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Sunday, Dec. 6, 1959 AEducation of Soviet Children Described By Mayfield in Talk for, AAUW Branches

visits, Dr. Mayfield said that said that the Soviets believeDr. Mayfield commented served by the educator. Colddents' strong interest in jazz
of us what the Americans say

what extent Is there education
and political liberty in the
Soviet" published recently in
an editorial in Pravda.

"As for our country, the
Communist Party has been,
is, and will be the sole master
of the minds, the voice of the
thoughts and hopes, the lead-
er and the organizer of the
people in their entire struggle
for Communism."

sored by AAUW will be Jan-
uary 29, 30, and 31. Details
will be announced later by
Miss Catherine F o n k e n,
AAUW arts committee chair-
man.

Opportunities for the artist
will be the subject of the next
general meeting of AAUW
Wednesday, January 6.

American Association of Uni-

versity Women and their
guests at the Red Cross build-
ing.

In addition to education.
Dr. Mayfield mentioned oth-

er phases of his trip to the
Soviet Union. These included
the lack of advertising in the
newspapers, the college stu- -

Education of the Soviet
child from kindergarten
through college was the topic
of a talk given Wednesday
evening by Dr. Leonard May-fiel- d,

superintendent of Med-for- d

schools.
He spoke to more than 100

members of the Medford and
Ashland branches of the

of the Soviet, that is: The rank
and file want peace, but the
leaders can't be trusted.

In concluding the speaker
said that regardless of what
is observed in the Soviet the
visitor should remember the
answer to the question "to The annual art show spon--

NewuExcitingEyes
"

the hotels were arranged in
such a way that a maid sit-

ting in a lobby on each floor
could see who arrived and
where they went. The Med-
ford man added that although
the Russians were hospitable
and friendly it was not their
custom to invite people to
their rooms or homes. He ex-

plained that the Russian peo-

ple were always eager to
speak to them in hotel lob-
bies and public parks.

He added that the people
in the street or stores were
always helpful; they not only
showed where a requested
place was, but would take a
visitor there.

The speaker commented
that the coldest reception the
group received was at the
U. S. Embassy where they
were unable to arrange for
an appointment.

Dr. Mayfield said that the
group believed that more ex-

change between the two coun-
tries should take place, not
only in the entertainment
field but educators, business-
men and professionals. He

sturgeon and caviar are very
common. He added that no
water was served with meals.

Among the items Dr. May-fiel- d

listed as "frowned on"
in the Soviet are the chewing
of gum, women smoking in
public, petting, and women
wearing slacks. He added that
he saw no night clubs.

The local educator said that
women account for 80 per
cent of the doctors, 30 per
cent of the engineers, 50 per
cent of construction crews
which range from street pav-
ing crews through street
street sweepers to heavy con-

struction, and about one-thi- rd

of the Soviet Presidium. The
speaker added that he did not
see any women police officers
or taxi drivers.
Students Interesting

Dr. Mayfield said that some
of the most informative meet-
ings he had while in the So-
viet were with college stu-
dents as they were the only
group who dared to go to then-hote- l

rooms. He said that it
was impossible to visit in
Russian homes.

In speaking on the hotel

TODAY Audrey Sims
Demonstrates

Christmas Decorations
Including Flocking Tree, etc., on

KBES-T- V

Following Pro Football Approximately 4:30
SIMS CYCLE and HOBBY SHOP

New, exciting way
to enhance the
color and brilliance
of her eyes. Coty'

that the Russians have said
they have no slow learners in
school. He said that the ma-

jority of the slow learners
and abnormal children are
discovered by the time they
are seven, prior to first grade,
where they are pulled for
other classes and do not at-

tend the regular schools.
The Medford educator said

that the average school in the
Soviet is about 1,000 students
and has a staff doctor and
dentist.
Tests Given

At the end of the child's
fifth grade- he is given a
battery of tests. Those stu-
dents found to have no aca-
demic ability are sent to .la-

bor classes. The decision is
with the teacher, superinten-
dent and parent committee ad-
visor. The parent committee
advisor is one parent who has
been elected by parents of
children attending that par-
ticular school. Not only does
the advisor attend school
council sessions but also at-

tends when discipline prob-
lems are presented-- .

At the end of the seventh
grade the children are again
channelled into higher grades
or labor classes. Following
the tenth year of study, stu-
dents who qualify may apply
to colleges.

Under the present policy,
students who have two years
of work experience have pref-
erence over those who do not.

The speaker said that the
child from an agricultural
area would have little chance
getting into a professional
field unless he showed ex-

ceptional ability. This, he
added, is true in all areas as
the child is encouraged to at-
tend the higher institute
which would train him for the
work of the community in
which he lived.

Although the Soviet has a

Duo-Mat- ic

music, and the poor engineer-
ing and construction quality
of the new buildings.
Schooling Early

Education of a child in the
western Soviet Union begins
at the age of three. Children
are sent to nurseries support-
ed by factories in the area
and the government, with the
parents paying a monthly fee.
The child remains at this
kindergarten for four years,
from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m., and
in. many cases overnight.

At this school, Dr. Mayfield
said, the child learns obedi-
ence - lots of obedience, and
beginning English. The teach-
er, one for each 40 to 50 pu-

pils, usually has an aide, a
practical nurse, to assist her.
The Medford superintendent
added that there are no jani-
tors in the schools and any
clean-u- p is done by the chil-
dren and the teachers.

No compulsory military
training is evident in the
schools, Mayfield said, except
for the semi-militar- y uniform
and marching by children of
all ages.

He added that no pencils
were in evidence from the
first grade through high
school, all lessons being done
in pen and ink. Pencils were
used, he said, on the college
level and above.

The child enters first grade
at the age of seven. In most
schools, the educator said,
there are rooms
through fourth grade taught
by the" same teacher. As no
IQ tests are given in the So-

viet, 'he said, the teacher's
opinion of a child carries the
most weight. If a student
lags, the parents are called
to the school and are told that
the student must improve. If
the child's slowness is be-
lieved by the school staff to
be due to the parents, the
parents' identification card
may be taken away. The child
could also be expelled.

If a superintendent, teach-
er and school doctor say that
the child should be sent to
another school, generally la-

bor classes,- - they are sent once
the parents are notified.
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science.
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Dr. Mayfield said that dur-
ing his visit to the Soviet he
attended 40 different classes.
During none of these classes
did any of the students ever
ask a question of the teacher.
He commented that one teach-
er told him that "we are not
supposed to smile during
class."

The speaker stressed that
there are no extracurricular
activities in the schools. All
activities of this nature come
under the Pioneer Palace pro-
gram (Young Communists).

Dr. Mayfield said the lab-
oratories used in the program
were much better equipped
than the schools, saying that
he believed more was being
spent by the government on
this volunteer program than
in the schools.

He added that about every
type of sports, science experi-
ment, and similar work was
available during these after
school hour programs. He
said that the Pioneer pro-
gram also takes over after the
nine month school term with
summer camps and collec-
tive farms.

As a sidelight the speaker
said that the majority of the
students with mechnical abili-
ty who have, what would be
the equivalent of one year
technical school, are called
engineers in the Soviet
Union.

In commenting on tie So-

viet education program, Dr.
Mayfield said that their pres-
ent program is good. "The
more education they receive,"
he said, "the sooner they will
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Tour Sidelights
During his talk the Med-

ford man commented on
things he observed and events
attended during the trip. He
mentioned the 19 per cent
cost for a haircut; lemons, 35
cents each; the spotless, beau-
tiful subway and the five
daily meals.

Clothing and food are both
expensive, he said, but rent
is generally four to five per
cent of the breadwinner's sal-

ary.
No beef cattle were ob
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Extension Units
Plan Meetings j

Two Home extension units
have scheduled meetings this
week. Members will receive j

lessons on Christmas decor- -

ating ideas. Both meetings are
scheduled Tuesday, December
8, at 10:30 ajn.

The Oak Grove unit will
meet at the home of Mrs. Rob-
ert Hubbard, 3562 Jackson- -

ville highway. Mrs. T. A. Hoi- -

liday will be
Mrs. Robert Hubbard and

Mrs. Roy Elmgren will give
the lesson. A gift exchange
will be held. Luncheon com-

mittee members are Mrs. Paul
Larson, Mrs. Gilbert Munden
and Mrs. Ralph Wiese.

Shown are just two from our new scintilating collection of Holi-

day Shoes . . . make Pick's your headquarters for your Holiday
Shoes.
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GREEN STAMPS

The Willamette group will
meet at the home of Mrs.
Robert Billingsley, 2016
Woodlawn drive. The lesson
will be presented by Mrs. Rob-

ert Vincent.
Members are to take sack

lunches. -
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