
explanation of how three big
drug companies could sell
their
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|sis by prior medical exami-

competitors at prices nearly
four times higher.

Figures collected by staff
investigators showed that the
Schering, Upjohn and Merck
companies dominate the mar-
ket for two “miracle drugs”
—prednisone and prednisclone
—used in the treatment of
arthritis.

7.000 Per Cent Hike

These firms sell the two
products for 17.9 cents a tab-
let to druggists, who in turn
charge their customers 2938
cents. Five smaller firms mar-
ket the same drugs at whole-
sale prices ranging from 4.8
to 13.4 cents a tablet.

The basic cost of the tab-
lets is about 2 cents, the sub-
commitiee said.

John M. Blair, a staff econ-
omist, said the Schering Corp.
also hiked its price of another
product, a “female disorder"”
remedy, more than 7,000 per
cent above the basic cost.
Defends Practices

Francis C. Brown, presi-
dent of Schering, stoutly de-
fended his company's pricing
practices. He attacked the
subcommittee figures as “mis-
leading "and valueless.”

Denying there was any
price fixing in the industry,
Brown said “we’'re up to our
necks in competition.”

But the subcommit-
tee chairman Estes Kefauver
(D-Tenn.) questioned whether
the prices were reasonable
and fair to persons who need
drugs. He recalled Brown for
more quizzing,

Pilots Over 60
To Be Retired
By Next March 15

Washington — (Science Ser-
vice) — Air-line pilots aged
60 or more must retire be-
ginning March 15, 1960, ac-
cording to a new government
law.

There are now approxi-
mately 40 pilots of this age or
older, Federal Aviation Agen-
cy Administrator E. R. Ques-
ada reported here recently.
Pilots Getting Old

Quesada poirfted out that in
the absence of any regulation
to the contrary, the growing
number of pilots aged 60 and
over would substantially in-
crease during the next five
vears with some reaching the
65 or 70 category. In the next
eight years approximately 250
airline pilots will have
reached the age of 60.

The FAA regulation is
based on medical facts that
clearly establish that sudden
incapacitation, due primarily
to heart attack and strokes
resulting from deterioration
of physiolegical and psycho-
logical functions, becomes sig-
nificantly more frequent in
any group reaching age 60,
and such attacks cannot be
predicted on an individual ba-

nations, an official statement
read.
Hazards Cited

The agency stated that be-
cause of deterioration of these
functions, which normally oc-
cur with age, allowing pilots
in this age group to fly air-
planes that carry up to 165
passengers at speeds of 550
miles per hour would be haz-
ardous.

Older pilots now {ly the
largest, highest-performance
air-craft, carrying the greatest
number of passengers over
the longest non-stop distances,
operating into and out of the
most congested airports near
the largest cities, and travel-
ing in flight in and through
traffic lanes with the highest
density of air traffic.

Probation as we understand
|it today began in 1841 when
| a Boston cobbler named John
! Augustus posted bail for a
mdn convicted ‘of habitual
drunkenness. He subsequently
demonstrated that the man,
given an opportunity, would
respond to probationary treat-
ment, and become a good citi-
zen.

By Next Spring

Washington - (By Science
Service) — Millions of Amer-
icans will be able next spring
to see a big. bright star mov-
ing swiftly through the twi-
light sky.

The “star™ will be a 100-
foot plastic balloon coated
with aluminum and inflated
in space with four pounds of
water vapor.

Successful launching of this
first of three balloons will
signal the start of the Nation-
al Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s *Project Echo.”
This experiment will be aimed
at testing use of a satellite
as a big reflector for radio
and television waves on a glo-
bal basis.

Visible Across U, S,

The balloon is to be
launched at a 50-degree angle
to the equator from Cape
Canaveral, and NASA said it
should be visible in all parts
of the U. S. except Alaska.

However, there is some
question as to how leng the
big balloon may stay in its
planned 1.000-mile-high orbit.
It is not known whether the
balloon will circle the earth
for years, as is expected of
some satellites, or whether its
size will make it so vulner-
able to meteorites and atmos-
pheric drag, even at that alti-
tude, it may complete only
a few 120-minute earth orbits.
Policy Broken ’

In this case, NASA broke
its own policy of keeping si-
lent on up-coming shots so
that communications scien-
tists would have a chance to
plan their own experiments
using the balloon s atellite.
NASA itself hopes to estab-
lish a radio link between its
Jet Propulsion laboratory's
Goldstone tracking station in
California and a Bell Tele-
phone laboratory station at
Holmdel, N. J., using the bal-
loon to bounce radio signals
between the two stations.

The balloon will pass over
all countries lying between
50 degrees north and 50 de-
grees south latitude. In the
Western Hemisphere the bal-
loon thus will sweep as far
north as the U. S.-Canadian
border and dip as far south
as Puerta Ssanta Cruz near
the southern tip of Argentina,
In the Eastern Hemisphere,
the balloon will swing over
Le Havre, France; Prague,
Czechoslovakia; Kharkov,
Russia (but not Moscow), and
dip as far south as Tasmania,
south of Australia.

The balloon will be similar
to the one shot recently from
Wallops Island, Va., in a test
seen by hundreds of thousands
along the East Coast.

Early Man's Tears
Big Survival Help

Washington (Science Serv-
ice)-His tears may have saved
early man from a lot of dis-
ease and discomfort.

In fact, it appears that
weeping was extremely im-
portant in early man's devel-
opment and survival, a noted
anthropologist reports here in
the journal Science.

The long period during
which a human child is de-
pendent—when crying is his
one way of communicating
needs—was probably an im-
portant influence in the evolu-
tion of weeping, Dr. Ashley
Montagu of Princeton, N.J.,
points out.

In man,“the only creature
who weeps,” terms have acted
as a force in natural selection.
Those infants and children
that did cry tears, as opposed
to dry crying, were better able
to survive bacterial and viral
attacks, Dr. Montagu said.

As early as 1922, research-
ers have known that the en-
zyme lysozyme, found in na-
sal secretions, has important
bacteria-destroying powers.

Barbers Stubborn On
Changing Shop’s Name

Somerville, N.J. - Part-
ners John Walker and Clyde
Steeps have their own ideas
about naming their barber
shop and’ geography doesn’t
influence their choice one bit.

Ten vears ago they opened
the Maple Street Barber
Shop on Maple st.

They have since moved to
Oak St. but they brought
their weather-worn shingle
along still reading ‘“Maple
Street Barber Shop.”

You'll Like... .

CHINESE

tender fried shrimp
thow mein « pork fried rice

COMBINATION DINNER

QUICK FROZEN * HEAT 'N’ EAT

Bone Diseases May be Diagnosed By New Method

‘Los Angeles —(Science Ser-|
vice)- Diseases of the bone’

into

may be diagnosed through a|the body.

new procedure which featur-
es the use of strontium-85, a
safe relative of hazardous
strontium-80, the fallout pro-
duct.

The procedure, developed
by Dr. Norman S. MacDonald
of the University of California
medical school, Los Angeles,
is described in a special =re-
port just published by the uni-

tivity detecting
counters over the bone area {o
be studied, the rate of absorp-
! tion or deposition of the stron-
tium can be measured.

patients with wvarious
diseases it has been demon-
strated that the rates of ab-
sorption differ

By placing special radioac-
scintillation

In preliminary studies of
bone

in diseased

versity.
Known as Osteogram

The technique, known as an
osteogram, employs tiny trac-
er amounts of strontium-85,

The golden-eve duck uses

cavities in trees as a nesting
site.

which is rapidly absorbed by bone areas from those of nor-
bone when it is injected

mal bone.

Furthermore, there seem to|
be differences in these rates|
in various types of bone dis-|
eases. Thus the osteogram pat- |
terns might be useful in de-
termining that bone disease
was present and in telling
what the nature of the disease
is.

Bone diseases studied with |
the new techfiique to date in-:

| clude osteoporosis, a disease

characterized by spongy frag-
ile bone; Paget's disease, a|
skeletal disorder: and various |
types of bone cancer. |

Dr. MacDonald said the os-!

teogram is useful i following
progress of repair of bone
ractures and treatment of

ne disease as well as in ob-

| taining additional basic know-

ledge about bone chemistry.
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Dogs can't resist New Friskies

wizs PURE MEAT MEAL

plus exclusive new flavor flakes!

way, these flakes capture the flavor heart of

Say good-bye to dog foods that just claim to look
and smell like meat. Here at last is the real thing—
everything a dog food should be. No synthetics...
no false flavors to try to fool your dog. No artificial
coloring to make you think you're really getting
meat. Instead, Friskies gives your dog PURE MEAT
meAL, With all its natural flavor and aroma. All its
natural meat-meal nourishment. Friskies alone
givesyou“flavorflakes,” too.Made a secret Friskies

Tests proved dogs prefer

New Friskies Meal as much as 17 to 1

- Scientific feeding tests conducted at Friskies’ own
laboratories and kennels showed that dogs preferred
New Friskies Meal as much as 17 to 1 over other lead-
ing dog foods, Tests proved, too, that Friskies Meal
alone provides every food value dogs are known to

need. Mixes instantly; just add water.

GUARANTEE: We guarantee your dog will love New

Friskies Meal-or your money back.

gelected corn, wheat, oats and barley! It all adds
up to new mealtime magic dogs go wild for! New
Friskies Meal is at your dealer’s now. Treat your

dog today toexciting new
taste...new health with
New Friskies Meal -
another quality product

from (arnation.

21ES,

Look for the new packages In sizes to meet every need — aft your dealer’s!

NEW FRISKIES MEAL




