I protested that it was embarrassing to myself and
my family, but she replied, “You're a commodity. If your
mother feels bad about it, send her the $1,000 check you
couldn’t have afforded otherwise—see?"

I don't, and I never will.

My father was a good man. While he wasn't the most
patient person in the world, he was never unkind.

Actually, I don't know much about my father. He
joined the Army when I was 10. Till he was assigned
toa post in the New York area a few months hefore he
died of a heart attack—I was 14 then—he was home only
a few weeks a year.

His sergeant’s pay barely supported us when he was
still alive. After he was gone, it became a bitter strug-
gle€or survival.

Because Mom's Army pension was small, she accepted
a part-time job and was gone most of the day, leaving
us to look after ourselves as best we could. To help out,
I held a lot of jobs before I finished high school.

Because I never cared for formal learning, 1 didn't
mind leaving school to go to work full time as a drill
and lathe operator at 85 cents an hour, and, a few months
later, as a roofer for $1 an hour.

Through a friend, a ballet dancer, 1 eventually became
interested in the theater. But I never thought I had a
chance till she encouraged me to try out for Joe E.
Brown's "Buick Circus Hour." To my surprise, 1 was
cast as an Indian at $125 for the day's work! That was
the beginning of a slow but steady uphill climb.

Three years ago I took my total savings of $203 and
invested it on a trip to California. I was down to less
than $1 when I got a part in a little-theater production
of “Tea and Sympathy” for $22 a week—which proved
the turning point. It resulted in an increasing number
of TV shows and then a Warner Brothers contract.

¥ HoLLYwooD's standards, I'm far from having made

the grade in spite of getting star billing in feature
films and living in what to me are luxurious circum-
stances. I'm sure that to old-time movie stars my mod-
est one-bedroom home in Beverly Hills must seem little
better than their servants' quarters.

But I'm doing well enough now to be able to invest in
my family's and my own future, specifically in much-
needed clothing, a car I'm not ashamed to pick up a date
in, and the best of medical and dental care.

Even more important, I can make it easier for Mom,
my sister Jo-Ann—who still lives at home—and my
brother Vincent, whom I'm helping through college.

Professionally I'd like to remain Kookie for a long time
—provided I can play other types, too, as I do in films.

I'm also looking forward to making more records and
albums, although I have no illusions about my voice.
When Hugh Benson, executive assistant of Warner
Brothers' TV department, first asked me to cut a rec-
ord, I said, “Are you kidding? I can't sing a note!”

He insisted I could simply talk my way through the
record—which is exactly what I did. When “Kookie,
Kodse, Lend Me Your Comb” sold nearly two million
records, believe me, 1-was as surprised as anyone! But
it has become so profitable—after I signed a new contract
which gives me royalties—that I'd be foolish not to
try it again.

As for my personal life, nothing is further from my
mind than marri'age, because for the first time I can have
the kind of fun I missed as a teen-ager.

. To tie in with “Kookie,” a lot of magazines have 210"i:
fied my teens by writing about my many “romances.
I actually had few dates as a boy. I seldom had the
money to take out a girl. I never attended a prom. An
Occasional movie, a couple of hamburgers, and a walk
through Central Park were all I could afford. Conse-
quently, and quite unlike Kookie, I was extremely shy.

So before settling down I want to become more sure
of myself, catch up with the many dates I missed as a

Yy—and put money in the bank. But I don’t want to
Wait till I'm too old to enjoy my children, either.

If that sounds confusing, forgive me. In this respect,
M not sure of the real me.
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Revolutionary 3-layer tablet for relief of >

COLDS MISERIES AND

SINUS

GESTION

(critical areas of colds infection)

DRISTAN Decongestant Tablets, working through
the bloodstream, bring dramatic relief from colds
miseries, sinus congestion and pollen allergies.
DRISTAN . . . amazing medical achievement. .. con-
tains: (1) The scientific decongestant most pre-
scribed by doctors., Reaches all congested areas in
minutes...shrinks swollen nasal-sinus membranes, ..
promotes drainage...restores free breathing. (2) An
exclusive anti-allergent to block allergic reactions
often associated with colds, plus a highly effective
combination of pain relievers. Relieves body aches
and pains due to colds, reduces fever. (3) Vitamin
C, to help build body resistance to colds infection.
For quick relief, get prISTAN Decongestant Tablets.
Note: Today pRISTAN is widely imitated. But the
fact is...the exclusive prisTaAN Tablet formula
cannot be duplicated. Accept no substitutes!
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ANTI-ALLERGENT
& PAIN RELIEVERS

DRISTAN is the exclusive J:-layer toblet discovery
which for the first time mokes [t pousible 1o unite
certain medically-proven ingredients inte one fast-
acling uncoated tablet!

OH, MY
ACHING BACK

Now | You ean get the fast relief you need
from nagging backache, headache and
muscular aches and paina that often cause
restless nights and miserable tired-out
feelings. When these discomforts come on
with over-exertion or stress and strain
—you want rellefl—want it fast! Another
disturbance may be mild bladder irritation
following wrong food and drink—often set-
ting up = restless uncomfortable feeling.

Donn'ab Piﬂ:ﬂryorkl fn:ﬁ : !nI 3 levllrnw.
ways: 1. by s pain-relieving action lo
eane torment of nagging backache, head-
aches, muscular aches and pains. 2. by
soothing effect on bladder irritation. 8. by
mild digretie action undml to increase
output of the 15 miles of kidney tuben.

njoy & good night's sleep and the
sume happy relief millions have for aver
60 years. New, large alze saves money.
Get Doan's Pills today |
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Now Many Wear

FALSE TEETH

With Little Worry

Eat, talk, laugh or sneeze without
fear of insecure false teeth dmln s
slipping or wobbling, PA
horc?n lates firmer and more com-
Iurmbﬁ. This plm:n:. pﬂ"ﬁ;ﬁ ::1;

my, gooey, pasty taste o y
E‘gc“an'{' gnus: tpm'l.l!%l. It's alkaline
(non-acid). Checks “plate odor”
(denture breathi. Get PASTEETH at
drug counters everywhere.

Stop Acid Pain in the

HEARTBURN
ZONE-

not just in your stomach!

When too much stomach acid causes
searing pain in your hearthurn zone,
chew CHOOZ, new chewing-gum ant-
acid, for fast, effective relief. In a way
no other antacid does, CHOOZ, . .and
CHOOZ alone...stops acid pain in the
heartburn zone/

Other antacids quickly go right into
your stomach. But chewing CHOOZ
releases a steady flow of two proven
medicines — effectively soothes your
heartburn zone, and goes on to neu-
tralize excess acid in your stomach.

Next time — for heartburn, gas, acid
indigestion — chew minty, convenient

CHOOZ! Only 15¢-all drug counters.

HEMORRHOIDS

SWOLLEN TISSUE

Now — reduction and retraction
of congested, swollen pile tissue, in-
ternal or external, can be expected
will:l_lhi!:l new I'orrnul? g:scd on
posilive decongesting of the tissues
themselves.

From all over the world comes
word that the DeWitt ManZan for-
mula does bring this blessed release
from hemorrhoid suffering — and
with more than mere astringent
shrinking!

Pain and itching are relieved in
minules — almost on contact! But
the truly amazing relief arises from
reduction and retraction of tor-
tured, congested tissues themselves.
Decongestive formula includes al- *
{antoin to speed healing of injured
parts, Your druggist will confirm

You can with ManZan




