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Gasoline Flames

Under Control;

Blasts Hurt 44

Blackened Ship
Smoulders at Slip

Houston, Texas - (UPD A
towering gasoline fire aboard 1

the 20,000-to-n tanker Amoco
Virginia appeared today to be
under control after claiming
the lives of at least seven
crewmen and a fireman. (

The fire had threatened to
be another Texas City disaster
in the area for 18 hours Sun-
day. -

"We have managed 'to keep
it contained through' the
night," Fire Chief C. M. Bul-
lock said. "But we still have
an impending danger."

At least 44 persons were in-

jured in the series of eight
blasts, including 19 of the 43-m- an

crew and 25 firemen and
rescue workers.

A spokesman for Amoco
said three other crewmen still
were unaccounted for. They
had checked off the ship Sat-
urday for shore leave and
hadn't been heard from since.
New Flareup

There was another brief
flareup about midnight Sun-
day, but firemen sprayed
more foamite and water over
the area and the billowing
clouds of black smoke were
snuffed out again. However,
the blackened ship continued
to smoulder today in its slip.

Firemen were able to get
aboard late Sunday night and
found' the bodies of seven
crewmen. But while other
firemen were spraying water
over the deck to keep it
cooled down early today, one
of. them, H. D. Chandler
slipped and fell into a hold
partially filled with oil.

He drowned in the black
pool of oil before fellow fire-
men could fish him out.
Captain's Body Found

The body of Capt. R. R.
Combs, the senior captain of
the Ameco fleet, was found at
the foot of a catwalk aft of
the No. 7 cargo hatch. The
Amoco Virginia was the fleet
flagship. -

The ordeal that endangered
50,000 to 60,000 who live
along the waterfront where
the gasoline is stored began
early Sunday morning.

At 12:30 a.m. a barge was
feeding gasoline to the tanker.

Eyewitnesses said a fire
danced across the water from
the barge to the ship.
Explosion Rocks Houses

The first explosion on the
Amoco Virginia shook houses
five or six miles away.

Joseph Dailey of Seattle
was on watch when he saw
the flames licking across the
water. He risked his life run-
ning about the ship to awaken
officers and men.

, TANKER FIRE CONTROLLED This aerial view shows smoke billow-- dead in the fire and explosions and at least 44 were injured. Firemen
ing from the tanker Amoco Virginia at the Houston, Texas, dock Sun- - announced this morning that the fire was under control but a careful
day. Foamite was poured on the ship after, the fourth of several explo- - watch was being kept on the smouldering ship. Firemen said that if the

ions rocked the vessel. The flaming ship endangered a billion gallons flames should erupt again, more explosions could follow. Another picture
;: of gasoline stored in the tanks shown in the foreground as residents of the flaming vessel is on page 2.
I recalled the Texas City disaster of several years ago. Eight are known , ( (UPI Telephoto)

Administration Determined To Prevent
of J:eetoorI(ftr lalkoutResumption

(UPI Telephoto)

SEN. WILLIAM LANGER
Burial in North Dakota

iam Langer

Dies in Sleep --

Of Heart Attack

Washington (UPD - Funeral
arrangements were being
completed today ior Sen. Wil-

liam Langer a politi-
cal maverick who died in his
sleep Saturday night of a
heart attack.

Aides of the colorful
senator met with

Senate officials to work out
the final arrangements.' They
said the funeral services and
burial would be in Casselton,
N.D., probably "toward the
end of the week."

Langer's body was found
Sunday morning by a daugh-
ter, Mrs. Mark Erskine Gokey
of Fargo, N.D.,'who had been
visiting him at his home here.
. His death left the political
lineup of the Senate at 65
Democrats and ! 34 Republi-
cans. However, GOP Gov.
John E. Davis of North Dako-
ta was expected to name a Re-

publican to succeed Langer..
In Failing Health
' Langer, .whose- - wife died
last August, had been in fail-

ing heaith in recent years.
But he apparently had recov-
ered from an attack of pneu-
monia he suffered in Sep-
tember.

The North Dakota senator
remained a political

to the end of his Sen-
ate career, which began in
1941. In one of his last major
legislative acts, he joined with
Sen. Wayne' Morse .) in
casting the only two Senate
votes against the Landrum-Griffi- n

labor reform bill.
Besides Mrs. Gokey, he is

s u r v i v e"d , by 'three other
daughters - Mrs. Lydia Irwin,
New Vernon, N.J.; Mrs. Em-

ma Schaeffer, Rye N.Y., land
Mrs. Cornelia Norland, Wash-

ington, D.C.

Portland --4HPJ)- Robert Den-
nis Ruecker, 21, Portland, was
injured fatally early today in
a one car accident east of
here.

Parade ScheduledSafewaypected
Robber Arrested In City Wednesday

by the association's 85 or so
members in Jackson, Jose-

phine and southern Douglas
counties.
Cooperate in Program

Federal forest agencies and
the state department of for-

estry will cooperate in the
program in reporting suspect-
ed trespass, association offi-
cials said. All reports will be
coordinated through the
SOCTFA office here where
they will be compared to a
master list of persons with
permits to harvest Christmas
trees or boughs.

State laws require that per-
sons have permits to harvest
trees when commercial cut
ting is planned on any land,
SOCTFA officials noted. Per
mits are issued by the state
department of forestry, and
may be obtained in this area
at the Table Rock rd. head
quarters.

The federal bureau of in
vestigation, state police, sher
iff's office and other law en
forcement agencies have said
they will cooperate in enforc
ing federal and state statutes
covering commercial cutting
and hauling of Christmas
trees. "

Radios to Assist
SOCTFA officials said

there are about 150 two-wa- y

radio units in its members'
trucks and buildings in south
ern Oregon. The radios are
served from power units on
Roxy Ann Butte near Med
ford and Sexton summit north
of Grants Pass. ; ;

Reward posters are expect
ed to be posted throughout
the area later this week, tim
ber committee members said.

Weyerhaeuser, company
has' its tree farm west of
Klamath Falls in the Green
Springs posted with a $250
reward for the arrest and
conviction of unauthorized
commercial cutting.

The Christmas tree trespass
problem was discussed at sev
eral recent meetings of fed
eral and state agencies. ..The
problem has become increas-
ingly worse in recent years,
and poses a threat for future
forest products, agency rep
resentatives noted.

Circuit Court

Trial Starts
The circuit court jury trial

of Clarence Frederick Far-leig- h,

Medford laborer, charg-
ed with assault with a danger-
ous weapon, got under way
today before Circuit Judge
Edward Kelly with selection
of a jury this morning.

The man is

charged with the stabbing" of

Stanley James Steege, 30, ol
401 East 12th st., in Medford
Aug. 2 according to Medford
police.

Farleigh admitted in a tape-recorde- d

statement, according
to investigators, that he
stabbed Steege after Steege
had' grabbed him during an
argument.

The incident occurred near
a house trailer behind 322
South Riverside ave., police
said.

Farm Census Now

Under Way in Area

Federal farm census tak-
ers are now working in all
rural areas of Jackson coun-

ty, according to Bert Caster,
Central Point, and Harold
Sander, Rogue River, super-
visors for the census in this
area.

The census of agriculture is
taken every five years to pro-
vide facts about changes in
agriculture.

Farmers and others con-

nected with agriculture oper-
ations have been urged to
have mailed questionaires
completed when the census
taker calls. Residents are re-

minded that information in
the questionaire is confiden-
tial, and is used only for ob-

taining totals.

The Southern Oregon Con-

servation and Tree Farm as-

sociation today directed its
members to post reward no-

tices for the arrest and con-

viction of unauthorized com-

mercial cutting, removal or
hauling of Christmas trees or
boughs from lands belonging
to SOCTFA members.

The action followed a dis-

cussion of the problem, which
has been increasing in recent
years, by the timber commit-
tee of SOCTFA at a breakfast
this morning:

The .$250 reward notices
will be posted on land owned

Medford Man Dies

Of Injuries in

Auto Accident

John Ralph Pennington, 38,
of .3525 Chicory, lane, Med-

ford, died Saturday night
from injuries received in an
accident near the Camp White
Domiciliary, state police said.

Pennington was dead on ar-

rival at a local hospital where
he was taken by Medford
Ambulance Service, an officer
said.

Pennington was fatally in-

jured when the pickup truck
he was operating and a car
driven -- by David John acn-weicke-rt,

18, of Redwood
City, Calif., collided at the
intersection of Ave.' G and
Crater Lake highway, just
south of the Domiciliary. .. .

Enter Intersection
The Pennington pickup

truck had entered the inter-
section while travelling south
on the highway, and the rt

car was westbound
on. Aye. G and was crossing
Crater Lake highway when
the accident occurred, police
said.

Following the collision, the
Pennington truck struck the
traffic island, the driver was
thrown out and the vehicle
rolled over and pinned Pen-

nington.
The Schweickert car spun

around and threw both the
driver and his passenger, Rob-
ert Joseph Sutten, 18, also of
Redwood City and staying in
the Lithia auto court, Ash-

land, out of the vehicle, offi
cers said. Neither was ser
iously injured, police said.

Sen. Kennedy Sees

Six Challenges
La Grande (UPD - Sen. John

F. Kennedy winds
up a four-da- y tour of Oregon
today and tonight with ap-

pearances at Eastern Oregon
college and in Portland be-

fore the Central Labor coun
cil.

Kennedy, a possible 1960
Democratic presidential nomi
nation candidate who has
touched on a wide variety of
topics, said Sunday night in
Baker that six great challeng-
es face the nation in the
1960s.

He listed them as popula-
tion, the farm problem, tech-

nology and energy, standard
of living, underdeveloped na-

tions of the world and nation-
alism.

Central Point Man
Injured in Mishap

L. H. Peters, Central Point,
was injured in. a logging a-
ccident this morning, five
miles east of Red Blanket mill
at Prospect, it was reported.

Peters was working at a
log dock for Bross Logging
company when a log rolled
off a truck onto him. He was
taken to Sacred Heart hos-

pital by Medford Ambulance
Service. Extent of his injuries
is not yet known, hospital at-

tendants said.

Klamath Falls -- Donald
Martin Thompson, 36, of
Klamath Falls, was arrested
here .last night as . a . suspect
In a series of supermarket rob-

beries in California and Ore-

gon.
LL Lyle Perkins of the

Medford police department
said Thompson may be return-
ed to Jackson county on a
warrant in connection with
the Safeway .store robbery
last Sept. 6..

The Safeway store, one of
several new stores in the
Medford Shopping Center,
was robbed of between $2,000
and $5,000 in what is believed
to have been a one-ma- n rob-ber- y.

Thompson was arrested,on
a warrant from San Pablo and
was held in lieu-o- f $25,000
bail.
Positively Idanlifiad

Perkins said witnesses from
Medford positively identified
the man as the one who rob-

bed the store there, and wit-

nesses from Eugene were ex-

pected to see him today. He

also is being questioned in
connection with several super--

Fine Suspended in

Cigarette Case Here
A Medford boy

pleaded guilty in district
court Friday to charges of

possessing cigarettes. . Judge
E Roy Bashaw suspended a

$5 fine but directed the youth
to pay $5 court costs.

He was arrested on High-

way 99 recently, and charged
with possession of a package
of cigarettes.

'So Much For Cheating. Now For A Nice,
Sadistic Western"

Prior to the parade, a Vet
erans Day queen will be se-

lected from drum majorettes
of participating bands. Selec-
tion of the queen will start at
10:30 a.m.

The queen will accompany
the parade's grand marshal.

Federal, state, county and
city offices and schools of the
county will be closed Wednes-
day, but most Medford retail
outlets will be open.
Stores to Remain Open

'
J,pe Materie, president of

the Retail Merchants associa-
tion, said the association de-
cided to let stores remain open
because it is general practice
throughout the state. Last
year, many stores agreed to
close on request of the Veter-
ans Allied .council, but asso-
ciation members noted that
some stores did remain open.

Materie said Medford was
the only city in the state last
year in which stores closed.
It had been the general prac-
tice to remain open on Veter-
ans Day before last year, asso-
ciation members noted.

All union barber shops in
the county will be closed.

In connection with Veterans
Day, open house will be held
at the Veterans administration
domiciliary at Camp White
tomorrow. The "planned liv-
ing program" at the domicili-
ary will be reviewed to those
who visit the domiciliary, ac-

cording to Henry C. Herzog,
manager.

Tours of the facilities are
scheduled 10 am., and at 2 and
3 p.m., tomorrow, he an-

nounced, and VA officials in-
vited residents to visit the
installation.

WEATHER

FORECAST: Fair through Tues-
day. Low tonight 26. High Tues-
day near 70.

TEMP.
Highest yesterday 70
Lowest this morning 25

Our Skies Tonight- -

Sunset today ..." 4:56 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 6:55, a.m.
Moonset tomorrow 2:14'a.m.
Full Moon Nov. 15
EVENING PLANET
Saturn, low in southwest 6:30
p.m. The three bright stars high
above Saturn are Altair, Vega,
and Deneb. Altair is almost di-

rectly above the planet.

Ike Would Send

Recommendation

To Congress
Washington-(UP- D - The ad-

ministration appeared deter
mined today to prevent a re
sumption of the steel strike
at the end of the 30-da- y back-to-wo- rk

order.
Labor Secretary James P.

Mitchell said Sunday Presi
dent Eisenhower would send
Congress e c o m mendations

Steel Production
Story on Page 2

for ending the walkout if the
dispute Is not settled by the
time the Taft-Hartle- y injunc-
tion expires. -

He said it would be up to
Congress to settle the strike
in .that event. In an election
year, Mitchell : added, this
could lead to legislation that
would not be in the interests
of either union or manage
ment.
Strike Could Resume

Under the Taft - Hartley
order upheld by the Su-

preme Court Saturday, the
strike could be resumed after
the 80-da- y period which ends
Jan. 26. Congress reconvenes
Jan. 6.

Mitchell said he was "very
hopeful" the dispute could be
settled during that period. He
refused to give any hint of
what Eisenhower might rec
ommend to - Congress if no
settlement is reached. .

New Water Main to Be

Installed on Mace Rd.
A six-inc- h water main will

be installed on Mace rd. from
Connell ave.' to Howard ave.
According to the city water
department, the new pipe
will provide better water cir-

culation and improve fire
protection in the general
area. A new fire hydrant also
will be installed, they said.

The main will replace a
temporary two-inc- h water a
main now in use. The project
will take about 10 days to
complete. Water service will
not be interrupted, officials
said. "

Ontario (DPD The Oregon
Farm Bureau Federation to-

day opened its annual state
convention here.

tores

Frank G Hieh. Ashland.
the Rogue valley's only j

known living Congressional
Medal of Honor holder, will
lead the Veterans Day parade
in Medford, according to Del
Boyd, Medford, chairman of
the parade committee.

The parade, which is being
sponsored by the Jackson
County Veterans Allied coun-
cil, will start at 11 a.m. Wed-

nesday from the Library
park. .

'
Theater Hold Up

Suspect Arraigned
Fred A. Karpstein, 34, of

Crater hotel, was bound over
to the grand jury today in dis-

trict court on charges of rob-

bery while not armed with a
dangerous weapon.

Karpstein waived the right
to a preliminary Hearing and
representation by attorney.

Karpstein was charged spe-
cifically with "robbery by
putting in fear of force and
violence, while not armed
with a dangerous weapon on
Nov. 5."

Karpstein, who was employ-
ed by the R and M Construc-
tion company, Central Point,
told city police that he had
held up the Holly theater box
office last Thursday evening.
Of the $145 taken in the hold-

up, $113 was recovered by
police.

Capsule Recovery

Attempt Failure

Vandenberg Air Force Base,
Calif. -(-DPD- A malfunction in
the electrical system of the
polar-orbitin- g Discoverer VH
satellite was blamed today for
the United States' fourth
straight failure in recovering

space capsule from orbit. '

"The malfunction occurred
in that part of the power sup-
ply which provides electrical
energy to actuate the separa-
tion sequence and maintain
the vehicle in a stable atti-

tude," the Defense Depart
ment's advanced Research
Project Agency in Washing
ton said.

market robberies in the San
Francisco bay area as well as
in Klamath Falls, Portland,
Medford and Eugene.

- Perkins, Medford Police
Chief Charles Champlin and
witnesses from Medford ques-
tioned Thompson last night.

Thompson who is said to
be a supermarket efficiency
expert, was a former district
manager for Purity Foods
company, and mo-'e- d to Klam-
ath Falls from California last
April. ,

Klamath Falls police said
Thompson had been living in
a $40,000 home here. He has
a wife and two children.

Davidson Unable

To Speak in City
C. Girard Davidson, Port-- 1

a n d, Democratic national
committeeman for Oregon,
will be unable to speak in
Medford Wednesday night, ac-

cording to' local Democrats.
He was called to Alaska un-

expectedly, according to re-

ports, and plans to send Ancil
Payne, his administrative as-

sistant, to a meeting of the
Jackson County Democratic
Central committee.

The meeting will be held in
the Medford Labor temple,
24 South Grape st, at 8
p.m. Wednesday.

Payne is expected to discuss
changes that the new allot
ment of national delegates
will bring, and what it will
mean to the people of the
county, the same topic on
which Davidson was sched
uled to speak.

Dispute
border quarrel between the
two nations.

Indian sources said, how-

ever, that the Peiping note
reiterated Red Chinese claims

certain Indian' territory
which Nehru is pledged not to
give up.

Nehru called his cabinet
into session at 11 p.m.- - Sun-

day, apparently to consider
the Chinese note' which was
dispatched from Peiping on
Saturday.

Cranberry Spokesman
Defends Weed Killer

Hanson, Mass. - (DPD - Ken-
neth Colesson, spokesman for
the cranberry industry said
today tons of the allegedly
cancer-producin- g weed killer
cited today by the govern-
ment would not be harmful to
human beings.

(St Story on Page 2)
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Chinese Propose Buffer
Zone in India

New
Chinese Premier Chou En-l- ai

today proposed creation of a
25-mi- le buffer zone to pre-
vent further bloodshed along
the disputed Indian-Re- d Chi-

nese
to

border.
He also suggested a meeting

with Prime Minister Jawahar-la- l
Nehru in the "immediate

future." '
It was the first concrete

Red Chinese proposal for set-

tling the increasingly bitter
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