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05 Angeles — [Pl — While
other boys his age played at
© the game of war in their back-
yards, 12 - year - old Ernie
Wrgntmore was dodging real
bullets on the battlefields of
France during World War 1.

A barrage of burning metal
slashed his head and hands at
one point while he was dart-
ing from trench to trench car-
ryilng messages to platoon
leaders and battalion com-
manders, Shrapnel ripped
through his leg at another.
¢ Put the medical corpsmen

patched him up and he went

o back to duty.

Bullet Shatters Mask

At Meuse-Argonne, though,
an enemy bullet shattered his
gas mask and he fell to the
ground when dealy vapors
blanketed the field, The war
had ended for the soldier who
was still too young to shave.

It has been 42 years since

EFnie Wrentmore ran away

from his home in West Farm-

ington, Ohio, changed his
name, added six non-existant

years to his age and in 1917

became the youngest member

of the American army.
Today, Wrentmore is a pros-

Perous Santa Barbara, Calif,,

businessman and author who
© hopes to become the oldest
living veteran of the first

[}

< World War.
2 Compared with most of the
“doughboys,” he is still a

yvoungster at 54. The others
generally range from 60 to 75
vears of age. And they are
dying off at the rate of 900 a
month.

Why he deserted & secure
home and dashed off to the
dangerous uncertainties of
war is a question Wrentmore
has been asked a thousand
times.

Answer in Book

He answers it in his recent-
ly published book, “In Spite
of Hell,” which has received
praise from President Eisen-
hower and historian Bruce
dCatton.

“I come from an English
heritage and had ancestors
who fought in the Revolution-
ary and Civil Wars,” he said.
“There was a great deal of
discussion in my family about

o World War | Ve;#
- Tells of Enlisting
In Army at Age 12

| the Germans the war
progressed.

“I heard so much about the
fighting that I became pb-
gsessed with the idea of going
into the service. So I packed

as

Altoona, Pa., where I enlist-
edlfl

Wrentmore said the army
did not question his age be-
cause he was 5 feet 6 inches
tall and so ruggedly construct-
ed that he looked at least 18.
Had To Do Man’'s Job

“But it was quite a gap to

for the other soldiers”
said. “T had to do a man’s job
and had to maintain even
higher quality than the other
fellows so no one would sus-
pect me.”

Wrentmore said he was so
well-developed from hunting,
hiking and field work that the
physical strain of the war did
not bother him as it would
most 12-vear-olds.

But he added, “I certainly
wouldn't recommend it for
other youngsters and I would-
n't go through it again though
it was a great experience.”

For more than a year, his
family did not know where
Ernie was. His father exhaust-
ed the family savings and ig-
nored his successful practice
as a physician to search the
 country for his boy.
| Mother Worries

Endless worry plagued his
mother. She changed from an
| attractive middle-aged woman
|to a trembling semi - invalid.
But she never gave up hope
that her son would some day
return.

Ernie arrived home in 1919
as a bed patient after spend-
ing months in a French hos-
pital. The family did not greet
him with the reprimand usual-
ly reserved for boys who run
away from home.

Instead he received a joyous
reception, “I was placed on a
pedestal by my parents, rela-
tives and friends,” he said.

Ten years passed before
Wrentmore fully recovered

my things and tramped off to |}

bridge from my 12 vears to ia ;.;:.
el

at being ousted
state, are agitating for imme-
diate violent action against
the government of Prime
Minister Jawaharla] Nehru.
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WOULD BE OLDEST VET—Ernie Wrentmore, above, today
a prosperous businessman in Santa Barbara, Calif., hopes

to become the oldest living

enlisted in the army in 1917 at the age of 12, telling author-
ities he was 18. Compared with most of the “doughboys”,
Wrentmore is still a youngster at 54.
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veteran of World War I. He

(UPI Telephoto)

Tibetan Revolt,
Red China Raids |
Split India Party

By B. K, TIWARI
United Press International
New Delhi — Pl — The Ti-

betan revolt and Communist

China’s border raids have
caused a three-way split in
India’s Communist party.
The extremists, burned up
in Kerala

from the effects of gas poison-

ing.
Today, he holds the rank of
major in the Air Force' re-

serve. For Ernie Wrentmore
joined up again during World
War II.

CORNER 4th & FRONT

EAK 67:

PLENTY OF FREE PARKI
Open Daily 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. — Sundays 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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CHOICE CUTS
ROUND

and
SIRLOIN
First Cuts

CENTER CUTS

PORK CHOPS . .

. A9

69¢ lb.

----------------------

MORRELL'S
READY-

TO-EAT

PIONICS . 99

| LOCKER

FANCY STEERS — %2

HIND QUARTERS

Regular or Drip Grind

JELL-0

Assorted Flavors

FRONT QUARTERS .

PORK — Half or whole
FREE — CUTTING AND WRAPPING

E 1. tin 69c

DELICIOUS OR NEWTOWN

|M.J.B. COFFE

BEEF SALE

or whole

.................

— D

BEST FOODS
Mayonnaise

97

Qt.
Jar

BLUE GOOSE
Frozen Peas
10-0z. sl 00
Pkgs.
—___ —
BLUE GOOSE
Frozen
Cut Broccoli — Cut

Corn—Peas & Carrois
or Chopped Spinach

e 5700

APPLES
4-lbs.

29

375

LIQUID BLEACH
Purex
Full

= 49

==
KAISER

Broiling Foil

A7

20-ft.

ACORN

SQUASH

GARDEN FRESH

CABBAGE

WASHINGTON

POTATOES

10-lb. Cello Bag

45¢

Roll

PRICES GOOD THRU SUNDAY

{ Indians is the stand by party

| indicated the McMahon line,

The “right wing” Commu-
nists are arguing for continu-
ance of the traditional Indian
non-violence policy.

The moderate Communist
faction is calling for support
of Nehru in his stern attitude
toward Red China's border
intrusions.

The moderates believe their
policy will not make the In-
dian people suspicious of their
aims.

Party on Offensive

While the Communists stew,
India’s ruling Congress party
is on the offensive, _

Prime Minister Nehru has |
described the Communists as |
| “disgraceful” and criticised
their anti-Nationalist activi-
ties.

“So far as I am concerned,”
i Nehru told the All India Con-
|gress committee meeting,
| ¥*there can be no truce with
| such people.”
| Nehru's daughter, Mrs. In-
| dira Gandhi, the president of
the Congress party, said “if
we have any controversy with
a Communist country, the at-
titude of the Communist is to
lean toward it (the Commu-
nist country). But if we have
any controversy with any oth-
er country, then they are with
us.”

What has bewildered most

leaders on the Chinese border
attacks. After some hesita-
tion, the leaders decided to
profess their support for
Nehru.
Reds Suggest Negotiaticn
But at the same time, the
Communists suggested the
border disputes should be set-
tled by negotiation. They also

established in 1914 as India’s
northeastern border with Ti-
bet, should be re-examined.

Everyone was confused, in-
cluding the Communists. It
was at that time the extrem-
ists, the moderates and the
rightists began going their
separate ways.

The confusion led the way
to Communist violence in the
West Bengal assembly. Com-
‘munists shook their fists at

Congress party members and
then hurled shoes at the
government benches. The
| Reds’ reputation as a party of
igon-violence began to crum-

le.

ALTERATIONS EXTRA

| New York - (IP] - For every
four dollars spent on new
home construction, an addi-
tional dollar is spent by home-
owners to alter or add to
existing dwellings, according
to building indusiry sources.
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TRUCK RENTAL

Available
ot

HOPKINS RICHFIELD ||
SERVICE i

McAndraws at Court .
Phone SP 3-9068 ||
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Kenmore Automatic Dryer
REDUCED $ |
TO P
NO MONTHLY PAYMENT ‘TIL FEB, 1960
SUNSINE-SAFE DRYING . . . -1
. » « INDOORS ALL YEAR AROUND
No more weather worries! Kenmore “indirect-heat’” drying
i eliminates hot-spots in drum, Your clothes receive 363
= days of sunshine-safe drying. ' °
*H Delivery Service °
” i FREE' . I?‘:’“o:r ;orv?:r,l::l‘:sding
— ~ Parts and Labor
‘ KENMORE ., . WORLD'S LARGEST
SELLING LAUNDRY
EQUIPMENTI
2-CYCLE KENMORE WASHER
WITH FULL-TIME FILTER
SEARS LOW s 00
PRICE
$10 DOWN DELIVERS
No Monthly Payments Until Feb., 1960 il
Cycle for regular and dainty wash. Lint filter assures cleanest washes. Now a : =
washer that washes all fabrics and it is priced amazingly low . . America’s No. 1
washer. We Service What We Sell _ s
: : x
KENMORE WASHER & DRYERS START at%99} -
: o e

KENMORE AUTOMATIC .| =

ELECTRIC RANGE |

FEATURES.....

® 30-Inch Electric
® Giant 24-inch Oven

SHOP, COMPARE SAVE!

SEARS S 1 8800

LOW
No Monthly Payments Until Feb. (960

Rotiss-A-Meal oven lets you bake, barbecue an
entire meal at the same time. Clock turns oven on
and off as pre-set, cooks while you're away. Visi-
bake door. 1 Hour Ken-Timer. Includes set on
griddle.

KENMORE AUTOMATIC RANGE
WITH ROTISS-A-MEAL OVEN

SEARS DAYS REG. $279.95

SPECIAL $22995

Range Prices Start at... $139.88
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JACKSON AT BIDDLE RD.
‘Wm ;me 02 youe money dack S[ARS MEDFORD, ORE. '~ o
STORE HOURS 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
OPEN FRIDAY AND MONDAY
PHONE SP 3-6661 EVENINGS ‘TIL 9 P.M.
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