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Confederate Hanged
In First War Crime
Trial Held in U.S.
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By GEORGE BAYLESS
Unilsd Press International
Atlanta - (UFD - Confed-

erate Capt. Henry Wirz, who
bad boasted he could kill
more Yankees than "Lee at
Richmond,' was hanged Nov.
10, 1865, having been con-

victed at the first war crimes
trial in which the United
States ever participated.

To an Atlanta attorney
named Dean Minor, Wirz'
conviction by a Special Mil-

itary Commission offers the
best reason for establishment
of a permanent international
war crimes tribunal.

For, says Minor, Wirz was
unjustly convicted, or at least
convicted of the wrong crime.
"The verdict," he maintains,
"was based on emotions," not
facts. And that, he adds, is
likely to happen whenever
the victor in a war is allowed
to pass judgement on the de-

feated.
Paid With Life

Wirz paid with his life for
his role as commandant of
the infamous Confederate
prison camp at Andersonville,
Ga.

During the 13 months he
served, Wirz had charge of as
many as 34,000 Northern
prisoners in a stockade area
built for 10,000. Some 12,-00- 0

Yankees died while he
was there a larger toll than
the number of Union troops
killed at Gettysburg, An-tieta-

Second Bull Run,
Chancellorsville and The Wil-
derness put together.

As soon as Andersonville
was taken over by Federal
soldiers at war's end, Wirz
was spirited away from his
wife and two daughters. He
was taken to Washington,
where he was tried on sev

eral charges, one of which
was conspiracy against the
United States.

The Minor, who
has written a book on the
subject, says that no conspir-
acy was ever proved. But
Wirz was found guilty, a ver-
dict upheld by President An-
drew Johnson on Nov. 3,
1865, a week before the exe-
cution.

His trial lasted 60 days,
during which 144 witnesses
were heard. If it had taken
place today, says Minor, he is
convinced Wirz would still
have been, found guilty, but
on the comparatively minor
charge of gross neglect, not
conspiracy. , .

In any ' event, the Atlanta
attorney sees the Wirz case as
proof there is a real danger
in war crimes trials where
the victor decides before
whom the victim is tried,
dictates the rules of evidence,
selects the judge and jury,
and so on.
Best Solution

Minor believes the best
solution would be to create
a permanent war crimes
court as an arm of the Inter-
national Court of Justice.
This, he feels, "would be a
great instrument of world
peace, deterrent to war and
would insure members ' of
warring nations that they
would be tried for violating
rules of land warfare, the
Geneva and Hague conven-
tions."
Minor also points out that

victorious nations that hold
their own war crimes trials
don't make much of an im-

pression upon the conquered
because the verdict can al-

ways be attributed to revenge
rather than justice.
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needs of Jewish students on
200 campuses.
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