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Russian Schools
Said Inferior

(Editor's note: This is another
in the series of articles prepared
by Medford's school superintend-
ent following his recent three-wee- k

trip to Russia. The series
deals with Russia's "Seven Year
Plan and is based on Soviet
books, magazine articles, and per-
sonal interviews with the minis-
ters of education of the Russian
and Uk ranian republics, the
deputy mayor of Moscow and the
mayor of Tbilisi.)
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men of company E, 2nd battle group, 186th
infantry regiment of the National Guard
rushed to the Medford armory Wednesday
night in answer to a statewide test alert.
1st Lt. Donald Ivie, company commanding
officer, (above) and Sp4 Donald Frost, unit

after 9 p.m. Another 59 members of the
Ashland units gathered at the Ashland
armory.

(Knackstedt photo)

Permits Needed to
Cut Christmas Trees
In National Forest

The historic separation of
sexes in Soviet education
which was discontinued only
four years ago has left its
mark on the school plant and
on today's program.

It should be pointed out
that Soviet kindergartens,
housing children from three
to seven years of age, with
industrial workers assistance,
have managed to construct
some very attractive and func-
tional units as separate plants.

Talks with school officials
and architects with a view to
ccsmparing U.S. and Soviet
school building costs proved
fruitless. Within an economy
where there is no competitive
bidding or private enterprise
in the building industry, costs
appear not to be important if
available figures are the basis
for making judgments. Lack
of concrete cost data made
comparisons with U.S. figures
quite foreign and meaningless.

To eliminiate double ses-

sions in the large cities visited
by the committee, now involv-

ing well up to one-ha- lf of the
school population, and to
catch up with the backlog of
school building needs occas-

ioned by the war are among
the major objectives of Soviet
education. In the city of Kiev
alone, 150 of its 161 schools
were destroyed in World War
II. One cannot but respect
and admire the way the Soviet
people are putting forth great
effort to build schools for
their growing population.

er automobile turned out to miss the wrecked cars, skidded
end for end on the ice and came to rest half over the
brink of a 40-fo- embankment. The road surface had not
been sanded after last night's light rain and subsequent
frost at the time of the accident.

HIGHWAY COLLISION Ice on the highway and poor
visibility due to fog was blamed for a nine-vehic- le pile-u- p

at Tolo overpass on Highway 99 about 8 o'clock this morn-

ing, according to state police.. Out of view behind pickup
in which an unidentified man is standing, above, is another
pickup, a Rambler station wagon and a Volkswagen. Anoth- -
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National Guard

Responds to Test

Alert in Valley
Approximately 60 men of

the National Guard in the
Medford area and 59 more in
the Ashland vicinity as
sembled at the Medford and
Ashland armories last night
in answer to a surprise test
alert called at 8:07 p.m.

Officers and men of com-

pany E, 2nd battle group,
186th infantry regiment, took
about one hour to assemble
at the Medford armory,

to First Lt. Richard
Greer, executive officer. A
number of the company were
in California or away to col-

lege, he reported.
Those of headquarters and

headquarters battery, 2nd
gun battalion, 249th artillery
regiment, traveled from Ash-

land to the Camp White orga-
nizational maintenance shop
to pick up vehicles. Only 14
of the Ashland units' 94 men
were unaccounted for within
a few hours after the alert.

Last night's alert, called by
Brig. &en. Alfred Hinz, Sa-

lem; was part of a stSte-wid- e

test of the guard's readiness
to act in emergencies. Spokes-
men for the local' groups ex-

pressed satisfaction with the
speed in which notice of the
alert reached the men.

Those at the Medford arm-

ory got into uniforms, estab-
lished guard posts and began
infantry drill. Ashland units
prepared to load defense artil-

lery and other equipment onto
the trucks.

(See story on Page 3)

'Peace Crusade'

Has Two-Fo- ld Task
Washington -U- PD- President

Eisenhower has set himself a
two-fol- d task during h i s

"peace crusade" to Asia, Afri-'c- a

and Europe.
Officials said today that the

President will try to:
Convince neutralists and

Allies alike that the United
States is sincerely searching
for a world peace formula
and has no ulterior motives or
aggressive designs.

Reassure staunch anti-Communi- st

friends such as

Turkey that the United States
will not lower its guard dur-
ing negotiations with Russia
on disarmament and other
critical issues.

Eisenhower Confers

By
DR. LEONARD MAYFIELD

Medford School
Superintendent

School construction in the
U.S.S.R. is under the juris-
diction of the minister of edu-
cation for a given republic.
Typical school plans are de-

veloped by the minister of
education in each republic.
Local architects participate in
local school construction
through adapting and adjust-
ing a typical plan to a given
site, and in giving supervision
to the construction program.

In the Soviet economy there
are no private architectural
firms. Architects are associ-
ated with different institutes
in accordance with their spec-
ial branch of training. The
cost of school construction is
borne by the state. The min-
ister of education determines
which projects can and should
be built in accordance with
the funds available. He then
allocates to the various archi-
tectural institutes in a given
area the projects to be con-

structed.
Approximately 66 per cent

of Soviet architects are wom-
en. Soviet architects express-
ed the feeling that women
architects are more exsfcting
as draftsmen. The visiting
team could not identify any
originality in school design, in
spite of the statements that
the minister of education held
periodic competitions among
architects to improve the typi-
cal . ' 'design. -

Limited Sites'
All buildings visited were

multi-stor- y structures on ex-

tremely limited sites. Most
buildings were masonry, with
poor masonry work often be-

ing covered with stucco. We
saw very few provisions for
fire protection. Concrete stair
wells were common in all
buildings. Most floors were
wood and poorly laid. Teach-

ers in two schools reported
that they did not hold fire
drills.

There is a definite absence
of skilled craftsmen in the
building industry as observed
in the structures buiit since
World War II. The tremen-
dous housing shortage repre-
sents Russia's number one

priority and may account for
the appearance of haste and
lack of craftsmanship observ-

ed in recent school structures
visited.

Maintenance in these build-

ings was compli cated by
double sessions in most
schools, together with the gen-

eral Soviet regulation that
students shall do their own
custodial classroom work un-

der the supervision of the
teacher.
Meager Treatment

Window placement received
meager treatment in the build
ings visited. Most classrooms
had three sets of windows
with little or no provision for
light control. In all schools
(and hotels) in the northern
republics, permanent double
sash for protection against
cold weather was the rule. We
saw no mechanical ventilation
in any school building visited.
Artificial lighting was at a
minimum with exposed wir-

ing the rule.
With few exceptions the

schools visited have restricted
classroom space. Two -- pupil
rigid combination seat and
desk was the usual seating in
all rooms. There was a defi
nite absence of classroom
work space, bulletin boards,
and book shelving. Class-
rooms were built largely as a
lecture-recitatio- n room.

The usual size blackboard
space allocated to any room
was 4 by 8 "feet in size, of poor
quality. No erasers were ob-

served being used on any
black boards. Cloth only was
used as an erasure. Shops and
laboratories looked meager
and poorly planned.

In the libraries observed
books were shelved in glass
covered cases. There appear-
ed to be a limited number of
library books available for
student use. Seating capacity
for approximately 35 pupils
was the maximum observed.

assistant, were among those
the teet. Approximately 60
at the armory by shortly

under the Beaver creek tele-
phone line, where some Doug-
las firs are available.

Two thinning plots have
been marked out in patches
of young trees in the Butte
Falls district. Available is a
limited selection of Shasta,
white and Douglas fir. The
Butte Falls ranger station will
issue permits.

The Prospect district will
issue free permits, limited to
one tree per individual or two
per family, for a limited
choice of Douglas or white fir
in a plot marked for thinning.
Stations Open

All ranger stations will be
open to issue permits on the
next two Saturdays and S s,

Dec. 5, 6, 12 and 13.
Christmas tree cutting at

Crater Lake National park,
however, is a different story.

Park Superintendent Otto
Brown said in a recent an-

nouncement that, in keeping
with the purpose of maintain-
ing the park as nearly unalter-
ed from its original condition
as possible, the cutting of trees
is forbidden.

Persons seeking Christmas
tree cutting permits are asked
not to call at the bureau of
land management, according
to Robert D. Hostetter, assis-

tant district manager.
Hostetter asked that those

desiring trees deal with either
commercial growers and sales-
man or obtain permits from
the ranger stations concern-

ed.

Deadline Set for

Firemen's Project
Dec. 14 has been set as a

deadline for receiving broken
but repairable toys in the
Medford Lady Lions' annual
Christmas toy project.

The deadline, a bit earlier
than usual, has been set be-

cause of the need for- Lady
Lions to distribute the toys on
Dec. 19 and 20. Time in be-

tween the deadline and distri-
bution will enable firemen to
finish renovation and painting
of the toys and allow paint to
dry.

Toys have been coming into
the main fire station, Third
and Front sts., at a good rate
during the last two weeks, it
was reported. There have
been a lot of pieces and parts
which permit picking out bet-
ter ones for reassembling of
toys. Lady Lions said they
would like more dolls in us-

able condition for Christmas
distribution to needy young
sters.

Fire Chief Gordon Barker
reported that the Thanksgiv-
ing dav dance netted about
$800. He stated that the toy
project this year will just
about break even, which is all
right."

Dry Month Noted

At Big Butte Site
Last month was the driest

November on record at the
city water department's Big
Butte Springs weather station,
according to Robert Lee, city
water superintendent.

The station, which has been
keeping records since 1941, re-

corded only .79 inch of rain
in November compared to an
average of 5.39 inches, he
said.

The previous November
low, Lee said, was in 1954,
when 1.62 inches.-wer- e record-
ed. He noted that the average
amount of rainfall at the Big
Butte Springs weather station
is always higher than what
falls in the city.

Advisers
peace through strength in oth-

er lands.
Concerned Over Strike

He leaves the country deep-
ly concerned over the steel
strike which is now in abey-
ance because of a federal
court order. The President in-

tends to stress again tonight
the importance of steel man-
agement and labor coming to
an agreement to prevent a

resumption of the walkout
next month.

Umatalla-(UPD-T- he Port of
Umatilla has signed an agree-
ment with Army Engineers
for dock construction here.

WEATHER
FORECAST: Cool through Fri-

day and fair except for nicht
and morning valley fog. Low
tonight 25. High Friday 8.

Temp.
Highest Yesterday 44
Lowest this Morning 27
Prec. to 5 p.m. Yesterday, trace

Our Skies Tonight
Sunset today 4:40 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 7:23 a.m.
Moonset tonight 8:49 p.m.
First Quarter Dec. 6
PROMINENT STARS
Venus, rising at 3:49 a.m.,
VISIBLE PLANETS
is now the only planet seen
in the morning sky. It will
soon be joined briefly by Mer-
cury, later by Mars and Jupi-
ter and finally by Saturn.

With Top
Washington-flJP- D - President

Eisenhower conferred today
with his top military and dip-
lomatic advisers before leav-

ing tonight on a fateful peace
mission along the perimeter
of Russia.

Eisenhower called his Na-

tional Security Council into
session and went into confer-
ence with Secretary of State
Christian A. Herter several
hours later. Herter leaves
later this month for the NATO
ministers meeting in Paris.
Will Discuss Trip

The President presumably
discussed his trip and the natio-

n-wide radio-T-V talk he
will make before taking off.
He is expected to tell fellow
Americans to compose their
economic differences lest the
entire Free World suffer.

Eisenhower and a relatively
small staff leave by jet trans-

port from nearby Andrews
Air Force Base about 4 p.m.
(p.s.t.) for Rome on the first
leg of his 22,370-mil- e jounr-ne- y

to 11 nations.
Shortly before boarding his

plane, Eisenhower was to ad-

dress the nation by radio and
television at 3:15 p.m. (p.s.t.),
outlining his trip and pointing
to the unbreakable connection
between economic stability at
home and the maintenance of

Families and individuals
this year may cut Christmas
tress at certain locations' in
the Rogue River National
Forest, according to Forest
Supervisor C. E. Brown.

The Union Creek ranger
station will issue permits for
cutting Shasta fir trees in the
district. Cost is $1 per tree.
The Ashland district office
also will sell permits for cut-

ting Shasta firs, located high
on the Ashland Mountain rd.

Some Douglas and white
firs will be available in both
districts. The $1 permit auth-
orizes cutting two of these
trees in lieu of one Shasta fir.

The Applegate, Butte Falls
and Prospect districts, the
announcement continued, will
issue free permits for a limit-
ed number of trees to be cut
where their removal will im-

prove the forest.
Limited Number

The Applegate district will
issue permits only for a limit-
ed number of trees located

Accident Victim

Dies of Injuries
The county traffic death toll

for the year rose to 21 Wed-

nesday following the death of
Ronald Bernard Harding, 22,
of 1309 Stewart ave. Harding
was injured in an automobile
accident Monday night.

According to state police the
vehicle Harding was driving
failed to make a curve on
Hanley rd. at about 9:45 p.m.
striking the Jackson creek
bridge. The car careened off
the bridge and landed in the
creek, throwing Harding out
of the car, police said.

The number of fatalities on
county highways in traffic ac-

cidents this time last year was
19.

A passenger in the car with
Harding Monday was Eleanor
Dale Pree, 22, of 35 Chestnut
St., who was reported in good
condition today at Sacred
Heart hospital.

- She was re-

ported to be suffering from a
broken leg and shock as a
result of the accident.

int. n

Nine Vehicles

Pile Up in Tolo

Bridge Accident
Fog. and icy paving were

contributing factors in a nine-vehic- le

collision about 8
o'clock this morning on High-
way 99 at-th- e Tolo overpass.

Three state police cars were
sent to the scene, where seven
cars and two pickup trucks
were "bunched up" from the
center of the bridge to the
south end. '

Investigating officers said
seven cars ' and one pickup
originally were involved in
the mishap, after which one
southbound pickup traveled
past traffic flares and flag-
men and collided with the
others.

Names of drivers and pas-

sengers involved had. not been
reported to police headquart-
ers by officers on patrol, but
it was believed that two per-
sons were taken by private
cars to physicians for treat-
ment of injuries and observa-
tion. .

All the vehicles were badly
damaged, according to police,
and five were towed from the
scene.

, State police said the over-

pass and other danger spots
on the highway are usually
sanded by the state highway
department when icing con-

ditions occur. The operator on
duty this morning told police
the sander did not operate
early because temperatures
were above freezing when he
checked at 2 a.m.

(UPB DuaneAlbany - -
Drushella, a Scio tree farmer,
has been named president of
the 1960 Timber Carnival
here.
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CP Water Problem

To Receive Study
Central Point - Central

Point Mayor Freeman Mason
has named a three-ma- n com-

mittee to make a preliminary
study of possible answers to
Central Point's growing water
and sewer problems.

Councilmen Don Patterson,
Les Bigham and Bill Colley
were named to the committee
at Tuesday night's city council
meeting. .

Central Point officials said
residents of the fast-growi-

community will have to face
in the near future an increas-

ingly inadequate water supply
and sewage disposal system.

Both services are at present
provided through contract
with the city of Medford. Cen-

tral Point City Administrator
Lyle Paul pointed out today
that Medford has warned the
smaller town that Medford's
need for water and sewers
also are increasing, and that
within 10 years Medford
might easily require the en-

tire present supply, or more.
One eight-inc- h water main

carries the present supply to
Central Point, and residents
there use the maximum daily
quota contacted for, it was
said. During two months last
summer the city used more
than its quota.

It is expected that the com-

mittee will give some consid-
eration to Central Point's dis-

tribution system and water
storage capacity, as well as to
source of. .supply.
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Cascading Wall

Of Water Sweeps

Through Villages
Frejus, France -U- PD- The

200-fo- high Malpasset Dam
burst Wednesday night with
a noise like the crack of doom
and sent a 35-fo- wall of
water on this sleeping Riviera
town.

The French news agency
AFP reported tonight that
more than 300 bodies have
been counted in the disaster.

Photo on Page 2

The agency said 163 bodies
were recovered in the immed-
iate region of Frejus and
"about the same number" in
the adjacent villages of Saint
Raphael and Huget. The num-
ber was not officially con-

firmed.
More Feared Dead

Additional scores of vil-

lagers were feared swept to
their death when 45 million
tons of water cascaded
through the 10-mi- long Rey-na- n

River Valley.
The city morgue was a

scene of chaos. Bodies of men,
women and children, most of
them naked, their clothes
stripped off by the fast mov-

ing waters, lay side by side in
the morgue, its chapel and
neighboring buildings taken
over as morgue annexes.
Search for Relatives

Long lines of anxious rela-
tives, some sobbing, some
moaning, moved through the
morgue, looking for their kin
and found them dead.

. Flood survivors told of see-

ing neighbors and even mem-
bers of their own families
swept from rooftops where
they had clambered in an ef-

fort to escape. One rescue
worker, a teacher, found sev-

eral of her pupils half buried
in the mud, all dead.
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Sharpest Needle Of All

MEDFO&D, O&EGON
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PRESS BUILDING Work is under way on the new build- -

ing on North Grape st. to house a new press for the Medford
Mail Tribune. It will house, in addition to the press, the
stereotyping department, mailing room and carrier distribu- -

tion area. The press will be located inside the windows on
the left and may be viewed from outside. The architect's

C. J. iCCENEY Al A A&CU1TECT

sketch above shows the front of the building on Grape st.
which is directly behind the present office building of the
newspaper at 33 North Fir st. Newsprint will also be stored
in the new brick building. The new press is expected to
arrive in about two months with the building s comple.ion
scheduled for six weeks later.
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