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Dean Martin's wife tells
how they saved their marriage,
the real reason for his split v
with Jerry Lewis and how he launched
a new career as a dramatic actor
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by Jeanne Martin
a crack about Jerry's religion, Dean
knocked him clear across the room into
a glass cabinet full of liquor. It cost him
several hundred dollars for damages, but
he'd have done it again if the fellow had
'Uttered one more derogatory remark
about Jerrv.
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Jerry's fondness for Dean was equally
evident, l will never torget the day ne
learned that Dean and I were expecting
our first child.

We had been so anxious to have chil-
dren that when I didn't get pregnant for
two years, we talked about adopting a
baby. The moment I found out we were
expecting, I phoned Dean's office at Par- - '

amount. He was out, but Jerry was there
to take the call. When T rtliirted nut trieT.1y Back Was
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ociated with faulty
J 57 (kidney function.
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good news, he was so thrilled for us that
he begged me to let him tell Dean. It
took me several minutes to convince him
that it would be only fair to leave that
happy task to the prospective mother!

What brought about their difficulties,
in spite of their long affection for one
another? Not Dean's unwillingness to do
his share of the work, as Jerry had stated
and probably believed himself. Those
constant inferences that Jerry was a
human dynamo while Dean was more of
a loafer hurt and angered my husband.

True, Dean was seldom early for a
performance. On the other hand, during
their long association he never missed
a show, and only once, when they
appeared at the Paramount Theater in

become the little blonde wife who was
to run his house, look after the children
and be exhibited at public functions.

Finally I reached the point where I
could take it no longer and moved to
Palm Springs with the children. Con-

vinced that only the most drastic action
would help, I gave Dean an ultimatum:
convince me that I am part of your life

again or give me a divorce.
Dean didn't believe I'd stick to my

threat until I consulted a lawyer. Then
he knew I was dead serious. ' -

'About three months after I left him,
he came to Palm Springs to discuss a re-

conciliation. We talked more during
those three days than we had during
the previous three years. He finally per-
suaded us to go home with him.

Dean didn't disappoint me. He learned
to share, to give of himself and include '

me in his thoughts and plans.
It happened none too soon, because.

Dean was about to face the biggest crisis
of his career the split-u- p of his eight-ye-ar

partnership with Jerry Lewis.

Dean and jerry had parted a couple
times before they made it final.

Yet it still came as a blow to Dean. Al-

though I was never close to either Jerry
or Patti we seldom visited each other's
homes I was sorry nevertheless. Not
because Dean had lost Jerry as a pro-fessio- nal

partner, but as a friend. They
used to have such fun working together
and they complemented each other.

I know clowning was part of their act
but they had real fun themselves at no-

body's expense. When they clipped off an
unsuspecting victim's tie, tore rooms to
shreds, threw manuscripts out the win-

dow or splashed paint on suits, they
always made up for it generously.

They kidded each other just as mer-

cilessly. For one of his birthdays, Dean
got a huge wooden box from Jerry, out
of which jumped a midget yelling, "Jerry
said you owned everything but a human
being. So here I am." Dean retaliated by
sending Jerry mummy wrapping gauze
and SO pounds of mustache wax.

If anyone dared do or say anything
against either of the partners, the other
promptly jumped to his defense. When
a fellow in a St Petersburg bar made

(In this exclusive series, Mrs. Jeanne
Martin has told how she, a college beauty
queen, met and married the star of the
Martin and Lewis comedy team. Dean
had come up from an early life of prize
fighting and professional gambling to the
heights of show business, but some of his
old habits hung over into marriage.
Always hectic, the Martins' marriage
now started down the familiar Holly-
wood path toward divorce.)

and ,
I have been through two

Dean The first came three
years after we were married. It was brief
and silly, the result of a stupid disagree-
ment which would never have amounted
to anything had we just been Mr. and

- Mrs. John Doe.
It started at Ciro's, the night club

owned by Herman Hover, at whose
house we were married. We left shortly
after midnight. Or rather,-- 1 found my-
self outside, waiting for the car, while.
Dean turned back to say good night to
some friends. When he still hadn't come
out after 20 minutes, I drove home.

By the time he got a cab and showed
up at the house, I Was asleep. He was so
annoyed that he left and spent the night
at a hotel. When he came home the next
morning,, it was my turn to be hurt I
moved in with my mother and Dean
went to live with his show-busine- ss

partner and buddy, Jerry Lewis.
Without the inevitable publicity, we

could have ironed out our problem. But
' with gossip columnists turning it into a

major battle, it proved more difficult
Our stubborness didn't help.

We wouldn't even talk to one another.
Instead, Jerry called "on his own" to
chat with me. In the course of our con-

versation he'd hint how sorry Dean was
for what happened. I would get my mes-

sages of regret to Dean the same way,
until we finally realized how ridiculous
we were acting, and made up.

- The next separation, four years later,
could not be ironed out that easily. The
strain of his growing disagreements with
Jerry was beginning to show on Dean.
Usually patient beyond words, he be-

came curt and uncommunicative. He
wouldn't discuss his problems with nr..
He excluded me from his thoughts. I hid
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He had returned to the hotel during
his one-and-a-h- alf hour break between
shows, eaten supper and taken a nap.
Unfortunately he didn't wake up in time.
When he got back to the theater, Jerry
had" done three-fourt- hs of the show by
himself. Dean was genuinely sorry at
first He became resentful when Jerrv
kept reminding him of the incident for a
solid year!

The constant off-sta- ge clowning also
began to wear on Dean. He is, casual,
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relaxed and uninhibited. But he doesn't
think he has to be funny all the time,
as does Jerry. And he didn't want to
waste time clowning around the sets and
sound stages before rehearsals and
shows. He was willing 'to work when
there was work to be done. The rest of

10 Family Weekly. September 27, 1959


