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Thursday, Oct. 15, 1959 Anr Suspension, IKIera-de'-
d in Auto Industry Two Years Ago, Losing Out

Detroit - fCPD - The bubble air suspension in i960 will be , suspension straightaway driving, and the auto industry sold about 100,- -system ior cars,
Beild company'sRambler and Cadillac. the South

Jerry Lewis Father
For Fifth Time

Santa Monica, Calif.
Jerry Lewis became

a father for the fifth time
Wednesday when his wife
gave birth to a six-pou- eleven-o-

unce boy.
; The boy, named Anthony
Joseph, and mother were re-
ported in good condition at St.
Joseph's hospital.

of air suspension has burst.
Just two years ago air sus-

pension was being heralded
as the coming thing in the
auto industry.

Although it won acceptance
from every auto maker in De-
troit in 1955, it will virtually
disappear during the model
year just getting under way.

The only two cars offering

It is being dropped this fall
by Imperial, Chrysler, De-Sot- o,

Dodge, Plymouth, Chev-
rolet, Pontiac, Oldsmobile and
Buick. Tord discontinued it
last year. "

Device Turned Down
Although Studebaker-Pack-ar- d

engineers were among the
leaders in developing the air

suspension," Rollert said.
"The ride offered by the new
air springs makes, the added
cost of air suspension too
great."
Cost Varied

The cost of air suspension
varied from make to make,
ranging from $98 on the
Rambler to $214 on the Cadil-
lac.

The advantages offered in
exchange for these extra costs
included a softer ride regard-
less of terrain or car load, con-
stant leveling of the car dur-

ing stops, starts, turns and

with air suspension. Neither
did Ford in the only year it
offered it. AH Chrysler Corp.
makes registered less than
one per cent during the 1959
model year.

The auto industry, along
witl the rubber industry,
spent millions of dollars de-

veloping air suspension. En-

gineers took real pride in
working on the new suspens-
ions.

But, just as he did in forc-

ing the auto industry to intro-
duce economy cars, the motor-
ist had the final say.

ability to lift 'the body of the
car above the chassis for trav-
eling rough roads.

The latter benefit, accom-

plished by increasing the in-

flation of the "air bags" used
in the suspension system, was
needed by only a very small
portion of the nation's motor-
ists.

Improvements in coil

springs made them almost as
good as air springs in the
other areas.

During the first year of its
widespread acceptance, t h e

000 air suspension units. Last
year, the figure dropped to
less than half of that.

Cadillac, which sold air
springs on 14 per cent of its
cars in 1958, dropped down to
1V2 per cent on its 1959
models. Buick dropped from
10 to IV2 per cent; Oldsmobile
from six to five; Pontiac from
three per cent to only 600
units and Chevrolet from two
to less than one per cent.

Rambler has never account-
ed for more than one per cent
of its sales with cars equipped

Gen. Maddux Nami
To Armistice Positiom

Maj. Gen. Sam Maddux Jr.,
has been designated senior
member, United Nations com-
mand military armistice com-
mission, Korea, effective Nov.
1, according to Eighth Armf
headquarters.

He will succeed Maj. Gen.
William S. Biddle. General
Maddux married the former
Charlotte Collins of Medford.
He lists Lawton, kla., a,his home.

management turned down a
constant leveling device that
was to be offered on its 1956
cars because of the cost.

It was the cost, coupled
with improvements in coil
steel springs, that finally led
to the wholesale abandonment
of air suspension.

Gedward Rollert, new gen-
eral manager of Buick, ex-

plained the position of the
auto company executives.

"Improve m e n t s in coil
springs have made it unprofit-
able to continue to offer airJ& J4M ?'
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Park FREE While Shopping Here!
; Store Hours: 9:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.

OPEN MONDAYS UNTIL 9 P.M.

Use Weisfield's Simplified Credit!
potable f f "j !

I7)the footsteps of his famc".s New York
brother and make a bid for the governor's
office in Arkansas. Rancher Rockefeller
declined to name a date when he might
make a decision.

(UPI Telephoto)

ANOTHER ROCKEFELLER POSSIBILITY
Pan American Livestock host E.E. (Buddy)

vFogelson, left, talks with Winthrop Rock-
efeller before attending a luncheon honoring
'outstanding cattlemen at Dallas, Texas.
Earlier Rockefeller said he may follow in I , Kl H '
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